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‘ 
M a ri a i t F k 

; BY TOM ANDERSON 
MARCONI'S embattled coach Berti Mariani is confident his 
team will make the end of the season playoffs despite their 
Poor start to this year’s campaign. 

Mariani is also just as contident he Is on the right track to produce 
the desired results and rebuild a strong side for the future, with his 
high demanding organisation. 

“Sure we have not had the best of starts to the season, but the tide 
wiil turn, I'm sure of that, as there is a great deal of talent to work 
with,” he said. 

“However we still need one or two players to boost our first team 
‘squad of 14 players. 

“We all realised this would be a difficult season, but patience 
must be exercised to overcome the present situation.” 

Mariani, after four years as manager-coach of Marconi, wanted to 
have a rest this year. 

However, after three months of negotiations he was talked into 
signing a new two year contract. 


STILL THE 
MASTER! 


NSL CLUBS 
TV ANGER! 


BY TOM ANDERSON 


A number of NSL clubs are up in arms over 
the amazing situation of having to pay for 
extra lighting when their home matches 
are televised this season. 


When their home matches are televised, clubs 
are being hit with bills of over $2,000 for the hire 


.of extra floodlights when their lighting is dee- 


med not up to standard. 

Last season, the cost of extra lighting was 
paid by the ABC network, who then televised 
the action. 

This season, when the ABC axed soccer, the 
ASF have been forced to underwrite the pro- 
duction costs of NSL games on SBS. 


The production of the the games is being 
executed by a private company. 

And in turn, the ASF has handed down the 
cost of extra lighting to the clubs, those whose 
floodlights are not up to standard. 

“It came as quite a shock when we were 
billed for the payment of extra lights,” one 
prominent NSL boss told ABSW this week. 

“We now reckon with all the extras such as 
lighting etc, It will cost us around $50,000 a 
year just to be a member of the NSL.” 

ASF chief exec lan Holmes said that the 
clubs were informed before the season star- 
ted, they must have their floodlights up to 
required television standard. 


THIS week the Australian Olympic team 


_will fly off to Fiji to contest the second 


round of the Oceania qualifiers. 

We wish Eddie Thomson and his squad 
all the juck in the world and hope they win 
through to the final elimination round 
against a yet unknown European nation. 

FIFA was founded in 1904, and the first 
football to b at the Olympics was 
amini series at@he 1904 Games. : 

Official medals were first awarded at 
the 1924 Olympics with Uruguay picking 
up gold. 

In 1948, football became an integral 
and important part of the Games, occu- 
pying number one in the popularity 


‘THE OLYMPICS’ 


But despite this fact, FIFA has always 
insured that football at the Olympics did 
not overshadow the World Cup - the 
world’s greatest sporting series. 


And, when the word “amateur” di- 


sSappeared from the scene, strong steps 
were taken in this direction. 


In 1978, FIFA forbid World Cup players 
from Europe and South America from 
taking part in the action. 

Now we have the Olympic tournament 
confined to players unde the age of 23. 

Which underlines the fact that as far as 
FIFA are concerned, the World Cup and 
not the Olympics is football’s major 


“It is to be hoped the ASF also realise 
this fact in their planning and give the 
senior Socceroos first priority in their 
buildup for the 1994 World Cup. 


The bottom line of course is, if the Soc- 


ceroos were to qualify for the 1994 World 
Cup finals the ASF would receive a mini- 


mum of $1.5 million. 


Whereas, qualification for the Barce- 
fona Olympics would bring in no financial 


revenue whatsover. 


These are the hard facts of present 
day professional football where finance 
overules glory. 


stakes. 


eat ADELAIDE CITY 2 
+ MARCONI 1 


BY ALAN CLARK 


ADELAIDE City 
coach Zoran Matic 


* still is convinced 


Marconi will be a 
top five challenger 
at the end of his Na- 
tional Soccer Lea- 
gue season. 
His ‘machine’ even- 
tually ground the Fair- 


field side into submis- 
sion on Sunday at Hind- 
marsh Stadium for a 2-1 
win. 

But Matic said later: 
“Marconi will be back. 

“They look as if they 
have come into the sea- 
son too easy and know 
now they now have to 
step up a gear. They will 
be there at the end of 
the season. I am sure of 
that. They have too 
many good players.” 

Marconi, despite 
taking a safety first ap- 
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proach against City 
with many players al- 
ways behind the ball 
and all determined not 
to lose, still looks to 
have defensive frailty 
which can cost it dearly. 


City dominated 
much of the territory 
and play but never real- 
ly got enough men up 
into scoring positions to 
punish the lowly visi- 
tors on a slippery Hind- 
marsh pitch. 

Marconi then was al- 
lowed to show menace 
in sporadic, quick raids 
with John Markovski 
often the architect or 
finisher. 

The big man showed 
the class that has earned 
him interantional re- 
cognition. Too few of 


others among his team- 
mates had the power to 
match City’s possession 
play based from the 
best defensive combi- 
nation in the league. 


Markovski, mysteri- 
ously left unattended, 
rocked Marconi back 
into te game in 61 min- 
utes with a scorching 
volley from a Gary van 
Egmond cut back. 

City had taken the 
lead in 42 minutes with 
a headed Paul Shilla- 
beer goal from a Sergio 
Melta cross. 

A Shillabeer volley 
was blocked by Bobby 
Catlin and Joe Mullen 
dithered before 
squirming a shot wide in 
the opening 10 minutes 
of the second-half as 


A new team? 


BY ALBERT MARTINEZ 


THE Macarthur Districts Soccer Football 
Association is nurturing an ambitious 
plan to field a Campbelltown team in the 
National Soccer League by the Year 2000. 

One of the biggest associations in NSW, the 
MDSFA has long term plans for soccer in the 
Macarthur region if their proposed takeover of the 
state'league second division side, Campbelltown 
City Vikings, is successful. 

The MDSFA recently bought the Vikings’ state 
league position for $25,000 after mounting costs 
made the playing future of the Vikings a year to 
year proposition. 

In 1991 the Vikings were financed and operated 
by the Gunners United Junior Soccer Club. 

The NSW Soccer Federation must now decide 
whether to ratify the takeover and accept the 
MDSFA’s application to the 1992 State League 
first division. 

President of the MDSFA, Terry Ardouin, said 
the team’s acceptance to the state league next year 
seemed a formality which would be a real shot in 
the arm for soccer in Campbelltown and surroun- 
ding districts. 

“Tt's without doubt the most important thing 
That’s happened to the code in this area since the 
association formed in 1983,” Ardouin said. 

“With the association having its own senior team 
we can confidently plan the future of soccer in the 
district.” 

Not content with a place in the state league, the 
association is eyeing off a place in the NSL 10 years 
down the track. 

“That’s the aim, it has to be,” Ardouin said. 

“Without being pie in the sky, and we know we 
have a lot of hard work to do before then, we want 
to make it to the national league.” 

The MDSFA state league team will be known as 
the Campbelltown Macarthur Rams and will be 
based at Lynwood Park, St Helens Park. 
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City stepped up a gear. scaaicucnaasnee 
But the Markovski 
goal stunned the crowd 
and put Egmond, de 
Marigny, Calderan, ly- 
roo carl veart, who had 
battled well up front al- 
most alone against the 
odds, showed his brui- 
sed foot had healed well 
with a thundering drive 
home in 72 minutes to 
seal the points for city. 
that sent the marconi 
players off into stunned 
after-match silence in 
their dressing room. 

ADELAIDE CITY: Zabi- 
ca, Shillabeer, Vidmar, 
Ivanovic, Tobin, Melta, Ta- 
pal, Veart, Mullen, Max- 
well, Csoboth. 

MARCONI: Catlin, van 
Egmond, de Marigny, Cal- 
deran, Blagojevic Harper, City 2 (Shillabeer 42), Veart 
McCulloch, Georgakis, (72) Marconi 1 (Markovski 
Corica, Markovski, Lowe. 61). 


SCORERS: Adelaide 


> 
a 


Adelaide City... 
South Melbourne. 
Melb. Croatia. 
Wollongong C 
Sydney Olympi 
Brisbane Uid .... 
APIALeichhard 
Heidelberg Utd 
Newcastle BHP 
Sydney Croatia 
Preston . 
ParraMel 
WestAdelaide. 
Marcori.... 


NATIONAL LEAGUE TABLE 


NEWCASTLE BHP 0 APIA LEICHHARDT 1 (Gibson) at 
Austral Park. Crowd: 4661. 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC 2 (Bredbury, Lee) MELB CROATIA 1 
(Awaritefe) at St George Stadium. Crowd: 4692. 

SOUTH MELBOURNE 3 (Taliadoros 2, Tsolakis) WEST 
ADELAIDE 0 at Middle Park. Crowd: 3,500. 

PRESTON 0 PARRA MELITA 0 at Connor Reserve. 
Crowd: 1,800. 

WOLLONGONG CITY 1 (Bundalo) HEIDELBERG UTD 0 
at Brandon Park. Crowd: 2,398. 

ADELAIDE CITY 2 (Shillabeer, Veart) MARCONI 1 (Mar- 
kovski) at Hindmarsh Stadium. 3,500. 

SYDNEY CROATIA 2 (Krslovic, Ricoy) BRISBANE UN- 
ITED 2 (Slater, Koch) at Croatian Sprots Centre. Crowd: 


AAAAGnTAnaangGangany 
COSO]==NNNNHHHADRS 
=nmnN++09O-NM]-N00-0 
ROWHWWWWN2+O4=0rFr 
OFA KRADWOYON 
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— THE EDITOR. 


City win but Marconi on improve 


Carl Veart 


POINTS: 3 — Markovski 
(Mar); 2 — Csoboth (Ad 
City); 1 — Mullen (Ad City). 

CROWD: 3500. 


TOP 
GOAL 
SCORERS 


6 Tim Bredbury (Syd 
Olympic) 

6 Kim Taliadoros (South 
Melb) 

4 Paul Trimboli (South 
Melb) 

4 Francis Awaritefe (Melb 
Croatia) 


AWARD 
PROGRESS 
POINTS 


8 Bredbury (SO) 
7 Davidson (MC) 
7 Biskic (MC) 

6 Blair (SM) 

6 Bundalo (WC) 
6 Pimblett (BU) 
5 Trimboli (SMH) 
5 Katholos (SO) 
5 Halligan (BU) 


ROUND 5: 22,446 
Average per Game: 3,206 


Wt 


APIA back in | A five minute blitz 
tip top form 


i 
APIA SOCCER CLUB 


APIA 1 
NEWCASTLE 0 


BY FRANK 
ROBERTS 


Apia’ Leichhardt 
coach Manfred 
Schaefer showed he 
has his charges back 
on the NSL rails with 
a promising all round 
display in beating 
Newcastle Breakers 
1-0 at Austral Park 
last Friday night. 

Scoring the first goal of 
its own making this sea- 
son through National 
Olympic squad member 
John Gibson. Apia was 
rock solid at the back and 
showed enough up front 
to send out a warning to 
other teams. 

Although Apia had 
been on the scoresheet 
twice before in the pre- 
vious four rounds 
through own goals, 
Gibson’s 20th minute goal 
should give his side and 
National coach Eddie 
Thomson plenty to cheer 
about, 

But it was a trio of for- 
mer Newcastle players, 
captain Darren Stewart, 
John McQuarrie and 
Graham Jennings. with 
help from Peter Bennett, 
who protected the Syd- 
neysiders’ lead and pre- 
vented the home side 
breaking the boredom 
Olympic squad member 
Tony Franken must have 
felt in a rarely threatened 
goalmouth. 

In attack, Apia’s ex- 
perienced strikers Rod 
Brown and Scott 
Ollerenshaw gave a com- 
posed Newcastle de- 
fence a busy night, while 
new boy Reno Minichiel- 
lo from Victoria did 
enough to suggest his 
sparkling style will bring 
goals and spectators to 
the NSL. 

Apia scored its winner 
when Newcastle failed to 
clear a cross by Jennings 
outside their area and 
Gibson hammered a left 
foot shot from 15m past 
Breakers’ keeper Sean 
Lahiff. 

Despite a late com- 
eback from midway 
through the second half 
when Newcastle showed 
some of the composure 
on the ball they did in 
beating South Melbou- 
tne several weeks ago, 
the home side’s attack 
broke down as they tried 


BRAD MALONEY 


to find lone striker, Kiwi 
representative Noel 
Barkley. 

With Scottish midfiel- 
der Ian Heddle strug- 
gling to get through the 
match after a solid chal- 
lenge from McQuarrie in 
the Sth minute broke his 
nose, Newcastle lacked 
ideas and optionsin the 
midfield. 

Newcastle's poor 
performance in the mid- 
dle of the park was high- 
lighted by Barkley being 
forced many times in the 
second period to come 
back to half way to get 
the ball. 

McQuartrie, fired by 
Newcastle’s rejection of 
him after a dispute over 
terms, will sit out next 
week after referee 
Emmanuel Loupis hand- 
ed him his second yellow 
in two games. 


But while Stowell was 
angry about the incident, 
Heddle later admitted it 
was a 50-50 ball. 

Fortunately for a 
Newcastle side which has 
grabbed only two points 
from a possible eight at 
home despite the luxury 
of having four home 
matches in its first five 
outings, the defence of 
local products Ralph 
Maier and Andy Roberts 
allowed Apia only two 
other genuine scoring 
chances. 

In the 35th minute 
Brown glanced a header 
just wide when Lahiff 
was well beaten but in the 
63rd minute Lahiff 
showed his ability in the 
air from direct strikes 
when he tipped a 30m 
scorcher by Ollerenshaw 
over the bar. 

The only times Bark- 
ley’s fellow Kiwi Colin 
Tuaa was inside the box 
he turned his shot wide 
of the post and in the 86th 


minute Barkley 
drove wide from long 
range. 


A bubbling Schaefer 
said after the game that 
his Newcastle ‘rejects’ 


had done very well and 
should have been playing 
against, not for Apia. 

“We were very sharp 
and should have had 
another goal,” Schaefer 
said. 

“My boys were very 
steady at the back and 
controlled their attack 
easily.” 

Newcastle coach 
Bruce Stowell said his 
side was sloppy in the 
first half and gave away a 
bad goal. 

Stowell had dropped 
former Queensland mid- 
fielder Nick Meredith to 
the youth side and was 
forced to replace Tuaa at 
half-time with another 
local product, Bobby 
Naumov, because the 
Kiwi is not coping with 
the NSL pace. 

But Stowell said he 
was happy with his side’s 
second half effort be- 
cause they at least got 
themselves into scoring 
positions, even if they 
were not positive in front 
of goal. 

“Like last week (a 1-2 
loss to Sydney Croatia) 
we missed chances,” 
Stowell said. 

“We were sloppy in 
the first half and gave 
away a bad goal but in the 
second half they were 
only dangerous from 
breakaways and we 
worked much harder. 

“We created chances 
to shoot but we must 
force the goalkeeper to 
make saves.” 

Stowell will no doubt 
have to think hard this 
week about how to 
reorganise his side in 
time to face Parramatta 
Melita away from home 
on Sunday. 

But although Heddle 
had a nose that now 
points towards his left 
ear, the tough little Scot 
should be able to play 
against Melita, an 
appearance that is essen- 
tial if Newcastle is to re- 

gain lost ground. 

Schaefer’s only injury 
concern was Brown, who 
was replaced as a precau- 
tion late in the game after 
a head clash with Craig 
Moffitt,but appeared to 
be alright. 


NEWCASTLE: Lahiff, 
Maier, Heddle, Roberts, 
Koczka, Moffitt, North- 
am, Tuaa (Naumov half- 
time), Koch, Barkley, 
Maloney. 


APIA: Franken, 
McQuarrie, Jennings, 
Stewart, Bennett, 
Clinch, Ellem, 


Ollerenshaw, Brown 
(Miranda 75), Minichiello 
(Doyle 89), Gibson. 

Scorers: Gibson (20) 
for Apia. 

Cards: McQuarrie (5), 
Tuaa (22), Koczka (31), 
Clinch (62). 

Referee: Emmanuel 
Loupis. 

Crowd: 4661. 

Points: McQuarrie 
(A)3, Minichiello (A)2, 
Roberts (N)1. 


Ses 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC 2 
MELB. CROATIA 0 


BY LACHLAN BARKER 


SYDNEY Olympic 
inflicted the first 
defeat of the sea- 
son on competition 
front-runners Mel- 
bourne Croatia at 
St George Stadium 
on Sunday 
evening. 

Olympic Hong Kong 
import Tim Bredbury 
scored in the 85th and 
substitute Grant Lee 
bagged a 90th minute 
goal to set up a 2-1 
victory. 

Olympic were domi- 
nant for the bulk of the 
game, in the first half 
outside right Daye Bar- 
rett provided most of 
their spark. 

Olympic coach Mick 
Hickman gave Barrett a 
loose roving commissi- 
on on the right flank 
and he used the space 
effectively. 

Olympic showed 


signs of things to come 
as early as the 17th mi- 
nute when central mid- 
fielder Eric Hristodo- 
lou sent a 25 metre drive 
swirling at the Croatian 
goal. 

This was followed up 
in the 19th when Rob- 
bie Ironside laid on a 
chance for Bredbury 
whose hooked shot was 
saved by Croatia kee- 
per Dave Miller. 

Barrett then showed 
his influence when he 
arrived late on a Steve 
Refenes’ cross and his 
shot just cleared the 
bar. 

He followed this up 
with a truly world class 
drive that came sizzling 
in from 30 metres to 
where Miller was aler- 
tly guarding the near 
post. 

Miller dealt with the 
drive competently but 
must have had some 
wind knocked out of 
him by the speed of the 
ball. 

On the stroke of half- 
time Refenes was again 
the provider on the left 
and his cross led to a 


A XMAS GIFT 
ae 


KING PELE, 


THE 


PELE 
ALBUMS 


heart stopping scram- 
ble in the six yard box 
that was eventually cle- 
ared by the Croatian 
defenders. 

The second half sho- 
wed Olympic still domi- 
nant but Croatia dange- 
rous on the counter-at- 
tack. 

Croatian right mid- 
fielder Damien Mori 
was always dangerous 
and was involved in at- 
tacks in the 53rd and 
Soth. 

Unfortunately for 
Croatia Josip Biskic 
shot wide and the other 
attack was blown when 
Branko Milosevic bal- 
looned his header over 
the bar. 

The promise in at- 
tack that Olympic had 
shown finally paid divi- 
dends in the 85th 
minute. 

Bredbury received 
the ball on the left of the 
penalty area skirted the 
defence and slammed a 
shot on goal. 

His first effort was 
blocked but he got to 
the rebound and slotted 
the ball away 

The ground was still 
buzzing from this goal 
when Olympic scored 
again. 

Hristodolou played 
Refenes through on the 


Can be yours for only $25 plus postage 


left and his low cross 
eluded the Croatian de- 
fence and substitute 
Grant Lee had the easi- 
est of tap-ins at the far 
post. 

The game was well 
and truly over when 
Croatia bagged a con- 
solation goal on the 
very stroke of fulltime. 

Hard working for- 
ward Francis Awaritefe 
fought hard to get to a 
through ball and roll it 


past Gary Meier into _ 


the Olympic net. 


Everyone in the 


Olympic camp was ec- 
static with the victory 
from coach Hickman to 
the small boys leaping 
up and down behind the 
goal. 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC: 


Meier, Barrett, lronside, _ 


Hooker, Bernal, Phillips, 
Bredbury, Hristodolou, 
Nastevski (Lee 77m), Kat- 
holos, Refenes. 

MELBOURNE CROA- 
TIA: Miller, Donnelly, Tala- 
jic, Selemedes, Hannah, 
Mori, Milosevic, Biskic, 
Davidson (Bacak 88m), 
Pondelyak (Silic 56m), 
Awaritefe. 

SCORERS: Bredbury 
85m, Lee 88m for Olympic. 
Awaritefe 90m for Melbou- 
tne Croatia. 

YELLOW CARDS: Da- 
vidson 77m for M.Croatia. 


REFEREE: Tom McRoe. 

CROWD: 4,692. 

POINTS: Barrett 3, Mori 
2, Bredbury 1. 
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share the points! 


SYDNEY CROATIA 2 
BRISBANE UTD 2 


BY FRANK SCICLUNA 


BRISBANE United 
staged a tenacious 
fight back to take a 
deserved point off 


- Sydney Croatia af- 


ter trailling twice in 
an explosive first 
quarter of an hour 
at Edenser Park on 
Sunday. 


With an ounce of 
luck, the battling Bris- 
bane side could have 
even grabbed a winner 
as they got right on top 
of Croatia during a cou- 
Tageous second half 
performance which left 
the home supporters 
wondering what might 
have been if Argentine 
striker Jose Iriarte had 


* succeeded in putting 


away a golden opportu- 
nity eight minutes be- 
fore the interval to open 
up a two goal cushion. 
‘Croatia looked well 
on the way to winning 
their first home match 
of the season after ca- 
ptain Tony Krslovic 
opened the score just 
four minutes into the 
game. 

Former Socceroo de- 
fender Alan Hunter 
made a mess of clearing 
the danger for United, 
allowing Krslovic to rob 
him of possession and 
beat keeper Mirko 
Runje with a powerful 
angled drive into the far 
corner. 

Brisbane were look- 
ing totally disorganised 
at the back allowing 
Croatia winger Manis 
Lamond to find all the 
space he needed on the 


left and send over his 
dangerous pinpoint 
crosses which gave his. 
side much more pene- 
tration than it had 
shown in recent games. 


But when youngster 
Chris Slater got United 
back on level terms in 
the 14th minute it was 
the Croatia defence 
which was guilty of 
slack marking. 

A harmless ball into 
the box from defender 
Ibro Cahut found Slater 
near the penalty spot 
with all the time in the 
world to measure his 
shot and beat keeper 
Zeljko Kalac with very 
little difficulty. 

Brisbane’s joy only 
lasted a mere 60 se- 
conds however, as 
Croatia hit back imme- 
diately. 

Recent import Fadil 
Muriqi lashed out with 
a long range volley 
which Runje did well to 
stop but was helpless as 
Pedro Ricoy raced in 
and sneaked the rebo- 
und into the net to re- 
store their lead. 

At this stage there se- 
emed little chance for 
Brisbane to stage anot- 
her recovery as a fluent 
looking Croatia threa- 
tened to turn the con- 
test into a one-sided 
affair. 

Another thunder- 
bolt from Krslovic for- 
ced a scrambling Runje 
to concede a corner, 
then, when central de- 
fender Steven Bullock 
was caught in possessi- 
on by Iriarte in the 37th 
minute it looked cur- 
tains for Brisbane only 
for his delicate chip to 
narrowly clear the cros- 
sbar. 


LIVERPOOL CITY 
YUGAL SC 


Mark Babic 


Had Croatia gone to 
a 3-1 lead then, it would 
have been very doubt- 
ful if United could have 
made up the deficit af- 
ter the interval. 

This highly industrio- 
us Brisbane outfit were 
not about to let this life- 
line go to waste howe- 
ver, and settled down 
during the second half 
to take the game right 
up to Croatia and domi- 
nate most of the procee- 
dings. 

Croatia for their part 
were beginning to show 
signs of panic and were 
fortunate not to conce- 
de an equaliser on the 
hour after Brisbane’s 
Clayton Koch flung a 
perfect cross to an un- 
marked Jim McDonagh 
on the far post but he 
somehow managed to 
send his easy header 
well wide of the targets. 

The inevitable equa- 
liser finally arrived in 
the 77th minute. Slater 
made ground on the left 
and found Koch bac- 
king him up through the 
middle to collect a cle- 


ver ball which wrong- 
footed the entire Croa- 
tia defence and slam 
past Kalac from the 
edge of the area. 


The last few minutes 
were totally dominated 
by United as a visibly 
tiring Croatia managed 
to hang on for a draw 
which in the end they 
can possibly count 
themselves fortunate to 
get. 


SYDNEY CROATIA: Ka- 
lac, R Runje, Grbevski, 
Babic, Stipic, Stanton, Iri- 
arte (Zizic 89m), Ricoy, 
Krslovic, Muriqi, Lamond 
(Jurin 80m). 

BRISBANE UTD: M 
Runje, Gwynne, Cahut, 
Hunter, Mengotti, Bul- 
lock, McDonagh (Jorgen- 
sen 62m), Halligan, Pim- 
blett, Slater (Cranney 
83m), Koch. 

SCORERS: Krslovic 
4m, Ricoy 15m for Croatia. 
Slater 14m, Koch 77m for 
Brisbane. 

YELLOW CARDS: Ri- 
coy 65m for Croatia. Ca- 


hut 25m for Brisbane. 
REFEREE: Ziggy 
Mnich. 


CROWD: 1,895. 
POINTS: Stipic 3, Pim- 
blett 2, Stater 1. 


WOLLONGONG 1 
HEIDELBERG 0 
BY ALBERT 
MARTINEZ 


IT took a touch of 
class by Wolves 
midfielder Alex 
Bundalo to break 
the scoreless dead- 
lock and give Wol- 
longong City a 1-0 
win over Heidel- 
berg United at 
Brandon Park on 
Sunday. 

Bundalo, Wollon- 
gong’s $27,000 signing 
from Apia scored with a 
brilliantly taken free- 
kick in the 77th minute 
to secure the two points 
for the homeside. 

When the Wolves 
were awarded a free 
kick about 23 metres 
from goal in centre 
field, Bundalo stepped 
up and curled the ball 
through the wall into 
the bottom left hand 
corner of the goal. 

Heidelberg’s former 
Socceroo goalkeeper 
Jeff Olver could only 
watch as the ball sailed 
past him into the net. 

“It wasn’t that far 
out and I thought if I 
just hit it one metre 
from the post it should 
go in because Olver was 
right on the other 
post,” Bundalo said. 

“T tried to keep it 
low so he wouldn't see it 
until late and one of the 
guys in the wall moved 
his head and the ball 
went through the wall 
and into the net.” 


18 Sappho St, 
CANLEY HEIGHTS 2166. 
& (02) 604 8504 


STATE LEAGUE FIRST DIVISION 
COACHES REQUIRED 


Applications are invited from 
suitably qualified persons for 
the above club. 

First Grade — U19 and goalkeeper 
coaches. 


Please forward appliactions to 


General Manager: 
C/- 18 Sappho St, 
CANLEY HEIGHTS 2166 


Applications close November 8. 


Hey Kids! Want to Play 
Soccer Overseas? 


You could play soccer with Aussie Roo! 


AUSSIE ROO needs players for his forthcoming 
international soccer tours! So if you’re between 10 
and 15 years old, and would like the opportunity to 
play international soccer, then AUSSIE wants to hear 
from you, NOW! Applications for these tours are 
closing soon, so ask your Mum or Dad to call today. 


Tour #1 — Dallas Cup XItl — April, 1992 Texas, U.S.A. 
Tour #2 — Gothia Cup — July, 1992 Goteborg, SWEDEN. 
Tour #3 — Sacramento Gold Cup — August, 1992 


California, U.S.A. 


* Tours #1 and #3 include a fantastic trip 


to Disneyland. 


Contact: 

Glenn Whitford 
Bus: (02) 742 5577 
A.H. (02) 682 6889 
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50 give it a try! 


Terry Smith 
02) 681 2776 {All hours) 


Australia’s finest NSL coverage 


Brisbane fight to 


Bundalo’s class 
telling factor 


WOLLONGONG 


ALEX BUNDALO : 


Ironically, Bundalo 
was in doubt right up 
until match day after 
badly twisting his ankle 
at training on Friday 
night. 

“I was restricted in 
my movement out there 
tonight, I had the ankle 
tightly strapped but it 
was still giving me some 
trouble,” 

In what was at times a 
very scrappy game 
played in windy conditi- 
ons on a bumpy pitch 
Wollongong never real- 
ly looked like losing. 

The question was 
whether they could 
win. 

Backing up after 
their 1-0 victory over 
Sydney Olympic in the 
NSL Cup five days ear- 
lier the Wolves started 
with all guns blazing. 

In the first four minu- 
tes of the first half they 
forced four corners and 
created a number of 
good scoring opportu- 
nities . 

After the frenzied 
opening minutes howe- 
ver, Heidelberg settled 
the pace down and re- 
stricted the action to a 
midfield encounter. 

The Wolves held ter- 
ritorial advantage in the 
first half and tried to get 
their attack going but 
big Heidelberg defen- 
der Doug Hodgson 
blotted out any Wollon- 
gong efforts to get the 
ball to their strikers 
Kevin Hagan and 
Frank Bate. 

The best chances of 
the first half fell to 19- 
year-old Balgownie 
product Matthew Hor- 
sley whose header in 
the 36th minute went 
just over the bar and 
whose shot from the six 
yard box in the 40th mi- 


nute sliced across the 


face of the goal. 

While Bundalo may 
have been the match 
winner Horsley was the 
best player on the 
ground. 

Full on running for 
the entire 90 minutes in 
both attack and de- 
fence, Horsley’s enter- 
prising forays down the 
right flank were always 
a danger for Heidel- 
berg. 

Heidelberg were al- 
ways going to find it 
tough to crack a Wol- 
longong defence that 
had only conceded one 
goal in six games. 

Paul Lewis, Angie 
Goutzoulis and the 
fleet-footed Brian 
McNichol did their best 
on the Heidelberg co- 
unter-attack but they 
usually found Mike 
O’Shea and Richard 
Lloyd more than equal 
to the task. 

Heidelberg coach 
Gary Cole said he knew 
it would be a tall order 
to win in Wollongong. 

“But to lose in that 
way with the ball going 
through the wall that’s 
very disappointing,” 
Cole said. “Its terrible 
to come all that way and 
lose to a goal like 
that.” 

WOLLONGONG CITY: 
Filan, Green, Hollifield, 
Horsley, Lloyd, O’Shea, 
Bundalo, Skeen, Bate, Ha- 
gan, Smith (Brodnik 67m). 

HEIDELBERG: Olver, 
Brattan, Scott, Hodgson, 
Cranney, Stubbins, Hun- 
ter (Slifkas 79m), McNic- 
hol, Goutzoulis, Lewis, Ili- 
opoulos. 

SCORERS: Bundalo 
77m for Wollongong. 

YELLOW CARDS: Go- 
utzoulis 2im, Brattan 72m 
for Heidelberg. 

REFEREE: Gordon 
Dunster. 

CROWD: 2,398. 

POINTS: Horsley 3, 
Lloyd 2, Hodgson 1. 


Penalty miss | Champs ge 


cost Preston 


PRESTON 


Matito Engles Soccer Club 


PRESTON 0 
MELITA EAGLES 0 
BY GREG BLAKE 


STRUGGLING Par- 
ramatta Melita Ea- 
gles survived a pe- 
nalty miss by Pre- 
ston before coming 
within an ace of vic- 
tory in a scoreless 
draw over disap- 
pointing Makedo- 
nia at windswept 
Connor Reserve on 
Sunday. 


The Eagles, playing 
downwind after the 
break, carved slices out 
of Makedonia’s under- 
manned midfield and 
only some typically 
dour defending from 
Shaun Parton and in- 
jured skipper Steve 
Jackson’s stand-in, Ian 
Roodhouse, stopped 
Melita from grabbing 
its Opening win of the 
season. 


The crucial penalty 
miss came six minutes 
after half time after 
Warren Spink’s sharp 
turn had caught the 
Eagles defence out and 
veteran Robbie Whea- 
tley was left to up-end 
the Preston striker as he 
thundered into the 
area. 


Preston’s stand-in ca- 
ptain Andrew Zinni put 
the spot-kick to the feet 
of Eagles keeper Alex 
McPherson and the gi- 
ant custodian, without 
taking a stride, snapped 
up his chance to save 
the game. 

Buoyed by McPher- 
son’s heroics, Melita 
emerged as a different 
side for the closing half 
hour of action. 

With wide men Ay- 
tec Gene and Lenny 
Vial getting forward at 
every opportunity, the 
field opened up by the 
workman-like Andrew 
Callanan and brilliant, 
barnstorming Hugo 
Giminez. 

Giminez, in particu- 
lar, cut a swathe thro- 
ugh the Preston midfi- 
eld, whilst substitute 
Micheal Reda played 
his part in a remarkable 
comeback by the leagu- 
e’s basement side. 

Reda produced Meli- 
ta’s best chance with 
just 20 minutes remai- 
ning as he slipped past 
Roodhouse only to see 
his shot sent spinning 
wide by the diving Phil 
Traianedis. 

As players conver- 
ged on the loose ball 
only a superhuman se- 
cond effort by the Pre- 
ston keeper saw him 
sprawl at the feet of the 
ruck to claim the ball 
safely. 

Despite the encoura- 
ging comeback the di- 
splay left Eagles coach 
Raul Blanco lamenting 
at the lack of confiden- 
ce in his side. 

“The problem is 
that there is a lack of 
confidence in players 
taking the responsibili- 
ty to shoot”, said 
Blanco. 

“But I suppose that 
is to be expected after 
just one point from our 
previous four matches. 


Penalty miss: Andrew Zinni. 


“We just need to be 
more direct”. 

Not that the game 
was all bad news for 
Makedonia. 

The home side, parti- 
cularly before the knee 
injury which claimed 
speedster Lou Bekia- 
tis, had done enough to 
claim its share of the 
spoils. 

McPherson saved his 
side three times before 
the interval, throwing 
out his left hand to stop 
Kris Trajanovski early, 
pushing a header by the 
same player against the 
woodwork on the half 
hour, and pulling off a 
fine stop from George 
Petrov less than two mi- 
nutes later. 

Those stops, and the 
dramatic penalty save, 
seemed to sap the confi- 
dence of a Preston side 
which had started the 
match in overdrive fol- 
lowing its mid-week 
cup trouncing of South 
Melbourne. 

“McPherson pulled 
off some great saves 
which made the diffe- 
rence”, said a disap- 
pointed John Gardiner 
after the game. 

“But the club has to 
stand behind this side 
because I really believe 
that the longer they are 
together, the better 
they will get”. 


PRESTON: Traianidis, 
Spasevski, Stojevski, Ro- 
odhouse, Parton, Petrov, 
Bekiaris (Ristevski 76), 
Spink, J.Markovac (McA- 
leer 60), Zinni. 


MELITA: McPherson, 
Gomez, Cianter, O’Don- 
nell, Wheatley, Callanan, 
Vial, Giminez, Soper (No- 
wicki 85), El Ali (Reda 56), 
Genc. 


GOALS: Nil. 
YELLOW CARDS: Nil. 


REFEREE: E.Brazzale. 

CROWD: 1800. 

VOTES: 3 - Giminez 
(ME), 2 - Roodhouse (PM), 1 
-Callanan(ME). * 


STH MELBOURNE 3 
WEST ADELAIDE 0 


BY 
CON STAVROS 


REIGNING champs 
South Melbourne 
Hellas had to fight 
long and hard to 
finally shake off a 
clinging West Ade- 
laide on the 
weekend. 

South Melbourne 
looked set for another 
home ground rout in 
the opening minutes as 
Kimon Taliadoros 
flung himself at a Peter 
Tsolakis cross in the se- 
cond minute that sent 
the ball crashing into 
the back of the net. 

The visitors showing 
character however al- 
most pulled back the 
equalizer within mo- 
ments of the re-start as 
Robbie Slager’s specu- 
lative drive from twenty 
metres was well saved 
by a lunging Bruce 
Maclaren. 

Maclaren, facing a 
stiff breeze was well te- 
sted in the first period 
by a number of long 
range efforts by the 
Sharks, but met each 
challenge perfectly and 
ultimately gave Hellas 
their second consecuti- 
ve clean sheet this 
season. 

South’s were forced 
to draft Paul Fernandes 
from the transfer list 
back into the heart of 
the defence for this en- 
counter, following the 
hamstring injury sustai- 
ned by Steve Blair in a 
mid-week NSL Cup fi- 
xture. Blair, who will 
miss some 4-6 weeks 
was well covered by the 
dependable Fernandes 
in this fixture. 

Whilst the unlucky 
Gary Hasler just missed 
giving South Melbou- 
tne an extended lead in 
the 24th minute with his 
customary powerful 
left foot shot, West 
Adelaide through Jim 
Keramidis missed a gol- 
den opportunity to le- 
vel terms in the 37th 
minute. 

Keramidis in a one on 
one with the goalkee- 
per after a goalmouth 
scramble saw his shot 


well parried by Mac- 
laren. 

Whilst the first half 
was even, the second 
period featuring South 
Melbourne playing 
with the wind was anyt- 
hing but a contest. 

Playmaker Mike Pe- 
tersen moved up a gear 
and with the bustling fi- 
gures of Paul Wade and 
Hasler, the home side 
strangled the visiting 
Shark’s midfield game. 

A flurry of chances in 
the opening quarter 
hour were agonizingly 
close for the Middle 
Park faithful, particu- 
larly Hasler’s shot 
against the post in the 
5Sth minute, which im- 
mediately followed a 
shot and header by Pe- 
tersen that were both 
cleared by the now fran- 
tic West Adelaide 
defence. 

Further chaos for the 
Shark’s defence in the 
65th minute as sweeper 
Claudio Canosa recei- 
ved his marching orders 
after collecting two yel- 
low cards in the space of 
five minutes for late tac- 
kles. The second offen- 
ce which led to the auto- 
matic dismissal saw Ta- 
liadoros brought down 
crudely as he ran at spe- 
ed towards goal. 


Abandoning the 
need for a sweeper alto- 
gether, West Adelaide 
pushed forward despe- 
tate for an equalizer de- 
spite being a man short. 
Substitutes Massimo 
Capasso and particular- 
ly Mario Perucho loo- 
ked dangerous after co- 
ming on and the Hellas 
defence could afford no 
respite. 

Adrian Santrac loo- 
ked good in patches and 
his experience came to 
the fore in orchestra- 
ting a number of quick 
counter attacking mo- 
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KIM TALIADOROS 


ves midway through the 
second period. 

Justice finally howe- 
ver for South’s towards 
the end as Peter Tsola- 
kis finished off a neat 
move in the 82nd minu- 
te and then just three 
minutes later set up Ta- 
liadoros for his second 
and South Melbourne’s 
third. 


South who appear al- 
most invincible at Mid- 
dle. Park had their de- 
fensive worries increa- 
sed however as Meh- 
met Durakovic was re- 
placed by Danny 
Wright in the 75th mi- 
nute. Durakovie had 
moments earlier clas- 
hed with Santrac in a 
sliding tackle and had 
received bruising to his 
back. 

Taliadoros’s two goal 
haul clearly signals him 
as a genuine contender 
for the NSL’s golden 


t to base 
after early battle 


boot this season, whilst 
his strike-gun partner 
Paul Trimboli is finally 
showing the form that 
makes him one of this 
country’s best. 

SOUTH MELBOURNE: 
Maclaren, Healy, Posteco- 
glou, Durakovic (Wright 
75m), Fernandes, Wade, 
Taliadoros (Michalakopo- 
ulos 87), Petersen, Trimbo- 
li, Hasler, Tsolakis. 

WEST ADELAIDE: Bla- 
zincic, Mills, Hiern, Cano- 
sa (Sent Off 65m), Slager, 
Stamatelopoulos, Kera- 
midis (Capasso 58m), 
Brazzale, Briscoe (Peruc- 
ho 58m), Santrac, Blair. 

SCORERS: Taliadoros 
2m and 85m and Tsolakis 
82m for South Melbourne. 

YELLOW CARDS: Has- 
ler 71m for South Melbou- 
tne. Canosa 60m for West 
Adelaide. 

RED CARD: Canosa 


65m for West Adelaide. 
REFEREE: David 
Mortimer 


CROWD: Approx 3500 

VOTES: 3 - M. Petersen 
(SM), 2-P. Trimboli (SM), 1- 
P. Tsolakis (SM). 


AVALA SPORTS CLUB 


COACHES 
REQUIRED 


Coaches required for 
1st Grade and Under 19s 
teams. 


Please apply to: 
AVALA SPORTS CLUB 
P.O. Box 226 
Cabramatta. NSW. 2166 


Stating qualifications and 
experience. 


Applications close 
15th November, 1991. 
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FOLLOWING an un- 
predictable open- 
ing five rounds of 
the season, this 
weekends fixtures 
could throw the 
NSL into further 
turmoil. 

Many of the coun- 
trys’ young stars will be 
on duty with the Olym- 
pic squad, and four 
clubs have the added 
burden of midweek 
NSL cup ties to recover 
from by the weekend. 

Already a casualty 
has been the expected 
sizzler between enter- 
tainers South Melbou- 
tne and Marconi, whilst 


_ Zoran Matic’s Ade- 


laide City appear to be 
the worst hit, missing 
Tony Vidmar and Carl 
Veart for the Fiji assi- 
gnment. 

League leaders City, 
travel across enemy sta- 


. te lines to face the gritty 


Heidelberg. 

The Bergers, who 
have lost three of their 
last four starts will miss 
George Slifkas (Fiji), 
but have tasted defeat 
just twice in 12 matches 
at the Village against 
the Zebras down the 
years. 

Missing Veart and 
Vidmar, could prove 
too tough for Matic’s 
men, and at the Village 
the Bergers should sna- 


‘rea point. 


BY ALISTAIR RUSSELL 


Unbeaten Wollon- 
gong journey to Victo- 
tia for the first time this 
season, to take on fel- 
low title chasers Mel- 
bourne Croatia at So- 
mers St. 

The previously unbe- 
aten Croatia will be 
keen to get their show 
back on the road after 
falling unexpectedly in 
the final minutes at 
Olympic at the 
weekend. 

However, the home 
side could struggle with 
Damian Mori due to le- 
ave for Fiji, added to 
the untimely injuries to 
key men Andrew 
Marth and Ivan Kelic. 

Indeed the Melbou- 
tne attack looked so- 
mewhat thin without 
the deadly finishing of 
Kelic, and Ken Mur- 
phy’s troops obviously 
missed the powerful 
Marth at the back, as 
Steve Refenes and co. 
proceeded to run rings 
around the league 
leaders. 

The Wolves on the 
other hand could wel- 
come Claude Cellini 
and Charlie Yankos 
back into the league’s 
tightest defence, while 
John Filan’s call up for 
National duty will be 
amply covered by the 
talented Tony 
Pezzano. 


THIS WEEKS’ GAMES 


ROUND 6 — W/ending November 10 


Brisbane United 
West Adelaide 
Apia Leichhardt 
Melita Eagles 
Heidelberg Utd 
Melbourne Croatia 


Vv 
Vv 
v 
Vv 
Vv 
Vv 


Sydney Olympic 
Preston Makedonia 
Sydney Croatia 
Newcastle BHP 
Adelaide City 
Wollongong City 


GLADESVILLE-HORNSBY 


Football Association Inc 


CAD ESYILLE HORNSBY 
SJ v 


Trials for 1992 Season 


An invitation is extended to any 


Under 13’s who would like to play for 
Gladesville-Hornsby in the 1992 
season to come along to trials as 

follows — 


SANTA ROSA PARK 
Bridge Road, North Ryde 
Friday 8th November & 
Friday 15th November 
From 5.30pm 


ENQUIRIES — 
Len Dunn 842 3530 (w) 
871 4870 (h) 


The visitors, who 
have conceded just one 
goal in six league and 
cup matches to date, 
and on the road have 
won two out of two, ad- 
ding six goals to their 
tally, should be worth at 
least a point. 

Sydney Olympic visit 
Perry Park for the first 
time, minus Steve Re- 
fenes, for the clash with 
fellow top five fringe 
dwellers Brisbane 
United. 

With Refenes anot- 
her casualty of the Fiji 
mission, Grant Lee 
should get the nod into 
the Olympic front line. 

The visitors picked 
up the pieces following 
below par efforts 
against Marconi and 
Heidelberg, to knock 
off previously unsullied 
leaders Melbourne 
Croatia on Sunday, and 
will prove a difficult test 
for sixth placed United. 

Although the home 
side are unbeaten in 
their two previous 


pige 


Pan 


| Steve Referee 


starts at home, they 
have conceded five go- 
als in their last two ou- 
tings and host APIA 
midweek, in an NSL 
cup first round tie. 

Brisbane will be diffi- 
cult to toss on their 
home patch this season, 
and although Olympic 
look to be back in busi- 
ness, a draw appears 
likely. 


~ Olympic call could put 
ons! 


Revitalised APIA 
and Sydney Croatia 
meet at Leichhardt 
Oval this Sunday, with 
both clubs facing diffi- 
cult midweek away cup 
ties as a lead up to the 
important clash. 

With Mark Babic and 
Mark Bosnich (Croa- 
tia), and John Gibson 
(APIA) all on Olympic 
duty, and APIA’s John 
McQuarrie out suspen- 
ded, the two squads 
must be reshuffled, par- 
ticularly if the clubs 
pick up further injuries 
on Wednesday. 

Although Croatia 
have won six of the 
eight matches at APIA, 
the home side should 
take the spoils follo- 
wing their improved 
form of late, that has 
seen the Leichhardt 
club win in its last two 
starts, following the 6-1 
drubbing at South Mel- 
bourne. 

In other matches, 
draws look likely when 
the winless West Ade- 
laide and Parramatta 
Melita host Preston and 
Newcastle respecti- 
vely. 


Melita go to top 
of Youth League 


ROUND 5 of the Na- 
tional Youth Lea- 
gue saw Melita 
move to the top of 
the leader board, 
while Apia moved 
closer to the lea- 
ders with their se- 
cond win on the 
trot. 


Apia continued its 
good form of late when 
they downed Newcastle 
Breakers in a very tight 
and tough match. Both 
sides were fairly evenly 
matched and it was a 
good effort from Aus- 
tralian Youth Team 
squad member, Derek 
Poimer, which separ- 
ated the sides, too finish 
at the 1-0 scoreline to 
Apia. 

Probably the most in- 
teresting match in the 
Round’s program was 
going to be the game 
between Sydney Croa- 
tia and the AIS. (How- 
ever. the match turnec 
into a fairly dull affaii 
with neither side able to 
gain the upper hand. 


The AIS who had an 
extra man for almost an 
hour at the match after 
Sydney Croatia’s, Ma- 
rio Jerman was sent- 
off, could not get the 


| better of Croatia’s de- 


fence and when the 
AIS, Goran Lozanous- 
hi, was sent from the 
field near the end of the 
game, it saw the score 
eventually stay at 0-0, 


Melita Eagles match 
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winning streak increa- 
sed to five matches 
when they defeated 
Wollongong Macedo- 
nia 4-1. (The Wollon- 
gong side had no an- 
swer to Melita’s all out 
attacking style which 
could have seen a few 
more goals except for 
last ditch defence and 
some waisted opportu- 
nities. Melita striker 
Ari Triantalhylou had a 
good game netting two 
goals while Alan Stayiu 
and Frank Suratore ech 
scored one goal for 
Melita. 

Sydney Olympic also 
stayed in touch with the 
leaders when they had a 
lucky 1-0 victory over a 
very determined Croa- 
tia Colts side. The game 
seemed headed for a 0-0 
draw when in the 86th 
minute, pounced on a 
loose ball to strike 
home the winner. 


Wollongong City 
scored a goal either side 
at half-time to defeat 
bottom placed St Geor- 
ge 2-0. Wollongong 
took an early lead when 
striker Jason Oldridge 
struck home in the Sth 
minute. It wasn’t until 
the 75th minute that 
Wollongong City en- 
sured their_victory 
when Saru Dimoski 
scored. 


A very exciting first 
half saw the goals co- 
ming thick and fast in 
the match between Hig- 
hfields Azzurri and 
Marconi. Highfields 


began well when a mi- 
stake is the Marconi de- 
fence saw Michael De- 
von pounce on the loose 
ball and shot home for 
the opener. However 
Marconi fought back 
well scoring twice. It lo- 
oked like that would be 
the half-time score until 
one minute before the 
whistle went, when 
Darryl Harvey scored 
the equaliser for Hig- 
hfields to leave it at 2-2. 
Sadly though this is 
where the scoring stop 
with both sides failing 
to convert the many 
chances that come their 
way. 

In the final game of 
the weekend, Sydney 
Olympic boths recor- 
ded their first win for 
the year defeating an 
unlucky Adamstown 
Rosebuds 2-1, Adam- 
stown went to the lead 
when John Brady sco- 
red a goal midway thro- 
ugh the first half. The 
Colts side left it too the 
last 15 minutes when 
firstly Manuel Partidis 
and then Jim Nileas to 
score the goals for their 
narrow victory. 

Round 5 results: 
Newcastle Breakers 0 
Apia Leichhardt 1, 
Sydney Croatia Colts 0 
Sydney Olympic 1, Syd- 
ney Olympic Colts 2 
Adamstown Rosebuds 
1, Wollongong City 2 St 
George 0, Highfields 
Azzurri 2 Marconi 2, 
Sydney Croatia 0 ATS 0, 
Wollongong Macedo- 
nia 1 Melita Eagles 4. 


Urukalo’s 
double! 


BY JOHN ECONOMOS 


Alistair Edwards. 


MICHAEL URUKA- 
LO, coach of Johore 
completed an ‘hi- 
storic double’ last 
Saturday night 
when he won the 
25th Malaysian 
Cup Final, downing 
Kenny Worden’s 
Selengor 3-1 at the 
Merdeka Stadium, 
Kuala Lumpur. 

The match was a sell- 
out with a capacity 
crowd of 45,000 with 
gate-takings a record 
$260,000. 

The fierce battle was 
played in heavy rain 
that turned the pitch 
into an almost unplay- 
able surface. 

But it had little affect 
on Johore’s tenacity to 
win the match, 

Urukalo, Apia’s for- 
mer NSL coach, not 
only became the first 
foreign coach to win the 
League Championship, 
but now is also the first 
coach in Malaysian 
Football history to have 
won the League as well 
as the prestigious Cup 
Final. 

Yugoslavia’s youth 
international midfiel- 
der, Erwin Boban star- 
red by scoring all the 
goals for Johore in the 
10th, 60th and 83rd 
minutes. 


Abbas Saad, Sydney 
Olympic’s fiery striker 
missed the Cup Final 
through suspension af- 
ter an urgent appeal for 
him to play was rejected 
by F.A.M. 

Alistair Edwards, 
also a former Sydney, 
Olympic player, set up 
Boban’s first goal. 

Boban completed his 
hattrick seven minutes 
from fulltime when he 
scored with a magnifi- 
cent free-kick beating 
former Czechoslovaki- 
a’s 1982 World Cup 
goalkeeper, Karel 
Stromfik, from a free- 
kick. 

Former Socceroo 
centre-back, Robbie 
Dunne, playing for Se- 
lengor, was booked in 
the 38th minute for a 
crude tackle. 

Boban whose wife 
presented him with a 
baby son two weeks 
ago, maintained that 
the birth of his new son 
was a lucky omen for 
him in the Cup Final. 

Selangor equalised 
through Mohammad ~ 
Gini in the 53rd minute, 
but Johore pressed ahe- 
ad seven minutes later 
to 2-1. 

Urukalo stated after 
the match: 

“We won because we 
played the better foot- 
ball.” 


U19 PLAYERS — 
STATE LEAGUE DIV 1 


Enjoy your football in a semi-pro 
environment with a club which has the full 
support of the District Association, 
excellent playing/training/social facilities 
and is dedicated to furthering players’ 
careers. Newly appointed club coach 
John Symon is anxious to talk to all 


players interested in joining our State 
League ranks and in particular will be 
conducting trials for potential U19s on 
Sundays November 10, 17 and 24 
commencing at 4pm on Santa Rosa 
Park, Bridge Rd, Ryde. 


Gladesville-Hornsby FA 


For enquiries phone Steve Jupp, 


807 6875 (ah) 


THIS WEEK’S MATCH LIST 


WEEK 328 


SAT. 9th NOVEMBER, 1991 


BARNSLEY BRISTOL R. 


[at 


BRIGHTON MIDDLESBRO 


BRISTOL C. 
IPSWICH 


SUNDERLAND 
CAMBRIDGE U. 


NEWCASTLE 


ENGLISH DIVISION 2 


SOUTHEND 
WATFORD 


SWINDON 
LEICESTER 


DERBY 


WIGAN A. 


WOLVES 
BRENTFORD 


Ry 


Get your 
Pools in! 


It takes only six 


numbers to win. 
MATCH RESULTS 


NO. OF TIMES EACH NUMBER OCCURRED fee NO. OF WEEKS NUMBER OCCURRED 

2 3 6 10, 3. 5 7 9 0 
3 28| 36} 60 6 at 2 |e | 

12 1 17 fie 9 720 
fe[rfo [i fiels [o lt [oi] 
24 26 [27 | 28 J29 ]30 21 23 J2a }25 [26 J27 [28 20 

64 [60 | 78} 72 1 1] 340] 2 fia; 3 ma 
rferfeofe | | [| Psy T 


Results History is from Week 38, the start of six from 38 Pools. 


RESULTS OF 
WEEK 327 SAT NOVEMBER 2, 1991 


Winning Match Numbers (in numercial order): 
13, 17, 25, 33, 34, 35. 
Supplementary Number: 19. 
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H.F.S. LOANS 


LGE. PREM. DIV. 


* BEAZER 
PREM. DIV. 
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SCOTTISH PREMIER 
DIVISION 


SCOTTISH 
DIVISION 1 


SEE > 
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AROUND AND ABOUT THE NS 


fc) No real cup interest! 


eae CITY 1 
eae OLYMPIC 0 


BY ALBERT MARTINEZ 


ALTHOUGH spec- 
tators stayed away 
in their hundreds, 
Wollongong City 
mustered enough 
enthusiasm to beat 
Sydney Olympic 
1-0 in their first 
round NSL Cup tie 
at Brandon Park 
last week. 

Whether an entry fee 
of $10, a cool spring 
evening or a lack of pre- 
match publicity were to 
blame, only 670 paying 
patrons watched two of 
the NSL pacesetters go 
into action. 

Both clubs fielded 
teams with a number of 
changes from the previ- 
ous weekend’s 
matches. 

Olympic were with- 
out goal-scoring sensa- 
tion Tim Bredbury as 
well as Gary Philips, 
Grant Lee and Ziatko 
Nastevski. 

The Wolves took the 
field with virtually a dif- 
ferent backline after 
losing goalkeeper John 
Filan, defenders Mike 
O’Shea, David Green, 
Mike Hollifield and 
captain David Green. 

A shaky Wolves 
backline took time to 
come to grips with the 
enthusiastic running of 
Pablo Cardoza and Ja- 


son Bennett. 
But despite their ter- 


‘ritorial advantage in the 


first-half Olympic 
could not find a clear 
passage to goal. 


It was left to Wolves 
striker Kevin Hagan to 
break the deadlock four 
minutes from half- 
time. 

Hagan received a 
pass from Mike Smith 
inside the box on the 
left and showing great 
composure, switched 
the ball onto his right 
foot and then calmly 
curled the ball around 
Olympic goalkeeper 
Gary Meier into the 
bottom right-hand cor- 
ner of the net. 

After the break Wol- 
longong looked a more 
confident outfit as their 
defence sorted out the 
positional problems 
and looked at getting 
forward. 


WOLLONGONG CITY: 
Pezzano, Cellini (H/T 
Sharpley), Lloyd, Horsley, 
Yankos, Morlando, Bun- 
dalo, Hagan (68min Ol- 
dridge), Bate, Brodnik, 
Smith. 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC: 
Meier, Barrett (H/T Sorras), 
Ironside, Hooker, Bernal, 
Augerinos, Tsekenis, Hri- 
stodolou, Cardoza, Kat- 
holos, Bennett (77min 
Refenes). 

SCORER: 
41min. 

YELLOW CARDS: Bar- 
rett 33min, Tsekenis 
21min (Sydney Olympic). 

REFEREE: Emmanuel 
Loupis. 

CROWD: 670 


Hagan 


MELBOURNE 
CROATIA 3 
HEIDELBERG 1 


BY GREG BLAKE 


MELBOURNE Cro- 
atia paid the price 
for mid-week ope- 
ning round NSL 
Cup success when 
it lost goal-ace Ivan 
Kelic and defensive 
king-pin Andrew 
Marth with injury 
during its 3-1 defeat 
of Heidelberg un- 
der lights at Olym- 
pic Park last Wed- 
nesday night. 

Kelic had his jaw bro- 
ken in two places and 
lost two teeth in a clash 
which left the Croatia 
camp fuming and the 
club top scorer is unli- 
kely to play again for at 
least 12 weeks. 

Marth has torn a qua- 
dricep muscle and is si- 
delined for at least four 
weeks. 

Croatia rested Fran- 
cis Awaritefe and skip- 
per Jo Biskic for the cup 
clash but the match un- 
earthed two prospecti- 
ve senior stars in former 
St Albans striker Ollie 
Pondeljak and youth 
team star Joe Bacak. 

This livewire pair 
shared the spoils 
against the Bergers, 
with Pondeljak grab- 
bing Croatia’s opening 
goal and Bacak, off the 


bench early, grabbing a 
double strike late in the 
match. 

Pondeljak struck af- 
ter just six minutes, 
scoring in Paul Trimbo- 
li-like fashion as he tur- 
ned swiflty to rifle home 
a shot from the right 
hand corner of the pe- 
nalty box. 

Heidelberg keeper 
Jeff Olver did well to 
stop Kelic as the lanky 
striker ran one-on-one 
at him in the 22nd minu- 
te as the match develo- 
ped into a hit-and-miss 
affair with the rain tum- 
bling down. 

Croatia survived a 
mini-rivival by the Ber- 
gers before pulling 
away, Mark Silic hitting 
the crossbar in the 70th 
minute before Bacak 
made it 2-0 just minutes 
later. 

Damian Mori was de- 
nied by the woodwork 
in the 81st minute as 
Croatia pulled away but 
Phil Stubbins, with a su- 
per individual effort, 
grabbed a goal back for 
the Bergers against the 
run of play with six mi- 
nutes remaining. 

With four minutes 
left on the clock, young 
Silic made the match 
safe for Croatia with his 
second goal of the 
night, his shot from 16 
metres deflecting past 
Olver and into the net. 

MELBOURNE CROA- 
TIA: Miller, Donnelly, Tala- 
jic, Selemidis, Hannah, 
Marth (Silic 17), Milosevic, 


Marconi should stay away 


BY GREG BLAKE 


FOR mighty Mar- 
coni, currently 
going through its 
toughest spell in a 
decade, recovery 
might mean getting 
away from Marconi 
Stadium, or even 
NSW for that 
matter. 

For the history books 
show that Marconi is 
clearly the best inter- 
state traveller in the 
NSL. 

It was interesting to 
note Frank Scicluna’s 
ABSW piece last week 
(2910) on Marconi’s 
abysmal recent home 
record of recent times. 

In contrast, we tho- 
ught it intriguing to find 
out just where teams 
travel best when jour- 
neying out of their 
home states. 

And the record clear- 
ly shows that Marconi is 
the best team in the 
NSL when it goes on ‘on 
the road’ around the 
country. 

Marconi has a 
remarkable record of 


success when travelling 
interstate, a record 
which eclipses that of 
any other current NSL 
club. 

In its NSL history the 
“Green Machine’ has 
played 90 league games 
out of NSW (to the end 
of round 4 this season), 
winning a remarkable 
45 of those games. 

That 50 percent suc- 
cess rate is streets ahead 
of the next-ranked 
club, Melbourne Croa- 
tia, which has won 23 of 
55 matches outside Vic- 
toria since joining the 
league in 1984. 

In complete contrast, 
Preston is far and away 
the worst victim of tra- 
vel sickness. 

The Connor Reserve 
boys have managed just 
15 wins from 91 outings 
outside Victoria since 
taking up NSL mem- 
bership in 1981, a win- 
ning rating of a miserly 
16.48 percent. 

Marconi apparently 
revels in travelling 
south to Victoria, whe- 
re it has won 29 of 54 
games since 1977. 


However, Preston 
apparently loathes the 


journey north to NSW, 
having won just five of 
its 61 matches in that 
state over the past 
decade. 

The West Adelaide 
Sharks are the other 
team which particularly 
dislike the trip to 
NSW, having scored 
just 15 successes in 64 
trips to the harbour city 
and its surrounds. 

Queensland is a rea- 
sonably happy hunting 
ground for every club 
except Apia, which has 
managed just a single 
victory in the steamy 
north in 12 trips, and 
Sydney Croatia, yet to 
win an NSL match in 
that state. 

South Australia has 
been the graveyard of 
many teams over the 
years with Heidelberg 

Wollongong City 
and Melita Eagles suf- 
fering most on their 
visits to the city of chur- 
ches. 

Melita is yet to win in 
SA, whilst Wollongong 
has won one of 11 and 
Heidelberg has been 
successful only three 
times in Adelaide in 23 
visits. 
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The least successful 
club when travelling 
into Victoria is Sydney 
Olympic, having won 
only 11 of 51 games 
down south over the 
years. 

The following chart 
reflects success rate of 
each club in terms of 
matches won as against 
matches played outside 
their home state. 


MARCONI: 45 of 90 
(50.00 %). 

MELBOURNE CROA- 
TIA: 23 of 55 (41.82 %). 

SOUTH MELBOURNE: 
42 of 135 (31.11 %). 

ADELAIDE CITY: 53 of 
185 (28.65 %). 

HEIDELBERG: 32 of 116 
(27.59 %). 

SYDNEY CROATIA: 10 
of 38 (26.32 %). 

SYDNEY OLYMPIC: 21 
of 84 (25.00 %). 

ADELAIDE SHARKS: 31 
Of 127 (24.41 %). 

WOLLONGONG: 13 of 
54 (24.07 %). 

APIA: 17 of 76 (22.37 %). 

MELITA EAGLES: 3 of 
15 (20.00 %). 

PRESTON: 15 of 91 
(16.48 %). 

League newcomers 
Newcastle and Brisbane 
had both played only two 
matches outside their 
home states to the end of 
round four, each boasting 
one win from two trips. 


Mori, Davidson, Kelic (Ba- 
cak 26), Pondeljak. 

HEIDELBERG: Olver, 
Bratten, Scott, Hodgson, 
Cranney, Stubbins, Gout- 
zioulis, Hunter, MacNicol, 
Michailidis, Lewis (lliopo- 
ulos 69). 

REFEREE: J.Fraser. 

CROWD: 3723 (double- 
header). 


PRESTON 4 
STH MELBOURNE 2 
BY GREG BLAKE 


SOUTH Melbou- 
rne’s dreams of a 
league and cup do- 
uble came to an em- 
phatic end at the 
hands of a determi- 
ned Preston last 
Wednesday night 
as Makedonia ran 
away to a 4-2 win in 
the first round 
knock-out clash 
under lights at 
Olympic Park. 

South paid the price 
for its bid to make the 
last four for a record- 
breaking sixth successi- 
ve season when it lost 
club games record hol- 
der Steve Blair with a 
badly torn hamstring 
after just eight minutes 
play. 


Without him Hellas 
struggled and Preston 
took in a 2-0 half time 
lead and then weathe- 
red a spirited Souths re- 
vival before running 
out easy winners. 

Preston led after 22 
minutes, with skipper 
Steve Jackson poun- 
cing to make it 1-0 as he 
pushed home a rebo- 
und after a Kris Traja- 
novski effort had roc- 
ked the Hellas cros- 
sbar. 

Eight minutes later, 
last year’s defeated cup 
finalist made it 2-0 
when a speculative Lou 
Bekiaris shot was parri- 
ed by Souths keeper 
Bruce Maclaren and 
Warren Spink was on 
hand to put the lose ball 
away. 


Souths staged a mini- 
revival as Kimon Talia- 
doros hit the crossbar 
with a 35th minute hea- 
der, and then Paul 
Wade squandered a pe- 
nalty, following a han- 
dball decision against 
John Waddell, as his 
spot kick was brilliantly 
pushed wide by Pre- 
ston’s stand-in custodi- 
an Sean Keogh. 

Hellas finally pulled 


one back in the 53rd mi- 
nute as Paul Trimboli 
stole in to rob Waddell 


in the area and score 
from close range. 


But under-rated Pre- 
ston speedster Lou Be- 
kiaris made the game 
safe when he scored a 
fine goal on the hour, 
turning swiftly on the 
edge of the box before 
angling a centimetre- 
perfect shot inside the 
far post. 


Bekiaris struck again 
three minutes later to 
put South Melbourne 
out of the race with sub- 
stitute Con Boutsianis 
managing a final conso- 
lation goal for South 
Melbourne 16 minutes 
from full time. 


PRESTON: Keogh, Spa- 
sevski, Stojcevski, Jac- 
kson (Petrov 30), Parton, 
Roodhouse, Bekiaris, 
Trajanovski, Spink, Wad- 
dell, Zinni. 


SOUTH MELBOURNE: 
Maclaren, Healy, Posteco- 
glou, Durakovic, Blair 
(Boutsianis 8), Wade, Tali- 
adoros, Wright, Trimboli, 
Hasler, Tsolakis. 


REFEREE: Z.Mnich, 
CROWD: 3723 (double- 
header). 


Nice and easy for City 


ADELAIDE CITY 1 
WEST ADELAIDE 0 
BY ALAN CLARK 


ADELAIDE City 
eased into the 
semi-finals of the 
NSL Cup on Wed- 
nesday with a 1-0 
win over local rival 
West Adelaide at 
Hindmarsh 
Stadium. 

City now meets the 
winner of the Preston- 
Melbourne Croatia 
clash in the semis on 
March 9 after receiving 
a quarter-final bye. 

Defensive misfor- 
tune separated West 
and City. 

Reinstated Jimmy 
Keramidas said after 
the game he had been 


unsighted over a good 
Joe Mullen centre in 
just nine minutes. 

The ball hit him on 
the shoulder and re- 
bounded into the path 
of Steve Maxwell, who 


left stand-in goalkeeper * 


Chris Tsoleridis with no 
chance. 

Tsoleridis only had 
been drafted into the 
team und at the ele- 
venth hour after Peter 
Blazincic withdrew 
with an ankle injury. 
He and City Robert Za- 
bica were stand-out 
players. Tsoleridis had 
a string of brave saves 
and Socceroo Zabica 
produced the magic 
moment of the evening 
with a finger tipper in 70 
minutes to deny im- 
pressive Eddie Briscoe. 

“This was more like a 
practice game. Once we 


got 1-0 up we had the 
game under control,” 
City coach Zoran Matic 
said later. 

West coach Nick 
Pantsaras said: “I think 
we just had the edge in 
the second-half after an 
even first. 

“We were competi- 
tive but again conceded 
a silly early goal that 
was costly.” 

Raymond Blair of 
West and City’s Paul 
Shillabeer picked up 
bookings. 

ADELAIDE CITY: Zabi- 
ca, Shillabeer, Vidmar, 
Ivanovic, Tobin, Melta, Ta- 
pai (Aloisi 60), Brooks 
(Barbaro 83), Mullen, Max- 
well, llic. 

WEST ADELAIDE — 
Tsolderidis, Mills, Hiern, 
Slager, Canosa, Kerami- 
das, Vatsilas, Brazzale, 
Briscoe, Santrac, Blair 
(Perucho 78). 


Brisbane seek fans 


BRISBANE United 
officials are hoping 
Saturday night 
games will be the 
key to boosting 
home attendances 
for the rest of the 
National Soccer 


League season. 

The fledgling NSL 
team have drawn 2500 
spectators to each of 
their home games so far 
this season. 

But United chairman 
Clem Jones said the 


club was banking on 
Saturday night fixtures 
to boost spectator inte- 
rest. 

“The team has had a 
marvellous start to the 
season and there is a 
tremendous spirit in the 
team,” he said. 

“T think Saturday 
night games will attract 
a lot more people be- 
cause people’s enter- 
tainment habits are not 
as rigid as in the 
daytime. 

United’s first Satur- 


day night fixture is this 
week against Sydney 
Olympic at Perry Park. 

Jones said Saturday 
night games would be 
marketed as “family 
nights” 

“I’m optimistic that 
crowds will improve 
when we go to playing 
on Saturday nights,” he 
said. 

“The emphasis will 
be on making the games 
family nights where pa- 
rents can bring their 
kids.” 
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Barcelona’92 


BY LOU GAUTIER 


NEW Zealand will 
be much better pre- 
pared than Austra- 
lia when the Ocea- 
nia Olympic qualifi- 
ers kicks off in Fiji 
this week. 

While the Olyroos 
have had no prepar- 
ation whatsoever, with 
the cancellation of their 
proposed European 
tour in June/July, the 
Kiwis played twice in 
Queensland en route to 
Fiji and have also tou- 
red New Caledonia. 

No wonder coach 
Eddie Thomson is 
worried. 

He should be. 

Despite Australia’s 
three victories at home 
against New Zealand, 
Papua-New Guinea 
and Fiji, the return 
games in the sweltering 
heat of Fiji will be no 
sinecure, especially the 
match against New 
Zealand, who always 
lift their game against 


Australian opposition 
in any sport. 

New Zealand will 
meet Fiji this Thursday, 
November 7, and then 
have a six-day break be- 
fore meeting Australia 
in their second match 
on November 13. 

The Aussies will have 
met Papua New Guinea 
on November 11, and 
they end their Oceania 
qualifiers against host 
country Fiji on Novem- 
ber 16. 

The Fijians, with an 
eye to getting maxi- 
mum advantage by 
playing in conditions 
that favour them, have 
scheduled 3pm kick- 
offs when the heat and 
humidity will be 
exhausting. 

But there’s nothing 
wrong with that — all 
home sides make sure 
they enjoy the full bene- 
fit of playing at home, 
unlike Australia which 
must be the only coun- 
try in the world which 
goes out of their way to 
be hospitable hosts. 


Main striker: DAVID SEAL 


Olympic q 
will not be eas 


Just remember Scot- 
land in 1985, when the 
Australian Soccer Fe- 
deration, instead of 
scheduling the World 
Cup play-off in stifling 
heat, with a noon kick- 
off, elected to play in 
the freshness of a Mel- 
bourne evening, in con- 
ditions that suited the 
Scots perfectly! 

Only in Australia 


Thomson had the 
Olyroos at the AIS in 
Canberra last week and 
the squad flew out on 
Thursday, allowing 
four days only to accli- 
matise for the opener 
against Papua New 
Guinea. 

Not good enough. 

But even tougher will 
be the Aussies’ path 
once — and if — they 
win Oceania. 

They will NOT play 
in a round-robin against 
European countries as 
erroneously reported in 
a Sydney daily news- 
paper last week. 

They will play a 


home-and-away series 
with the best non-quali- 
fier from Europe. 

The European coun- 
tries are now engaged in 
qualifying matches in 
eight groups. 

The winners of each 
group will meet in 
home-and-away quar- 
ter-finals, the winners 
of which will qualify for 
the finals in Barcelona 
in July 1992. 

The best loser of the 
quarter-finals will then 
meet the winner of 
Oceania. 

This is certain to be 
the scenario now that 
Israel appear to have 
lost the chance of win- 
ning Group 8. 

The Oceania winners 
would have played 
them in the play-offs 
had they won their 
Group 8 in Europe, but 
Sweden appear certain 
to win that group now. 


If Australia take out 
Oceania the very costly 
play-off against Euro- 
pean opposition will be 
held only six weeks be- 
fore the Olympics kick- 
off, on July 24. 

Australia’s task 
against the likes of 
Czechoslovakia, Italy, 
Germany, Poland or 
Sweden will be very, 
very difficult, if not im- 
possible. 

Only the best pre- 
paration for the Oly- 
roos will do. 


So far only one oppo- 
nent has been arran- 
ged for the team should 
it win Oceania — South 
Korea, in January. 

Unless the ASF is 
prepared to undertake 
a four or five-match 
tour of Europe before 
the Aussies, if they win 
Oceania, play their 
away play-off leg, we 
have two chances of 
getting to Barcelona — 
Buckley’s and none. 

Winning in Fiji next 
week is the easy part. 

It’s the final hurdle 
that appears to be insur- 
mountable. 

This is the squad Ed- 
die Thomson has selec- 
ted for the three games 
in Fiji: John Filan, 
Mark Bosnich, Ned 
Zelic (c), Dominic Lon- 
go, Steve Georgakis, 
Shaun Murphy, Milan 
Blagojevic, Tony Vid- 
mar, John Gibson, 
Damian Mori, George 
Slifkas, Eric Hristodo- 
ulou, John Markovski, 
Steve Refenes, Carl 
Veart, David Seal, 
Gary Hasler, Mark 
Babic. 
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Star Olympian Milan Blagojevic 


ualifiers 


yl 


Kiwis cocky 


New Zealand Olym- 
pic coach lan Mar- 
shall believes Austra- 
lia is in the box seat to 
win the Oceania qual- 
ifying rounds in Fiji. 

“Australia has 
already posted three 
wins, with good goal 
averages, while the rest 
of us have yet to put a win 
on the board,” he said. 

“But Australia isn’t 
the only worry. Fiji at 
home presents a huge 
problem and we play 
them first. 

“They don’t travel 
well but they beat our 
senior team last time we 
played in Fiji.” 

New Zealand has had 
four withdrawals from 
the original squad, three 
of whom played against 
Australia in Melbourne. 

Captain Chris Jackson 
will undergo a back 
operation in the next few 
days, Shaun Williams is 
injured while Kane 
Lynch and Gavin Wil- 
kinson have given pre- 
ference to university. 
exams. 

“New Zealand per- 
forms at their best when 
their backs are to the wall 
and we will face that 
situation in Fiji,” said 
Marshall. 

“But even though 


we'll battle hard on the 
park. I still feel it’s im- 
portant for Australia and 
New Zealand to have 
good relations. We don’t 
want that to change. 

“I was thrilled about 
the performances by the 
Australian Under 20 and 
Under 17 teams in the 
world titles earlier this 
year. 

“Obviously, I hope 
their Olympic Games 
team doesn’t do as 
well,” he added. 


kak 


And this is the full 
match scheduled in Fiji: 
* 7 November New 
Zealand ys Fiji; * 9 
November Papua New 
Guinea vs Fiji; x 11 No- 
vember Papua New 
Guinea vs Australia; * 
13 November New Zea- 
land vs Australia; * 15 
November Papua New 
Guinea vs New Zea- 
land; * 16 November 
Fiji vs Australia; * 18 
November New Zea- 
land vs Papua New Gui- 
nea; * 20 November 
Fiji vs New Zealand; * 
23 November Fiji vs Pa- 
pua New Guinea. 

Australian referees 
in the tournament are: 
John McConnell and 
Gary Power. 


SWEDEN 


VISIT 


The Socceroos 
three-match series 
against Sweden will 
be played in Sydney, 
Melbourne and Ade- 
laide. 

The first game is in 
Sydney on January 26, 
then it’s Adelaide turn 
on January 29, and the 
final match is in Melbou- 
tne on February 2. 

The Swedes have 
chosen Australia as part 
of their preparation for 
next June’s European 
Championship, for 
which they have qual- 
ified automatically as 
host nation. 

It is, however, doubt- 
ful whether they can 
bring anything like a full 
complement of players 
down under. 

Most of their players 
are based abroad, and 
some be required by 
their clubs in Italy and 
Portugal. 

Besides players who 
are based in Sweden, the 
Swedes should be able to 
bring their internatio- 
nals who play in Ger- 
many and in the low 
countries(Belgium and 
Holland) as these coun- 
tries have a winter 
break. 


— LOU GAUTIER 
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Palatsides well and 


Pats: 


South Melbourne star Joe Palatsides. 


JUST five months 
after being eleva- 
ted to hero status 
on the biggest day 
on the NSL calen- 
der, all the gloss of 
South Melbourne’s 
championship win 
has been tarnished 
for Joe Palatsides. 


‘Pala’, the likeable 
rogue and young vete- 
ran of three NSL clubs, 
is on the outer and tran- 
sfer-listed by the club 
he still insists is the best 
in the country. 

On May 5 this year 
his name was etched 
forever into Hellas fol- 
klore when he scored 
the club’s dramatic late 
equaliser against Mel- 
bourne Croatia, forcing 
the game into extra 
time and an eventual 
penalty shoot-out 
which broke the Middle 
Park title drought. 

“It’s a real come- 
down, there’s no doubt 
about that”, says Pala- 
tsides. 


truly on the outer! 


“Tm more than a lit- 
tle disappointed at leav- 
ing, particularly as So- 
uth Melbourne is such a 
good club and I am lea- 
ving lots of mates there. 

“And what has 
made it worse is that the 
club is asking $18,000 
for me. 

“That is pretty re- 
strictive and I really 
don’t think it is justi- 
fied”. 

Palatsides, who filled 
in as a jack-of-all-trades 
during his two years at 
Middle Park, still be- 
lieves that his limited 
Opportunities stemmed 
from a disagreement 
with coach Ferenc 
Puskas. 

According to Palatsi- 
des, he felt Puskas had 
had something against 
him from the day he 
walked into the club. 

“There was nothing 
I could put my finger 
on, I just got that feel- 
ing”, Palatsides ex- 
plained. 

“T got two goals in 
my only three games up 


front in my first year 
and played other mat- 
ches as a midfielder or 
at right back. 

“Last year I didn’t 
get a game at all until 
round 18. 

“But the rot really 
started when we toured 
Greece. 

“T hadn’t done any- 
thing since the grand fi- 
nal but I knew that once 
the club had bought 
Gary (Hasler) that I wo- 
uld have to pull my 
socks up if I was going to 
hold my spot. 

“I decided I would 
give him (Puskas) no 
excuse to drop me, I 
trained as hard as I'd 
ever done. 

“In the day before 
the first game I scored a 
hat-trick in a practice 
match and yet when the 
team was selected, 
Gary and ‘Tas’ (Steve 
Tasios) were in and I was 
out. 

“To be honest, I was 
really devastated by 
that. 

“Stupidly, I had a go 


Victoria get in step with rest 


THE Victorian Soc- 
cer Federation has 
belatedly fallen into 
line with Austra- 
lia’s other major 
sporting codes 
with the introducti- 
on of a finals series 
of play-offs to deci- 
de the Premier Lea- 
gue champion from 
the 1992 season on. 


But it took the cast- 
.ing vote of former NSL 
club Sunshine George 
Cross to swing the deal 
at a VSF Special Gene- 
ral Meeting in Melbou- 
te last week. 


Needing a two-thirds 
majority in favour to ef- 
fect the change to the 
VSF constitution, Sun- 


shine’s key vote passed’ 


the motion with a 33 to 
12 club vote in favour, 
with one club absent 
from the count. 


What was so nearly 
an embarrassing defeat 
for the VSF was hailed 
as a breakthrough vic- 
tory by VSF Chairman 
Vito Cilauro and Pre- 


mier League Chairman 
Joe Caruso. 

The break from the 
so-called traditional 
first-past-the-post sy- 
stem was clearly not as 
well supported as the 
VSF Board of Manage- 
ment had imagined 
when it convened the 
SGM last month. 


The otherwise mo- 
mentous occasion was 
soured by the over-ri- 
ding feeling of suspici- 
on at the meeting as 
clubs from the lower di- 
visions probed the bo- 
ard’s planning for the 
series. 

Although the finals 
series directly affects 
the Premier League 
only, it took some im- 
passioned speech-ma- 
king in favour of the 
motion to swing the 
vote in the eyes of the 
Victorian League 
clubs. 


As Cilauro suggested 
later, even the hint of 
change appears to 
strengthen the resolve 
of clubs to resist the suc- 
cession of initiatives 
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being considered by the 
VSF. 

This does not augur 
well for the future of the 
likes of the commissio- 
ners‘concept, a change 
considered by the bo- 
ard this year and likely 
to be pursued again un- 
der Cilauro’s. leader- 
ship in 1992. 

But Cilauro re-affir- 
commitment 
to the seemingly monu- 
mental task of pushing 
for further change to 
push the game into the 
1990s. 

Last week’s history- 
making decision, origi- 
nally initiated by the 
Premier League clubs 
themselves, has been 
introduced as a reve- 
nue-raising showpiece 
for the Victorian season 
and a reward for Premi- 
er League clubs which, 
given the NSL’s closed 
shop until 1993, have 
little to play for at 
least the next two years. 

No dates or venues 
for the series have been 
decided, but VSF Exe- 
cutive Director George 
Wallace, in addressing 


the question of the logi- 
stics of the initiative, as- 
sured member clubs 
that finals fixtures wo- 
uld not impinge upon 
any State League com- 
petitions. 

The board also gave 
assurances that post-se- 
ason competitions such 
as the Coppa Italia and 
Hellenic Cups - seen as 
valuable revenue-rai- 
sers by host clubs - wo- 
uld not suffer because 
the VSF was adopting 
the finals play-offs. 

There would also be 
no change to the cur- 
Tent promotion and re- 
legation regulations, al- 
lowing every State Lea- 
gue club the opportuni- 
ty to play in the Premier 
League and contest the 
finals series, to be billed 
as the pinnacle of Victo- 
tian competition. 

The finals will be 
played along the lines 
currently in vogue in 
both the NSL and the 
NSW Rugby League, 
with five teams in con- 
tention for the title at 
the end of the home- 
and-away rounds. 


In week one fifth 
plays fourth in the eli- 
mination final (loser 
eliminated) and second 
plays third in the quali- 
fying final for the right 
to take on the minor 
premier. 

In week two the eli- 
mination final winner 
plays the qualifying fi- 
nal loser (loser elimina- 
ted), with the minor pre- 
mier taking on the qua- 
lifying final winner in 
the major semi final for 
a place in the grand 
final. 


In the penultimate 
game the winner of the 
previous week’s knock- 
out final plays the loser 
of the major semi for 
the right to a grand final 
berth against the major 
semi winner. 


“Tt (the finals con- 
cept) is a proven idea in 
Australian sport and is 
accepted by Australian 
sports followers”, said 
Caruso in his address to 
the clubs. 


“The series won't be 
as big as the NSL but I 
believe it will prove be- 
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neficial to the code all 
the way around. 
“We can look for- 


ward to a lot more pro- ‘ 


motion and we will re- 
tain interest in the com- 
petition in the game un- 
til the end of the season. 

“We are going thro- 
ugh changes in soccer 
and most of them have 
been beneficial to the 
game. 

“This is one of those 
changes for the better. 

“We have to start se- 
eing soccer as not just a 
sport, but an entertain- 
ment package” 

State League Chair- 
man Joe Dockerty also 
supported the proposal 
despite the apparent 
hesitancy of some State 
League club delegates 
to embrace the move. 


“T see it as a progres- 
sive move”, Dockerty 
told the clubs. 


“T support any such 
move so long as we (the 
State League clubs) are 
included in any situa- 
tion. 

“JY don’t think this 
will affect us”. 


at him (Puskas) about it 
— in retrospect it was 
the wrong thing todo. » 

“T knew there and 
then that my time at the 
club was over”, says 
the broken-hearted for- 
mer Brunswick Juven- 
tus and Melbourne City 
livewire. 

Palatsides’ luck 
hasn’t changed much 
since as he sits out the 
opening rounds of the 
season. 

In an attempt to re- 
tain match-fitness Pala- 
tsides played for Hellas 
in a hit-out against Oak- 
leigh and promptly 
strained ligaments in 
his left knee, probably 
cruelling his chance for 
a transfer to Heidel- 
berg. 

Since then, Sydney 
Croatia, Wollongong 
and the Adelaide 
Sharks have all sniffed 
about without confir- 
ming an offer for the 
grand final hero. 

His message is clear. 

“The knee is fine, 
I’m fit and I’m dead 
keen”, he says. 

“Tm looking for a 
club and all I want to do 
is to play and prove a 
few people wrong”. 


Pines 


upset 


THE Victorian sea- 
son finished in sen- 
sational fashion 
last week as Frank- 
ston Pines upset 
the more fancied 
North Geelong to 
win the 1991 State 
League Cup Final at 
Bulleen’s Veneto 
Club home. 

The match finished 
1-1 after extra-time, with 
Pines taking the trophy 
5-3 on penalties. 

After a scoreless first 
half, North Geelong, re- 
cently promoted to the 
Premier League for the 
1992 season, took a 
65th minute lead as 
Adrian Cervinski sco- 
red from a rebound 
from Pines goalkeeper 
Lee Davies. 

But Pines’ Brian 
Johnstone took the 
match into extra-time 
with a dramatic 87th mi- 
nute equaliser. 

North Geelong was 
reduced to ten men dur- 
ing extra time when Da- 
vid Krasic was sent off 
by referee Jim Hogg. 

The favorites survi- 
ved extratime but final- 
ly conceded the State 
League Cup as Pines 
won the shoot-out from 
the penalty spot. 
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USA inthe FIFA women’s World Cu 


© A USA PLAYERIN ACTION 
FASS SRR 


THE Executive 
Director of the 
Australian Wo- 
men’s Soccer 
Association, 
Heather Reid, be- 
lieves that the 
USA will be the 
team to beat in 
the forthcoming 
FIFA Women’s 
World Cup. 

“The USA has had 
excellent preparation 
and should prove to be 
physically and psycho- 
logically stronger in this 
historic event’’, she 
said. 

Reid added that the 
USA was unlucky in the 
FIFA invitational 
world championship in 
1988 when they were 
beaten 1-0 in the quar- 
ter-finals by Norway. 
“They had some upsets 
in the team which saw 
one of their key players 
stay at home with a late 
injury and their captain 
return to the USA fol- 
lowing an unfortunate 
illness in the family”, 
Reid said. 

In August the USA 
women’s team had a 
two-week test run to 
China, site for the first 
FIFA Women’s World 


Championship this 
month. : The tour did 
not include captain, 
April Heinrichs who 
was undergoing knee 
surgery. 

The USA faced the 
tough Chinese national 
team three times and 
lost the first game 1-2, 
drew the second 2-2 and 
romped home with a 3-0 
win in the last match. 
The Chinese played at a 
fast pace with great skill 
and team technical 
speed. 

USA were caught 
off-guard in the first 
game as the players ad- 
justed to the speed of 
play. The second match 
was played before 
40,000 spectators and 
resulted in a see-saw 2-2 
finish. By the third 
game, the Americans 
were in high gear and 
Michelle Skers-Stahl 
personally destroyed 
China by scoring three 
goals. 

Clearly, USA co- 
ach, Anson Dorrance, 
treated the three games 
as the first round of the 
world championship 
where physical and 
psychological strengths 
will be tested. At World 
Cup level the margin of 


Rockdale looking for new HQ 


Rockdale Ilinden are 
aiming to go upmar- 
ket and are bidding 
for a more suitable 
home ground for the 
1992 NSW winter 
season. 

Newly elected club 
president Tom Mackoys- 
ki said: “We have been 
using Hurstville Oval, 
which has some big 


pluses in the quality of its 
facilities. 

“On the debit side the 
spectators are well away 
from the play, and the 
local Council closes the 
ground down if the 
weather is at all adverse. 


“If we can obtain a 
superior ground, free of 
a cricket pitch, we will be 
one of the best placed 


clubs when the new Su- 
per League comes into 
being next season.” 

The new secretary, 
Jim Trajcevski, has had 
plenty of experience with 
the club. : 

He was a player when 
Rockdale Hinden was 
founded, and also has 
previously held the posi- 
tions of both president 


Snowy peaks in Tasmania 


BY WALTER PLESS 


JOHN “‘Snowy”’ 
Compagne, the 20- 
year-old sweeper 
of State League 
club Ulverstone is 
the Tasmanian 
Soccer Writers’ 
Player-of-the-Year 
for 1991. 

Compagne polled 
eight votes to win the 
award, which is in its 
second year. 

White Eagle midfiel- 
der Scott Young won 
the award last year, the 


first time the State’s 
four soccer writers had 
conducted the poll. 

Compagne captai- 
ned the Tasmanian Un- 
der-21 team this season 
for its two matches 
against the visiting 
Joeys, the Australian 
national under-17 side 
which took part in this 
year’s Under-17 World 
Cup in Italy. 


Last Christmas, 
Compagne, together 
with his Ulverstone 
team-mate, Anthony 
Guilbert, went to Scot- 
land where they trialled 


with Premier League 
club Hibernian. 


The giant defender, 
who measures 196cm, is 
excellent in the air and 
has scored 11 goals this 
season, often when 
coming forward at set- 
pieces. 


His ambition is to 
move interstate and try 
and play in the NSL. 

Compagne is one of 
the favourites for tom- 
morrow night’s Vic 
Tuting Silver Medal co- 
unt for the best and fai- 
test State League 
player. 


and secretary. 

Chris Srbinovski, 
another member of the 
new seven man execu- 
tive, will cover the 
marketing area. 

Already the National 
Australia Bank has re- 
newed its sponsorship, 
and other sponsors are 
expected to follow. 

Mr Mackovski said: 
“Our aim for 1992 is to 
bring in more of the local 
community to comple- 
ment our. strong 
Macedonian following. 

“We believe that 
Lube Jancev did a very 
good coaching job for us 
last season, and he has 
been re-signed. 

“Hopefully we still 
retain almost all of our 
present playing staff. 

“However-attacking 
midfielder Zlatko Mar- 
kovski has returned to 
Wollongong Macedo- 
nia, and there would be 
some doubt whether we 
will have Sydney 
Croatia’s Ivan Petkovic 
again.” 

Rockdale Ilinden 
played convincing foot- 
ball and made fourth 
place and competed in 
the Top Five last season. 


Shire fix 
up staff 


Bill Rigby, Peter Terry 
and John O’Shea are 
in place as the 1992 
coaching team for 
this year’s NSW State 
League premiers, 
Sutherland Shire. 

Rigby will again be in 
charge of first grade, 
assisted by former St 
George and Sutherland 
defender Terry, whilst 
ex-St George star 
O'Shea will attend to the 
Under 19s. 

Sutherland had a great 
first round this year, 
which helped them to 
take the premiership by 
two points from late im- 
provers, Blacktown 
City. 

The circumstances of 
the Interstate Challenge 
loss to Brunswick Juven- 
tus by the narrowest of 
margins wasa'shock for 
the Sydney club. 

“We were more than 
surprised that the Victo- 
rian Federation permit- 
ted them to play two high 
ranking guest players 
from Bulleen and Mor- 
well Falcons in the 
second leg in Melbou- 
rne,” Rigby com- 
mented. 


victory is very narrow 
and each nation will 
need to secure three or 
four points to advance 
to the quarter finals. 

Earlier this year, the 
Americans beat Nor- 
way, 4-0 and 4-2 in an 
invitational Canadian 
tournament. Norway 
has also recently travel- 
led to America and won 
twice against the US 

after finishing se- 
cond in the European 
Championships. 

Norway lost to Ger- 
many in extra time of 
the European final af- 
ter eliminating Den- 
mark on penalties (8-7) 
after the teams failed to 
score in regulation 
time. Denmark was one 
of two countries to beat 
the USA women on a 
European tour in June. 

Meanwhile, the draw 
for the World Cup has 
Oceania’s representati- 
ve, New Zealand, in the 
same group as China, 
Norway and Denmark. 
Reid has stated that this 
group should be the to- 
ughest as there is no 
‘easy beat’ team. “New 
Zealand will need at le- 
ast a point from every 
game if they are to qua- 
lify for the quarter-fi- 
nals’, she said. 

The other teams in 
the World Cup include: 
USA, Japan, Brazil 
and Sweden in Group 
B; Germany, Italy, 
Chinese Taipei (Tai- 
wan) and Nigeria in Gro- 
up C. Norway defeated 


GRANVILLE & DISTRICTS 
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Sweden, 2-1, in the 
FIFA invitational 
world championship in 
1988 with Brazil and 
China finishing third 
and fourth. 


Canberra 
Uni win 
Canberra University 
ended a difficult season 
with success when it 
won the soccer section of 
the recently-completed 
Australian Tertiary 
Education Games in 
Canberra. : 

After losing its open- 
ing fixture in the com- 
petition, which is re- 
stricted to students, the 
university put together 
an unbeaten run of four 
games to reach the semi- 
final where it over- 
whelmed Nepean 4-0. It 
met Macarthur in the fi- 
nal and its 2-0 win 
avenged a loss to the 
same opponent in last 
year’s compeition. 
Weston Creek player 
Tim Dale scored both 
the Canberra goals. 

The university had 
seven players selected in 
the Australian team. 
They are: Dale, Weston 
Creek team-mate Rod- 
ney Vidlers, Nich Behr, 
Darren Toohey (Bel- 
connen United), Paul 
Allen, Nick Crouch 
(Canberra University), 
Ash Bryatt (Tugger- 
anong United). 


1992 REPRESENTATIVE 
TEAMS TRIALS 


JUNIOR LEAGUE 
Under 11 and Under 12 
Fridays-October 25, November 1, 8, 15 
YOUTH LEAGUE 
Under 13 and Under 14 
Tuesdays-October 22, 29 November 5, 12 
Under 15 and Under 17 
Tuesdays-October 24, 31, November 7, 14 
WOMENS REPRESENTATIVE 
Under 15 and Under 17 
Wednesdays-October 23, 30, November 6,13 


ALL TRIALS TO BEHELD AT 


RYDALMERE PARK 


Dp 


Victoria Road 
Rydalmere 


Commencing at 6pm 
For further information: 
Junior & Youth League 
John Comito 634-4267 
Womens Representative 
Vi Nutt 872-2188 
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NEWCASTLE Brea- 
kers have run their eye 
over Polonia’s exciting 
teenage scoring talent 
Shane Porter. 

Coach Bruce Stowell, 
on the recommendation 
of his fitness co-ordina- 
tor, former South Aus- 
tralian Nick Joy, ran the 
rule over Porter, 17, 
during this month’s na- 
tional titles in Parklea. 

SA, with Porter scor- 
ing twice from a mid- 
field role, reached the 
semi-finals. 

“Nothing has happe- 
ned yet. I'll just have to 
wait and see if there are 
any developments with 
Newcastle,’’ Porter 
said. 

“My contract with 
Polonia is up at the end 
of November and I'll be 
thinking more about my 
future then. I'll see what 
comes up.” 

Porter, an apprentice 

_with a confectionery 
manufacturer, was 
SA’s most exciting 
scoring sensations early 
in the past season and 
marked himself as a 
player with NSL poten- 
tial. 

Along with West Ade- 
laide’s Paul Agostino 
and Jamie Perin and 
John Aloisi, of Adelaide 
City, Porter was called 
into a Youth Socceroo 
training camp after the 
nationals by coach Les 
Scheinflug. 


“We had a good tour- 
nament and should have 
made the final but that is 
how it goes,’’ Porter 
said. ‘“‘The camp was 
good and I think the 
four of us all did well. 

“Les said he would be 
sending a letter to those 
he wanted to go back for 
another camp before 
Christmas. We’ll have 
to wait to see about 
that.” 

City coach Zoran 
Matic on weekend radio 
tipped a golden future 
for Aloisi if he keeps up 
his rate of improve- 
ment. 


“He looks one of our 
young players who 
could make it to the 
NSL,” Matic said. 

“He is strong for his 
age, quick, athletic and 
has an eye for goals. He 
looks as if he has a big 
future if he keeps up his 
progress.” 

kik 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN SOCCER SCENE 


seccccocoococcocoocooes WITH ALAN CLARK <cccccoccccccocoooe 


: ity in action against South Melbourne 
‘RS a TE CNR RS CN SS ES 


ADELAIDE City 
coach Zoran Matic is 
suspicious City midfiel- 
der Zoran Ilic was left 
out of the Australian 
Olympic Games quali- 
fying squad to play in 
Fiji next month because 
of political reasons. 

“T cannot understand 
it,’ Matic said. “He has 
been involved all along 
and now he is omitted. 

“T have been in touch 
with (Eddie) Thomson 
but he has not replied to 
me about it. 

“City supplies many 
players to the national 
squads and I feel we are 
due some consideration 
from the soccer 
bosses.” 

Had Ilic been in the 
touring squad with 
Tony Vidmar and Carl 
Veart, City, under NSL 
tules, could have called 
for a deferment of its 
crucial games Heidel- 
berg (a November 10) 
and Melbourne Croatia 
(h, November 17). 

The Zebras now will 
go into these games 
with two international 
players short. Any 
other injuries or 
suspensions would put 
real stress on Matic’s 
playing depth. 

Kk 
WEST Adelaide stron- 
gman Claudio Canosa 


looked like a bull run- 
ning wild with his keen 
aggression early in the 
league derby with City. 

But Victorian referee 
John Santa Isabel called 
on some inside informa- 
tion to calm down the 
defender. 

He had a quiet word 
in the big man’s ear — in 
his native Spanish. 

Canosa has undoub- 
ted enthusiasm for the 
job at hand. 

But his rough and 
tumble methods look 
sure to earn him more 
than one talking to this 
season. 


kkk 


STATE coach Martyn 
Crook has been re-ap- 
pointed boss of Para 
Hills for next'season. 

The announcement 
was made at Para’s pre- 
sentation evening on 
Friday when teenager 
Mark Yates scooped 
the pool. 

Yates, who will tour 
the UK from December 
with the Australian 
High School team, was 
most improved, Sup- 
porters’ Player of the 
Year and Player of the 
Year. 

Ray Deeley was vo- 
ted Players‘ Player of 
the Year with similar 
under-18 and reserves 


Porter ins 


— JANUSZ KAMMA 
mss. 


awards going to Brad- 
ley Smith and Owen 
O’Neill (joint) and Colin 
Plunkett respectively. 

Most improved un- 
der-18 was Sean Rey- 
nolds with Smith snar- 
ing the Reserves. Barry 
Crook and Paul Blute 
shared the goal-scoring 
award. 

Martyn Crook belie- 
ves next season’s Foun- 
dation SA League title 
is not out of Parra 
Hills’ grasp. 

“J am not prepared to 
promise anything and 
we need to strengthen 
for next season,”’ 
Crook said. “But, if all 
in the club work for it 
there could be a cham- 
pionship. 

“Soccer in Australia 
is improving all the 
time. The standards de- 
finitely are lifting. 

“The club here has a 
youth policy and if the 
youngsters are good en- 
ough, they will get their 
chance.” 


Crook receives ex- 
cellent backroom back- 
ing from specialist co- 
ach Barry Cook and re- 
serves boss Micky Doy- 
le,-who both will stay 
with the club next 
season. 

In a welcome touch at 
Para’s presentation 


evening, Anne Jac- 
kson, wife of club ma- 
nager Alec, presented 
unsung heroes Irene 
Blunt, Marion Philbro- 
ok and Jan Stenhniak 
with gifts for the ster- 
ling work they do be- 
hind the scenes. 


kkk 


FORMER Blackwood 
stalwart Alan Charman 
was honoured at the 
Hills’ club’s present- 
ation evening. 
Chairman, a vocife- 
rous and generous bac- 
ker for Blackwood in its 
rise from Division Five 
amateur status to First 
Division Federation sin- 
ce 1977, was presented 
with a plaque by the new 
energetic committee. 


kkk 


RENO Martinovic is 
back as president of 
Croatia. 

He succeeds Tony 
Kilic, who also will give 
assistance to the club in 
the coming season. 

The club committee 
is expected to discuss 
the coaching position in 
the next two to three 
weeks. 

In a topsy turvy year, 
experienced player 
Ante Ljubic took over 
the coaching roles after 
Peter Jaksa resigned. 


Jaksa, favoured to 
lead Campbelltown 
next season, took over 
after Donald Cam- 
pbell’s departure from 
the club. 

kak 


MEMBERS of Adelaide 
City’s official fan club, 
the Zebras, should look 
a picture in coming 
weeks. 

With help from keen 
sponsor, Cafe Buongior- 
no at Norwood, paid up 
members of the Zebras 
club will receive great 
new T-shirts. 

The shirts’ major de- 
sign feature is, of course 
azebra. 

Fans will receive their 
shirts at an official pre- 
sentation evening on 
Friday, November 29 at 
the Hindmarsh hall be- 
hind the Stadium 
grandstand. 

bo .8.9 


AT BLACKWOODK, 
key defender Graham 
Campbell is conside- 
ring his playing future 
after a very successful 
season with the relega- 
ted club. 

He has been named 
Player of the Year — 
following his runner-up 
success in the Foundati- 
on Player of the Year 
count. 

Pat Dinan was run- 


potlight 


ner-up to him at the 
Hills club with Adam 
Wigg scoring in the Re- 
serves and junior ho- 
nors going to Matt 
Skrokoy. 

KK 


INTERNATIONAL 
stars Steve Maxwell and 
Carl Veart had x-rays as 
Adelaide City counted 
some cost from its ste- 
amrolling 4-1 NSL win 
against West Adelaide 
Sharks. 

Veart nursed the foot 
he broke last season but 
that only was badly bru- 
ised,not broken his time. 

Maxwell had a jaw in- 
jury after receiving a 
back-hander. 

kkk 
ADELAIDE City ex- 
pects to welcome Yu- 
goslav midfielder Rat- 
ko Ninkovic by the end 
of this month. 

The club is working 
through the arduous 
immigration details. 

Ninkovic, 24, played 
with First Division club 
FK Zeljeznicar. 

City coach Zoran 
Matic said: “‘We just 
have to wait to see how 
long the immigration 
process takes. We hope 
we can get him here in 
three or four weeks.” 

kek 


Former Adelaide City 
star Aurelio Vidmar is 
going great guns in 
Belgium. 

He is enjoying the life 
of a full-time professi- 
onal. 

The Socceroo has 
bagged eight goals since 
joining unfashionable 
Kortrijk for what now 
looks a_ bargain 
$250,000 fee. 

After 11 games, Kor- 
trijk has won two, 
drawn five and lost four 
matches to be 13th on 
the 18-team league 
table. 

“Kortrijk is not a big 
club but it’s a good club 
and I’ve made many 
new friends,” Vidmar 
is reported as saying. 

“At the moment it’s 
freezing cold and I’m le- 
arning how to play on 
muddy pitches. 

“My intention is to go 
as far as I possibly can in 
Europe. 

“Scouts are about 
from other countries 
and I still would like to 
try my luck in Italy.” 


South Australia 
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Croatia has stars 


WIFE ND ET a Bae pe 


Reno takes it | 


andunsungheroes inhis stride — 


BY GREG BLAKE 


IN these glory days 
at Somers Street 
there are hardly un- 
sung heroes. 

Three successive 
finals campaigns, one 
epic grand final and a 
barnstorming start to 
the new season has seen 
to it that few Mel- 
bourne Croatia players 
are anything less than 
household names. 

But whilst the stars 
are shining their arm- 


BY GREG BLAKE 


FOR Reno Minichi- 
ello, a return to NSL 
life with struggling 
Apia is better than 
no return at all. 

To him, a baptism of 
fire in his new club colo- 
urs — including a 6-1 
thumping on his old 
Middle Park stomping 
ground — is a mere hic- 
cup as he reclaims a 
place in the nation’s eli- 
te competition. 


and carried off after 18 
minutes of play. 

“They were great 
days”, recalls Minichi- 
ello. 

“But this is a new 
challenge for me, want- 
ing to play NSL again 
and wanting to prove 
myself. 

“I’m confident I can 
play NSL again - I hope 
so because that’s the 
main reason I went to 
Sydney. 

“T had a few offers in 
Melbourne, but since 
I've played under (co- 


Te BW ee. 4s De ak Le ee 


our and sharpenin The former Mel- 
their swords, there de bournian says he is al- cay ie atte = 
still the bit part players, ready finding his feet in wa’ ‘a i a we t I 5 
fighting like soldier ants Sydney and that he is as Peace, 3 
to make certain that the happy to have linked up “1 think it will b 5 
leading actors can al- with “a great bunch of Dee eae } 
‘ a good move for me”. 
ways deliver their lines guys”. If Minichiello had x 
on time and with a mini- “Pm really happy to E wate : 
mum of problems. be at Apia”, he says. a Ses ana: : 
One such master of “Having Jeff (Doyle) ey uh os a a ENO 
trench warfare is Paul come up at the same Pig ae Me atanus a 
Donnelly, a veteran of time helped settle me in ae teak aD 
over 300 Scottish Lea- but the boys here are all Minichiello says he 
gue games, yet one of great and a really good has already settled into 3 
the least profiled of tho- team unit”. the Sydney lifestyle and ; 
se gracing the Somers peatncle: a Beans ; € namie usta weer a 4 
Street turf in 1991. swick Juventus player ” RE] ] y Fi B : x 
Not that the relative for a decade, came RENO MINICHIELLO helping Apia make its ; 
anonymity of it all bot- through the ranks of | Southern Division Way up the NSL ladder. * 
hers him too much. that club from junior Grand Final as replace- “Tt is a re-built side 
“I don’t mind at all level and admits that, | ments for the suspen- _ With lots of new players 
because it’s great to be although he was disap- ded Peter Lewis and 2nd we really only com- s 
part of such a good team pointed to leave, he had John Dowie. pletely got together one 
set-up”, he says. become a part of the After beating Pre- week before the sea- : 
“It’s inevitable that black and white furni- ston in that dramatic 0, he explained. z 
players like me don’t ture. final, Juve featured in “I really believe that , 
(get much publicity) be- He already boasts an _ the dual-legged natio- __ it is a good team, but it . <, 
cause of the quality of NSL pedigree, having nal play-off with Syd- _- will take five or six or 
the other players who played his part in Juve’s ney City, with Minichi- | weeks before we are i 
are here. only NSL title win back ello getting arunin the _ playing the way Man- x 


“But the important 
thing is that we function 
as a team on and off the 
park”. 

Off the park Donnel- 
ly is a charming and aff- 
able fellow, the type 
you could easily share a 
jar or two with and whi- 
le away the hours. 

On the field he is su- 
rely the most horrendo- 
us of opponents, rather 
like a black hole defen- 
ders fall into and rarely 
extricate themselves 
from. 

A dour low-slung de- 
fender who delights in 
tackling and revels in 
linking up with a Croa- 
tia attack which attacks 
in waves rather than 
ripples. 

Almost the consuma- 
te team performer and a 
player who fits the mo- 


uld of new coach Ken 
Murphy to a tee. 

Indeed, there is more 
than a touch of the 
‘Murph’ about him, 
perhaps explaining his 
eye-catching displays in 
the current season. 

“(Previous coach) 
Ken (Worden) was al- 
ways going to be hard to 
replace but the club has 
come up with a real win- 
ner with Murph”, he 
says. 

“In some ways they 
are similar in that they 
are both real winners. 

“But Murph has in- 
stilled more discipline 
into the team and a new 
part of our make-up is 
that we put more pres- 
sure on teams. 


LIVE NSL BROADCASTS 
EVERY WEEKEND ON 


1503 3AK’S SUPER 
SOCCER SUNDAY 


* Join ABSW’s Greg Blake and the rest of the team each week as 
they describe the action from the match of the round * 


* Review show 10pm-12 Sunday nights 
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UL DONNELLY IN ACTION 


“The good thing 
about him is that, just as 
he was an honest play- 
er, he is also an honest 
coach. The players re- 
spect that”. 

Unlike any number 
of UK imports to grace 
these shores, Donnelly 
has enormous respect 
for Aussie soccer and 
the NSL competition 
and readily admits that 
more than a little hard 
work is required if a 
player is to make the 
grade these days. 

“Let’s put it into 
perspective”, he says. 

“You take players 
like Farina, Vidmar 
and Slater and-realise 
that they’ve impressed 
and made their pre- 


sence felt in Europe. 

“T believe the stan- 
dard here is much hig- 
her than lost of people 
suggest and the day will 
come when Australia 
will prove itself at seni- 
or international 
level”. 

Donnelly, who was in 
Perth before getting the 
call east, originally 
joined Croatia under 
Tan Wallace, back in the 
Ian Dobson, Graham 
Heys and Robbie Dunn 
era. 

And although he 
concedes that that was a 
good side, the current 
team, built by 1989-90 
coach Ivan Raznjevic, 
has the potential to be 
much better. 

“After losing many 
of the players here 
when,I joined we finis- 
hed about sixth”, he 
explained. 

“Then Raznjevic 
came in and got the club 
up again, buying play- 
ers and building a team 
— moulding the players 
together. : 

“We were very dis- 
appointed to lose the 
grand final last year but 
I'm certain we can get 
there again. 

“I’m happy to be a 


part of such a good’ 


side”. 


in 1985. 

He and a young Meh- 
met Durakovic took 
their places in the 1985 


successful second leg in 
Melbourne to replace 
Robbie Cullen after 
Cullen was concussed 


fred wants us to. 

“T think in the weeks 
to come that we'll come 
back”. 


South Melbourne 
boss hits back! 


BY GREG BLAKE 


SOUTH Melbourne 
Hellas president 
George Vasilopou- 
los has hit back in 
the face of criticism 
over the recent si- 
gning, on loan, of 
visa player Robert 
Csabai. 

Canadian-born Csa- 
bai is the son of former 
Ferencvaros (Hungary) 
and Zaragoza (Spain) 
player Josef Csabai, a 
close friend of current 
Hellas coach and for- 
mer Honved and Real 
Madrid star Ferenc 
Puskas. 

Csabai, who comes 
to Hellas on loan from 
Hungarian club Hon- 
ved until next May, has 
been pursued by the 
club for two years since 
Csabai senior told Pu- 
skas his son would like 
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the chance to play un- 
der him. 

But, according to a 
source at Middle Park, 
the signing of the $400 
per-week visa player 
might cause divisions in 
the closely-knit 1991 
grand final team. 

Csabai’s signing co- 
mes as faithful clubmen 
Joe Palatsides and Paul 
Fernandes have been 
transfer-listed and 
amidst suggestions that 
some Hellas players are 
still owed money from 
the championship-win- 
ning 1990/91 campaign. 

Vasilopoulos refuted 
the claims, saying that 
he «completely and ho- 


-nestly» rejected any 


claims of players being 
owed money. 

“And I am disap- 
pointed that any play- 
ers might feel put out by 
our signing of the play- 
er”, said the Hellas 


supremo. 

“But they only won 
the championship in 
May and the push to get 
this player started back 
in September 1989. 

“This is nothing 
against the boys, it has. 
just eventuated. 

“It might 
some people, but play- 
ers come and players go 
and people want to see 
these new players intro- 
duced. 

“It creates interest 
— in his first training 
session we had over 500. 
people come out to see 
him. 

“The bottom line is 
that the coach will make 
the final decisions as to 
who does and who do- 
esn’t make the team. 

“If he is no good and 
he doesn’t make it, 
we've got a return ticket 
and we can send him 
back”. 


upset - 


1 


~ 


Wes: 


ROBBIE Slater is 
out of his slump in 
France and was ra- 
ted Lens’ best play- 
er for the last two 
weeks. 

He got “France Foot- 
ball’? magazine’s hig- 
hest marks in the Lens 
line-up in the 0-0 home 
draw with Le Havre and 
also against Monaco on 
the Riviera — another 
scoreless draw. 

And Graham Arnold 
continued in goal-sco- 
ting vein in Holland. 

His latest goal was a 
56th minute strike to 
give Roda JC a 1-1 draw 
with Sparta Rotter- 
dam, who had opened 
the scoring after 30 mi- 
utes, at Kerkrade. 

Sparta are currently 
in third place in the 
Dutch First Division 
and Roda are fifth, but 
the standings don’t me- 


Robbie Slater 


ant much at this stage as 
several clubs have as 
many as four games in 
hand. 

Both Slater and Ar- 
nold have the Socce- 
roos very much on their 
minds. 

That goes especially 
for French-based Slater 
who does not want to be 
forgotten. 

Slater is our highest 
profile Socceroo in 
western Europe with 
Frank Farina, and as 
such he deserves to be 
included in any of coach 
Eddie Thomson’s 
plans. 

The French First Di- 
vision will be in winter 
recess in January when 
the Socceroos are sche- 
duled to play Sweden. 

He should be flown 
out by the ASF to strut 
his stuff for the Socce- 
TOOs. 

— LOU GAUTIER 


See eel 
kkk 
Newcastle BHP Breakers have joined forces with 


Mitre 10. 


Mitre 10 will be the official sponsor, for the next 5 
years of the Breakers Stadium & Field at Birming- 


ham Gardens. 


The ground will now be known as Mitre 10 


Stadium. 


Michael Thomson, the Marketing Manager for 
Mitre 10 (Newcastle) said Mitre 10 was honoured to 
have been invited to form a relationship with the 
Breakers. “Mitre 10 are very excited and proud 


about this new association”. 
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BY GRAHAM COOKE 


One of the most 
eventful seasons in 
the history of the ACT 
League had a sting in 
its tail when Canberra 
Croatia’s. Tony Pan- 
gallo was named 
Player of the Year. 

Guests at the Roma 
Restaurant, already 
sated by a heady diet of 
the Neame report on 
ACT soccer and the most 
extensive representative 
program in almost two 
decades, were handed a 
final delicacy when Pan- 
gallo, from bottom club 
Canberra Croatia, 
pushed past the 
favourites to clinch the 
title. 

There had been an in- 
kling of what was to come 
when the little midfielder 
or wide attacker took an 
early four-vote lead in 
the progressive count 


calculated at the end of 
the second round. 

And while his margin 
had been whittled down 
to a single vote in the fi- 
nal tally, he had, 
nevertheless, hung on to 
provide the biggest upset 
in the four-year history 
of the award. 

Pangallo came to 
prominence as a 15-year- 
old when the 1988 finan- 
cial crisis at the then Can- 
berra Griffins propelled 
him into the NSW 
League. It also gave him 
a stage on which to im- 
press the national selec- 
tors, and he was included 
in the Australian Joeys’ 
team to play in the world 
under-16 championship 
in Scotland the following 
year. 

A successful tourna- 
ment, during which he 
was named Player of the 
Match against the Un- 
ited States, did not trans- 
late into progress on the 


ACT award shock 


club scene. After a cou- 
ple of seasons in Canber- 
ra’s NSW youth team he 
drifted into the Croatia 
ACT League squad and 
appeared to be well on 
the way to becoming soc- 
cer’s forgotten man. 

That changed in 1991 
when he gained promo- 
tion to the ACT senior 
squad for matches 
against Malaysia and 
Fiji. 

And while Croatia was 
slipping to the bottom of 
the league for the first 
time in its history, he was 
one player who never 
dropped his head. De- 
spite not having an out- 
and-out striker’s role, he 
finished top scorer, and 
his spirit and effort were 
the key factors behind 
last night’s award. 

One vote behind Pan- 
gallo’s total of 22 was 
striker Alan Reis, from 
champion Tuggeranong 
United. 


Puskas lures young Canadian 


ROBERT Csabai is 
confident of his abi- 
lity and hopeful of 
forcing his way into 
the South Mel- 
bourne starting 
line-up shortly. 

The Canadian inter- 
national joined. South’s 
training for the first 
time last week coming 
to Australia after gain- 
ing two years of experi- 
ence in Europe. 

Csabai is the product 
of the Ferenc Puskas 
coaching school in 
Canada. 

His father Josef, a 
first division player in 
Hungary and Spain in 
the Puskas era, is the 
head coach. 

Robert Csabai play- 
ed for Canada at four 
levels. 

He was at the world 
under-17 finals in 1987, 
played 10 games for the 
youth and Olympic 
teams and was drafted 
into the senior side for 
an international tour- 
nament in Morocco in 
1989 — the Games of 
Francophonia. 

At club level, he was 
part of the champion- 
ship-winning Vancou- 
ver 86ers side in his first 
senior season, but his 
father felt he needed 
experience in Europe. 

“T spent time training 


under Radomir Antic 
in Spain Ciro Blazevic 
in France, and Gianni 
Rossi in Italy before 
going over to Honved 
for the past season,” 
Csabai said. 


He was with Honved 
on a non-contract basis, 
but managed a handful 
of first team appear- 
ances as the club won 
the Hungarian first di- 
vision title. 


LACK of finance 
has forced the can- 
cellation of an Aus- 
tralian tour by the 
world-class Brazili- 
an women’s team. 
The Brazilians had 
offered to play a series 
of matches in Australia 
this month on the way 
to the inaugural Wo- 
men’s World Cup finals 


No Brazilian women 


in China. 

Australian women’s 
soccer executive direc- 
tor Heather Reid says 
Brazil was to send a 
squad of 28 but they 
couldn’t afford the pos- 
sible outlay of up to 
$70,000 for match fees 
and accommodation. 

But she says it 
doesn’t mean plans to 
host a touring team 


have been abandoned 
and Australian officials 
will talk to European 
nations in China to seek 
a replacement tour. 

Australia has just 
completed a three- 
match series in New 
Zealand to give the 
Kiwi national side 
some hard match prac- 
tice before it leaves for 
China. 


PERSONALITY 
kkk PLAYER Kk 


* MARK BOSNICH * 
(Sydney Croatia) 


NAME: MarkBosnich 
DATE OF BIRTH: 13/1/72 


HEIGHT & WEIGHT: 6'2"'cms, 86kg 


MARRIED: No 
HOME: Liverpool 
NICKNAME: Boza 
CAR: Ford Laser 


OCCUPATION: Fulltime soccerandSydney 


Croatia's developmentofficer. 


PREVIOUSCLUBS: Manchester United, Sydney 


Croatiaand Marconi 


FAVOURITE OVERSEAS CLUB: Manchester 


United 


FAVOURITE OVERSEAS PLAYER: Neville 


Southall 
FAVOURITE LOCAL PLAYE! 


MOST DIFFICULT OPPONENT: David Seal 
FAVOURITE GROUND: Old Trafford 
MOST MEMORABLE GAME: Manchester United 


vs Tottenham (lastmatch ofthe 


BIGGEST THRILL: Signing for Manchester United 
BIGGEST APPOINTMENT: Notable to obtainwork 


permitin England 


WORST INJURY: Thornankle ligament 
FAVOURITE POSITION: Goalkeeper 
FAVOURITE OTHER SPORTS: Allsports 


FAVOURITE FOOD: Spinach 


FAVOURITE MUSIC: Anythingsthats good 


FAVOURITE TV SHOW: Che 
BEST FRIEND: My dad 


BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON CAREER: Myfamily 


and Ron Corry 


AMBITIONS: To be successful 


MOST PROMISING TEAM-M 


PERSON YOU'D MOST LIKE TO MEET: Mike 


Tyson 


PREDICTION FOR TOP FIVE SERIES: Sydney 
Croatia, Melbourne Croatia, Marconi, South 


Melbourne, Sydney Olympic 


Ri: MarkBabic 


season 1-1) 


ers 


ATE: Mark Babic 


OW SALE &) 


TUESDAY 
COUNTRY: 
WEONESDAY 


Yet another set to 


try luck overseas — 


BRISBANE United 
defender Ibro Ca- 
hut is set to try his 
luck in English foot- 
ball at the end of 
the NSL season. 


IBRO CAHUT 


Cahut, 24, turned 
down a trial with Eng- 
lish third division side 
Stoke City this season 
to jointhe NSL new- 
comers, but has left the 
way open for a trial with 
Stoke when the NSL 
season finishes. 

The former Wollon- 
gong City player had ar- 
ranged to pay his own 
airfare to trial with the 
north English club at 
the end of the Wolves’ 
1990-91 NSL season. 

But Cahut and wife 
Nerina, who is original- 
ly from Brisbane, came 
north for a holiday ear- 
lier this year and their 
plans took a drastic 
change. 

“At the end of last 
NSL season I had the 
trials all ready to go, but 
my old XXXX League 
club Brisbane City 
knew I was up here and 
made me an offer I 
couldn’t refuse,” Cahut 
said. 

“Nerina’s family are 
all here and she said she 
would be happier here, 
so I decided to play out 
the season with Bris- 
bane City. 

“Then Brisbane Uni- 
ted came along and it all 
snowballed from 
there.” 

United signed Cahut 
from Wollongong City 
for $8000 and he has 


LOOKS AT THE 
SUNSHINE STATE 


found a comfortable 
niche in the side at left 
back. 

But Cahut is still 
keen to try his luck 
overseas. 

“It’s still all sweet 
with Stoke and they’ve 
left the offer open to 
me. Provided I pay my 
own fare over,” he said. 

“Tl finish this NSL 
season and provided I 
have a good season with 
no injuries and I feel 
keen at the end of it, I'll 
head to Stoke. 

““My wife’s 100 per 
cent backing me on this 
one.” 

But whether United 
would release the for- 
mer Australian under- 
20 defender if Stoke ac- 
cepted him is a different 
story. 

Cahut is on a two- 
year contract with Bris- 
bane United, but hopes 
to get a release if given 
the chance to play in 
England. 

“The two-year con- 
tract is probably the 
only real hitch,’’ he 
said. i 

‘Brisbane United 
would probably want 
me to play locally here 
in the off-season or not 
at all. 

“Tl have to thrash 
that out with them later 
in the season.”” 

Cahut said he was 
happy with his own 
form so far in the NSL, 
with the personal hig- 
hlight his volleyed goal 
in United’s 3-1 loss to 
Melbourne Croatia. 

“Tm pretty happy so 
far, but I reckon I can 
give another 20-30 per 
cent yet,” he said. 

“We're still learning 
to play together, but I 
reckon we'll go real 
well. 

“T don’t think many 
teams will come up here 
and get points off us, so 
if we can salvage points 
in our away matches, 
we'll get in the top 
five.” 

Cahut said the side’s 
preparation for the 
Melbourne Croatia 
game was not helped by 
the fact the team arri- 
ved at the ground less 
than 90 minutes before 
kick-off. 


XXXX League club 
North Star has 
thrown sacked 
Brisbane Croatia 
coach Peter Ban- 
non a lifeline to 
save his coaching 


career. 


Bannon replaces Bil- 
ly Williamson as coach 


REPLACED. 


of the Zillmere-based 
club for the 1992 
season. 

North Star appointed 
Bannon as coach over 
six other applicants, in- 
cluding Williams, who 
has coached the team 
since 1989. 

Bannon guided new- 
ly-promoted Croatia to 


6 


wins in eight of their 
first 11 XXXX League 
games in 1991, before 
the team hit a form 
slump. 

Despite his efforts to 
put the side in the hunt 
for a final five spot, 
Bannon was sacked in 
July and replaced with 
Zelko Bambic. 


ILLY WILLIAMSON. 


Bambic eventually 
guided Croatia to a final 
five berth. 


North Star had one of: 


their leanest seasons for 


some time in 1991, but. 


the club is hoping Ban- 
non can turn its fortu- 
nes around. 


In other North Star 


news, teenagers Scott 
Powell and Eamonn © 
Coffey are the club’s 
new junior scholarship 
holders. 

Powell, 16, and Cof- 
fey, 15, will be supplied 
with gear under the 
scholarship and will 
train with the club’s se- 
nior team. 
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Raul Blanco: last year’s winning coach. 


In case you missed 
it, the NSL Cup got 
underway last 
week. 

I say in case you mis- 
sed it as I nearly did. 

Only a phone con- 
versation with Melbou- 
tne Croatia coach Ken 
Murphy a day earlier 
alerted me to it. 

In fact, Murphy him- 
self only found out the 
day before. 

So if people like Mur- 
phy and myself, people 
involved in the game, 
knew at such late 
notice, what chance 
have the supporters let 
alone the media and the 
Australian sporting 
public? 

The answer of course 
is none and merely 
highlights again that the 
NSL Cup is the ugly 
duckling of Australian 


~ football, the Cup no 


one wants, no one cares 


about and understand- 
ably, the Cup the public 
is not interested in. 

But the problem with 
the Cup goes far deeper 
than the almost totally 
secretive way in which 
the 1991/92 Cup — our 
16th incidentally — was 
“launched”. 

The Cup,as it is in 
every other football 
playing nation, should 
be a prestigious affair, 
running a close second 
to the championship 
itself. 

Now in its 16th 
attempt in Australia, it 
is anything but a presti- 
gious affair. 

A secretive, finan- 
cially inspired, seeded 
draw takes out the basic 
element of Cup football 
— the little club against 
the big one, the excite- 
ment of the draw itself, 
who plays who where 
and when. . . 

Economically, it is 


a a NSA a 


ig 


IHawarra hotshots Figtree who downed Mt Colah (Ku-ring-gai) 2-0 in the final to win their age 
group. There will bea full page of pics of the participating teams in the series in next week’sissue 


‘The 1991 Common- 


‘wealth Bank Cham- 


pion of Champions 
‘grand finals were 
played at Valentine 
Park, Parklea last 


-weekend in what 


could be described 
as perfect condi- 
tions. 


The games kicked off 


cat 8.30am with the 


younger age groups and 


a 


COMMONWEALTH BANK 
Cuneta  GmUrIOKS 


of ABSW. 


continued through until 
6.30pm when the last 
ball was kicked in the 
mens All Age final. 

The matches them- 
selves provided excel- 
lent entertainment 
throughout the day and 
all teams can be con- 
gratulated on the spirit 
which they exhibited 
throughout the - grand 
final , series. 

A total of 43 goals 
were scored during the 


day, giving the 
thousands of spectators 
who turned out to cheer 
their side on plenty to 
be happy about. 


Macarthurs Gun- 
ners United under 9 
team were the first team 
to pick up honours 
when they showed 
plenty of determination 
to down Menai Hawks 
1-0. 


Results fluctuated 
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during the day of high 
drama highlighted by 
two nailbiting penalty 
shoot-outs in the U/11 
and U/17 age groups. 
Southern Districts 
Association have 
cemented the belief in 
many people’s minds 
that they are the Pre- 
mier Sydney Associa- 
tion, boasting five clubs 
from their area on finals 
day. Marconi were 
successful in the U/10 


no secret the clubs do 
poorly out of it to such 
an extent that many 
clubs would rather be 
out of it than in it. 

Staged as it is mid- 
week during the 
championship, it also 
disrupts the champion- 
ship. 

Who can blame clubs 
for putting the 
championship ahead of 
the Cup in such 
circumstances? 

So too do supporters 
who have rejected 
Wednesday night 
games. While it is easy 
to criticise the Cup, what- 
should be done about it? 

My own thoughts 
have been published 
before, since the incep- 
tion of the NSL some 
sixteen years ago, 
however, in the hope 
that some constructive 
criticism will prompt 
much needed change, I 
offer some thoughts. . 


and U/12 age groups 
with Mt Pritchard com- 
pleting the trifecta of 
good results in the U/ 
14s. 

In what many sup- 
porters described as the 
match of the day, the U/ 
17 Mt Pritchard side 
shot to a deserving 2-0 
lead in the first half and 
had CSI Blacktown on 
the back foot. 

The second half saw a 
superb comeback by 
CSI to level the score at 
2-2 at the end of normal 
time. Extra time did no- 
thing to detract from 
the quality of the game 
with a goal being shared 
by both sides tying up 
the match at 3-3. The 
penalty shoot-out went 
CSI’s way in a 6-5 sud- 
den death result. 

The remaining South 
ern Districts repre- 
sentative was Liverpool 


* Albion, who have a fine 


club history in the 
Champion of Cham- 
pions. 

In the U/18 clash, they 
met spirited opposition 
in Marayong Sports and 
were defeated 2-0. 

Strong representa- 
tion also came from Ku- 
Ting-gai Association (4 
clubs), Sutherland (3 
clubs), Illawarra (3 
clubs), Blacktown (2 
clubs) and Bankstown (2 
clubs). 

Chullora under 21s 
were defeated 2-0 by 
Kissing Point after a 
very close and hard 
fought affair while 


* The Cup should be 
played pre-season 
* Thirty two teams in 


round one com- 
prising. . 
14 NSW Clubs 


10 State League 
Clubs (top two in NSW 
and Victoria, top team 
in ACT, WA, Tasma- 
nia, Brisbane, Ade- 
laide, Newcastle). 


8 Wild cards from 
areas the ASF targets 
for major promotions 
such as Salisbury, 
Launceston, Geelong, 
Griffiths, Albury, 


* First two rounds play- 
ed out of metropolitan 
areas, again in areas 
targetted by the ASF 
such as Coffs Harbour, 
Townsville etc. 

* Final staged as part of 
“Football Week” in 
Canberra the week be- 
fore the NSL season 
kicks off. 

The week would in- 
volve seminars for 
administrators, 
coaches, referees, 
media and be highlight- 
ed by the launch of the 
NSL championship and 
the Cup final itself. 


RESULTS SO FAR 


Adelaide City 1 West Adelaide 0 
Wollongong 1 Sydney Olympic 0 
Preston 4 South Melbourne 2 
Melb. Croatia 3 Heidelberg 1 


TOMMORROW 


Brisbane v Apia 
Melita v Sydney Croatia 
Newcastle v Marconi 


Greenacre proved too 
strong for Epping East- 
wood in the All Age, 
winning 4-2. 

The three womens 
matches were another 
highlight of the day,with 
11 goals being a main 
feature of the action. In 
the women’ U/15 game, 
Greystanes overcame 
Epping Eastwood 3-0, 
U/17 Sylvania ladies 
accounted for Canter- 
bury 2-0 and the Epping 
Eastwood All Age out- 
fit knocked in _ four 
against Roselands. 

Throughout the day 
players were presented 
to NSL stars and Soc- 
ceroos as part of the 
prize giving ceremony 
held in the gymnasium 


at Parklea. Tony Pepo- 
vic, Mark Bosnich 
(Sydney Croatia), Ian 
Gray, David Seal (Mar- 
coni), Andrew Callanan 
(Parramatta Melita), 
Brian Ellem, Peter 
Bennett and John Gib- 
son (Apia-Leichhardt) 
all made themselves 
available for this impor- 
tant function. 

A number of 
NSWASF sponsors 
also set up displays with 
merchandise and give- 
aways for the huge 
crowds on the day. A 
soccer information 
pack was made avail- 
able to all competitors 
as well as drink bottles 
for the winners sup- 
plied by Sportsmart. 


FINALS RESULTS 


9 Gunners United 
Macarthur) 1, Menai 
lawks (Sutherland) 0. 

10 Marconi (S Dist) 1, 
laccabi (Ku-ring-gai) 0. 

11 Balgownie (Illawar- 
a) 1 (4p), Rockdale Ilin- 
len (St George) 1(2p). 

12 Marconi (S Dist) 5, 
orth Ryde (Giadesvii- 
je-Hornsby) 1. 

13 Luddenham (Ne- 
ean) 0, Castle Hill 
[(Gladesville-Hornsby) 1. 

14 Mt Pritchard (S Dist) 
, Menai Hawks (Suth) 1. 

15 Figtree (Illawarra) 2, 

Colah (Ku-ring-gai) 0. 
16 Corrimal (Illawarra) 
; Nth Shores Hellas 
Ku-ring-gai) 1. 


17 Mt Pritchard (S Dist) 
3(5p), CSI (Blacktown) 
3(6p). 

18 Liverpool Albion (S 
Dist) 0, Marayong Sports 
(Blacktown) 2. 

21 Chullora (Bank- 
stown) 0, Kissing Point 
(Ku-ring-gai) 2. 

AA Greenacre (Bank- 
stown) 4, Epping East- 
wood (Granville- 
Hornsby) 2. 

15W Epping East- 
wood (Gladesvilie 
Hornsby) 0, Greystanes 
(Granville) 3. 

17W Sylvania (Suth) 2, 
Canterbury (Canber- 
bury) 0. 

AAW Roselands 
(Canterbury) 0, Epping 
Eastwood (Gladesville- 
Hornsby) 4. 


A proposal put for- 
ward by former 
ASF president lan 
Brusasco many 
years ago to delete 
goalkeepers from 
soccer in order to 
increase the num- 
ber of goals was 
rightly dismissed 


_as being totally lu- 


dicrous at the time 
but it is now being 
raised again in 
some quarters as a 


possible alter- 
native to penalty 
shootouts. 


Tt is one of the many 
Suggestions made in an 
increasingly vocal 
world wide debate to 
abolish the present 
method of deciding 
drawn matches. 

The vast majority of 
soccer fans are clearly 
demanding that shoot- 
outs be scrapped in 
favour of some other 
system and have come 
up with numerous pre- 
ferred options, inclu- 
ding many which are 
just as ridiculous as the 
removal of goalkeepers 
during extra time. 

Least fouls wins, 
some say. Most corners 
can decide the game, 
says others. The team 
who has most shots at 
goal should be the win- 
ners, first side to score, 
countback to previous 
rounds, scrapping the 
offside rule in extra 
time, there certainly is 
no shortage of eccentric 
suggestions. 

As soccer grapples 
with a dilemma which 
obviously has no easy 
answer it becomes 
more and more appa- 
rent that’ for all its 
faults, the penalty 
shootout system — per- 
haps with a few minor 
amendments, is after all 
the best solution to a 
complex problem short 
of staging a replay. 

Contrary to an over- 
whelming majority of 
those who want to see it 
done away with, I for 
one cannot see any 
point in replacing it 
with another method 
which will most likely 


BRIAN CLOUGH 


be just as controversial. 

Does anyone really 
want to see a tally of 
corner kicks of the 
number of fouls com- 
mitted displayed on a 
scoreboard? Is it serio- 
usly being suggested 
that a count be kept of 
how many shots at goal 
each side takes during 
the 90 or 120 minutes of 
a game? The mind ab- 
solutely boggles. 

No matter what ma- 
gic formula is conside- 
red, its almost impossi- 
ble to come up with 
anything as simple, 
straightforward and su- 
spenseful as the thrilling 
drama of the penalties. 

After all, that’s what 
football is supposed to 
be all about. We’ve all 
been through the exalt- 
ation of seeing the Yo 
ung Socceroos win that 
dramatic quarterefinal 
in Portugal in the 
shootout, we have also 
shared the deep misery 
and despair of a favou- 
rite team eliminated by 
the dreaded penalties 
— that’s football. 

Some will possibly 
argue that the whole 
system is unfair, maybe 
so. Is it more unfair than 
the now accepted for- 
mula of away goals 
counting double in 
competitions such as 
the highly prestigious 
European Cup? 


Then there’s our own 
National League. 
Apart from some of our 
traditionalists, nobody 
suggests that we scrap 
the top five champion- 
ship playoffs in favour 
of going back to first 
past the post. Not be- 
cause it’s the fairest sy- 
stem — far from it, but 
it certainly provides a 
spectacular and drama- 
tic climax to the season. 


If soccer wants to be 
part of the entertain- 
ment business, that’s 
precisely what it has to 
offer. 

I still remember Not- 
tingham Forest mana- 
ger Brian Clough mak- 
ing a comment during 
the telecast of a Euro 
Cup final a few years 
ago that TV ratings 
were about to double as 
the game went into the 
deciding penalty shoot- 
out. How right he was! 

The only amen- 
dments which could 
perhaps be introduced 
to the system would be 
to allow a keeper free- 
dom of movement as 
the kick is being taken 
to eliminate the ever 
present controversies 
and to possibly copy the 
American system of a 
shootout from the half 
way line. This would re- 
tain, maybe even in- 
ctease, the drama and 
excitement of the sud- 
den death contest. 

While staging a re- 
play whenever a game 
ends in a draw remains 
the ultimate solution, it 
has to be accepted that 
it’s not always practical 
to do so. An alternative 
therefore must exist in 
order to obtain a result 
and for the life of me I 
just cannot see a better, 
workable method than 
the much maligned pe- 
nalties. 

It may leave a lot to 
be desired, but it’s a far 
better means of deci- 
ding a contest than any 
other alternative. That 
is unless we want to see 
the game of football to- 
tally prostituted by fall- 
ing for such hairbrained 
ideas like Brusasco’s 
now legendary elimina- 
tion of goalkeepers. 


tt ect ac EN eet te et ce cee ae ee ee cee cet ee ee ee i ee i te 


Although it appears 
to be no more than a 
longshot at this stage, 
the possible two-match 
tour of Australia by Ita- 
ly in June is as exciting a 
prospect as the appea- 
rance of England earli- 
er this year. 


Reports that the Uni- 
ted States might jeopar- 
dise our chances of se- 
eing the Azzurri in acti- 


Penalty shootout is 
the best solution! 


Italian visit a longshot 


on by requesting them 
to play there instead 
should not be allowed 
to scuttle the tour enti- 
rely. 

Perhaps a triangular 
tournament involving 
all three countries could 
be organised here after 
Italy visits the States. 
Sure it will cost big mo- 
ney to stage but there 
must be huge potential 
for some American and 


Italian corporations to 
get involved in sponso- 
ring such a proposal. 
Soccer fans will un- 
doubtedly support a 
glamour tour like this in 
their thousands, assu- 
ring financial viability 
while a repeat of the en- 
ormous media covera- 
ge given to the England 
game will again lift soc- 
cer§ profile in this coun- 
try sky-high. 


—————_—_—_—_—_—_——_ = 
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THE MIKE JOHNSON REPORT 


Maestro Puskas is 


PASSION and class 
— these two awk- 
ward bedfellows 
always produce a 
good, sometimes 
great game of 
soccer. 

Last season Melita 
had class and it had pas- 
sion in its play which 
brought it many com- 
pliments and much 
success. 

This season Melita 
has less class, much less 
it sometimes seems, 
whilst its passion and 
that- of its supporters, 
inevitably abates as its 
skill languishes. 

Against South Mel- 
bourne in Sydney the 
other weekend for half 
a game Melita’s fire and 
passion shone out un- 
der the floodlights. 

Then as its skill dwin- 
dled, likewise its self 
belief slumped to the 
grass roots and it would 
never have beaten So- 
uth Melbourne Hellas if 
it had played them till 
midnight. 

The maestro of Hel- 
las, Ferenc Puskas 
paraded the field dur- 
ing the half time break, 
looking up at the well 
filled Melita grand- 
stand. 

Ferenc waddles now 
rather than walks, and 

“can no longer claim a 
stately carriage, but so 
long as his team plays 
with the flair and class it 
did in the first half 
against Melita, wins are 
assured and so is his re- 
putation. 

No soccer player in 
world football outside 
of Pele has a bigger re- 
putation, untainted as it 
is, as the best player of 
the best team the world 
has seen, the Hungari- 
an national team of the 
early 50s. 

Some still say he has 
little influence on his 
South Melbourne 
team. 

I cannot believe that. 

Just having such a 
presence in their midst 
is bound to have an in- 
fluence for good on 
those young men. 

Football is not just 
about kicking a ball 
with your feet, you play 
it far better if you use 
your brains. 

The great soccer 
players all have great 
soccer brains — per- 
haps not for finance, 
nor for politics, or for 


Ferenc Puskas in his prime 


ae 


mechanics, but for soc- 
cer, yes! 

That is where they 
live, where they work, 
where they really use 
their brains, 

How much intelli- 
gence do you think a 
unique talent like Fe- 
rence Puskas gathers 
in 50 years of life de- 
voted utterly to soccer? 

Do not tell me that 
this man does not tran- 
smit some of this to his 
players in one way or 
another. 

Just the very fact of 
him picking the players 
he does, the positions 
he employs them, has 
an enormous influence 
on the team result, style 
and performance. 

Human beings re- 
spond to greatness, 
they respect it, seek to 
emulate it, seek to 
please it. 

To have Puskas say, 
“well played son .. .” 
means something. 

He really knows what 
well played means. 

South Melbourne 
Hellas plays class 
attacking football, the 
best in the league 40 
metres from goal. 

Last season in late 
season, they developed 
a will to win and won. 

Perhaps they can do 


it again this year. 

I also saw Preston 
1Makedonia play in Syd- 
ney on that same 
weekend. 

They played APIA at 
that very interesting 
stadium,Concord Oval, 
sometimes referred to 
as the great white elep- 
hant of NSW Rugby 
Union. — 

It has two huge 
stands either side of the 
green well grassed, but 
bumpy field. 

The stands have colo- 
ured seating which runs 
in blocks, starting at 
one end with a block as 
red seats, followed by a 
block of grey, followed 
by fawn then yellow, 
then blue. 

These magnificent, 
colourful, grands‘ands 
facing each other along- 
side the large, dark gre- 
en playing field make 
this a special place to 
visit. 

Paul McFadden, for 
Apia, perhaps affec- 
ted by the Rugby Union 
aura that sweeps thro- 
ugh the stadium, con- 
formed late in the game 
to his positional name 
as a striker, by felling 
young Preston midfield 
Lou Bekiaris with as 
good an elbow to the 
chin as Concord Oval 
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has seen throughout the 
“Ra-Ra’ season. 

If he had followed 
through a bit more he 
might have clouted the 
referee too, so close by 
was the ref. 

McFadden is a Scot 
and the Scots play their 
soccer with great pas- 
sion, sometimes uncon- 
trolled passion. 

Perhaps Paul was af- 
fected by watching the 
Scottish ‘Bonnie Lads’ 
doing great things in the 
World Cup of Rugby 
Union televised here 
extensively in recent 
weeks by ABC. 

Whatever his excuse, 
one doubts if it will im- 
press Apia coach 
Manfred Schaefer. 

Manfreds Teutonic 
origins allow very much 
for aggression, but very 
little for uncontrolled 
aggression. 

Paul can expect a 
consequence for his 
moment of Rugby Uni- 
on madness at Concord 
Oval. 

Manny these days is 
beginning to assume 
some of the proportions 
of the modern Puskas, 
but in his case it causes 
him to look more like a 
sumo wrestler, or when 
he hunches his shoul- 
ders over his knees 
when things are going 
wrong for Apia,, a sor- 
rowful, brown haired 
bear. 

Yet Manny, on the 
quiet, has got a good 
side together. 


Ray Richards (left) and Manfred Schaefer — 


comrades in arms in the heady days of the 


He can put eight in- 
ternationals on the field 
at any one time, if he 
wants. 

That weekend, he 
didn’t want. 

He had internatio- 
nals, Paul Carter (ex 
Marconi defender) on 
the bench for first grade 
and international de- 
fender or midfielder 
Richard Miranda, 
playing in second 
grade. 

He also took interna- 
tional defender Gra- 
ham Jennings off to re- 
place him with the un- 
fortunate Paul McFad- 


Hellas coach Ferenc Puskas on the bench. 


1974 World Cup finals. 


den and another inter- 
national, Rod Brown 
was replaced late. 

Manny served his co- 
aching apprenticeship 
as a player under Frank 
Arok, who was no re- 
spector of persons. 

Manfred was once 
dropped by Frank Arok 
in a crucial cup game 
and threatened to 
throw Frank over the 
fence into the crowd. 

He never did, and 
played quite a few more 
of the successful Arok 
years at St George, till 
now he-to a large de- 
gree, holds the fate of a 


redeemed Apia” in his 
hand. 

Like Puskas, Schae- 
fer is different from the 
many coaches who have 
come through the coac- 
hing schools, of which I 
profess to be one. 

But the coaching and 
management of soccer 
can be as varied as hu- 
man beings. 

Schaefer’s compatri- 
ot, Franz Beckenbau- 
er, did not go to soccer 
school either, but like 
Puskas and Schaefer he 
attended the world 
class university of inter- 
national soccer. 


a 


MANY people have 
contributed to the 
success of the NSW 
Soccer Federation 
down the years, 
but few if any could 
claim to have done 
more than Charles 
Valentine. 


The fact that the 
Federation owns a ma- 
gnificent 27 hectare 
property complete with 
offices, indoor sta- 
dium, extensive motel 
unit accommodation, 
swimming pool, 300 
space carpark and foot- 
ball fields is attribut- 
able to the vision of that 
one man. 

Backed up,of course, 
by the support of count- 
less others down the 
years — and not the 
least by the assistance 
of his wife Joan. 

Now living quietly in 
retirement in the Syd- 
ney northside suburb of 
Castle Cove, Charlie 
Valentine can look 
back on a, remarkable 
era of land purchase, 
development, sales- 
manship and public re- 
lations as the project 
was put together. 

Apart from the pre- 
sent sports complex, in 
a few years’ time the 
NSW Soccer Feder- 
ation will have a deve- 
lopment of 176 blocks 
of residential land for 
sale, which will bring in 
some $9/10 million for 
the benefit of the sport. 

All due to the fore- 
sight of that one man, 
aided by the people 
who came in to share his 
vision. 

NSW Federation ge- 
nera] manager Peter 
Thorne commented: 
““When we have the 
funds it will be possible 
to aid NSW clubs on the 


es 
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basis of approved pro- 
posals — whether they 
are from the NSW 
Federation or the Nati- 
onal League — to im- 
prove their grounds. 

“Clubs can augment 
their cash: with ours, 
and then have a case for 
low interest loans from 
the Department of 
Sports and Recreation. 

“This is a few years 
ahead, but the benefit 
to the game will be im- 
mense.”” 

Born in Brooklyn in 
the United States, 
Charlie Valentine fish- 
ed the swamps that 
were later converted 
into the Kennedy 
Airport. 

In fact, his sister still 
lives in the Long Island 
area. 

The position stuck in 
his mind — ‘‘People 
have to go somewhere, 
and land is ultimately 
developed,” he said. 

World War II and 
1942 saw him training in 
California. ““We were 
shipped, we thought, to 
Hawaii, but ended up in 
Brisbane. 

“From there I was 
sent to Melbourne, in 
the Military Police. 

“After the war the 
Australian Govern- 
ment offered American 
servicemen the chance 
to stay on. 

“T was one in 1,500 
who decided to be dis- 
charged here, and set- 
tled in Sydney, where I 
first managed the US 
Army NCO’s Club.” 

Going was tough in 
the early days when Va- 
lentine’s Restaurant in 
Pitt Street, down near 
Liverpool Street, was 
established. 

But the “Chicken in 
the Basket” became fa- 


_ mous, and Charlie’s 


brothers-Richard and 


Fred responded to the 
invitation to come out 
and join him. 

The family bought 
land at Parklea for chic- 
ken raising, and at 
Charlie’s behest they 
parted with the first 
valuable 15 acres for a 
song in order to set up 
the soccer presence for 
coaching kids in the 
game. 

Successful as a resi- 
dential property deve- 
loper, Valentine’s Re- 
staurant was sold and 
he began his project to 
provide a lasting home 
for NSW soccer. 

Bill Vrolyks, now liv- 
ing in retirement at Et- 
talong Beach on the 
NSW Central Coast, 
proposed securing a site 
for a Soccer Academy. 

Actually, the first na- 
tionally designed cour- 
se was held at the then 
Swedish Seaman’s 
Sports Centrt at North 
Ryde in January 1969, 

The technical com- 
mittee consisted of Joe 
Vlasits, Denes Adri- 
gan, C. Tatters, Jock 
McBride, Joe Venglos 
and George Schott, 
with Andrew Dettre as 
the organiser. 

Handling the medi- 
cal side were Drs Brian 
Corrigan and Ivor 
Davis. 

The initial 15 acres 
were augmented by 
another 15, then 23 and 
finally another 15. 

With the active sup- 
port of then NSW Fede- 
ration president Peter 
McCann, the profits 
from successful tours 
such as Manchester 
United, Manchester 
City, Glasgow Ran- 
gers, Sunderland and 
Norwich City was ploug- 
hed back into land pur- 
chase. 

All subsequent presi- 


dents beginning with 
Tom Grimson, Les 
Fairclough, Karel 
Rodny and John Con- 
stantine, supported the 
project. 

The NSW Coaches’ 
Federation, with peo- 
ple like Andy McLaug- 
hlin, Cec Campbell, 
Jim Bellwood, Eric Ar- 
neil, David Lee and 
many others to the fore, 
was later replaced by 
the system of Coaching 
Directors. 

The first Parklea live- 
in course was held from 
16/21 May 1971, and the 
accommodation 
consisted of converted 
chicken sheds. 

Charles Valentine 
received support from 
the State Government 
and then Sports Mini- 
sters Ken Booth and 
Michael Cleary, bat- 
tling to secure grants of 
$30,000/40,000. 

Help came from 
Blacktown City Coun- 
cil and its engineering 
staff, as well as local 
MLA, John Aquilina. 

A list of those who 
responded by making 
interest-free two-year 
loans totalling 
$30,458.24 reads:C. Va- 
lentine, K. Rodny, 
Australian Coaches Fe- 
deration, G. Warner, 
P. Coleman, B. Le Fev- 
re, O. Pick, A. Hender- 
son, A. Brown, A. Pon- 
grass, Dr G. Bauer, Dr 
D. Sheps, A. Basic, J. 
Thomson, Sir Arthur 
George, L. Brown, Dr 
K. Bosnic, F. Parsons, 
Auburn Soceer Club 
and M. Alagich. 

Typical of the group 
of coaches who were on 
the job 20 years ago 
were Jim Livingstone, 
Andy Clues, John Jan- 
cek, Dave Mathie; as 
well as Barry Davis, the 
current editor of 


Coaching Review. 

People like Charlie 
Fleming, Jock Aird, 
Luciano Nesti, Joe 
Marston and Mick Jo- 
nes were also involved. 

It was Peter Coleman 
who first put the idea to 
Charlie Valentine of 
securing the support of 
the Local Government 
Engineers. 

Valentine followed it 
up and the annual field 
day demonstrations of 
earthmoving equip- 
ment from 1980/1986 
saw the pitches and the 
land developed without 
cost to the NSW Soccer 
Federation. 

Back in 1972, Charlie 
Valentine had been ap- 
pointed treasurer of the 
NSW Soccer Federation 
and it is not long since 
he relinquished the 
post. 

He also served as tre- 
asurer of Manly-War- 
ringah and Artarmon 
clubs, and had a strong 
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connection with Pan 
Hellenic, which was 
succeeded by Sydney 
Olympic. 

The big leap forward 
came in 1985, when 
NSW Premier Neville 
Wran, on a visit to open 
the complex, promised 
a donation of $1 
million. 

Sports Minister Mic- 
hael Cleary told Valen- 
tine “I don’t think you 
will ever get it,” but the 
quietly persistent Va- 
lentine saw that the Go- 
vernment shelled out. 

““We overspent by 
$300,000 to get the mo- 
tel complex, but with 
our assets the State 
Bank stood beside us, 
and now the NSW Fe- 
deration is in a marvel- 
lous position,” Valenti- 
ne declared. 

The entire 27 hecta- 
res cost the NSW Fede- 
ration some $300,000, 
and today money sim- 
ply could not buy it. 


A Valentine dream 


Working quietly in 
the background over 
the years was Mrs Joan 
Valentine. 

When camps were on 
she often ran the huge 
kitchen on an honorary 
basis from Sam to 
llpm. 

Also often assisting 
in the early days were 
Richard and Clara Va- 
lentine. 


What a magnificent 
contribution to the yo- 
uth of the State! 

The work, began by 
Charles Valentine, was 
again recognised by the 
NSW Government this 
year. 


Sports Minister Ge- 
orge Souris handed 
NSW Soccer Federati- 
on president Peter 
Gray a cheque for 
$180,000 to assist work 
at Valentine Sports 
Park at the Presentati- 
on Night on October 
is 


Charies Valentine (right) with former NSW Premier Neville Wran. 
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BY MARIO 
ETCHART 


Assyria and Argentina 
will meet in the final of 
the 8th Ethnic Soccer 
World Cup, next Satur- 
day at Garside Park, af- 
ter their respective wins 
over Spain and Mexico. 
In the O/35s, Colombia 
will face Ireland. 


ASSYRIA 2 SPAIN 1 


The brilliance of strik- 

_ er Norman Tome 

~~» made the difference 

in a very hard fought 

match that ended in a 

2-1 Assyrian victory 
over Spain. 

Tome scored one goal 
and -played a big part in 
the second, netted by re- 
placement Nelio Borges. 

Assyria will face 
Argentina, next 

* weekend, in the 8th 
x Ethnic Soccer World 
hale Cup grand final. i 
Assyria clearly domin- 
ated the first 30 minutes. 
S The midfielders control- 
Z led the centre of the park 
~ and the strikers created 
several chances, some 
badly finished while 
others found an inspired 
Hans Trostel, the Span- 
ish goalkeeper, who had 
an excellent game. 
However, the Assy- 
rians only managed one 
goal in the first half. 
After only five mi- 
nutes of play. Spirovski 
served a corner from the 
right, the Spanish de- 
fence' reacted late and 
Tome, unmarked in the 
centre of the box, 
. opened the score with a 
= ~~. short drive. 
Mo Spain improved in the 
last fifteen minutes and 
midfielder Encinas, with 
a header equalised in the 
40th, ending Assyrian 
goalkeeper Farrar un- 
beaten record, after 400 
minutes without conced- 
ing a goal. 
Spain, with the strong 
~ wind behind, started bet- 
ter in the second half, but 
founc it difficult to over- 
come a solid Assyrian de- 


ae ee 


* 


% .fence where Gaffney, 
€ Farrar, skipper Younan 
é and Gillan had outstan- 


ding games. 


But the mobility of 
Tome and replacement 
Nelio Borges was a con- 
stant nightmare for the 
Spanish defenders. 

Five minutes before 
the end Tome, after an 
excellent individual 
effort, put Borges 
through; the striker 
skirted a Spanish defen- 
der and with a low shot 
beat goalkeeper Trostel 
to score the winner. 

A well deserved vic- 
tory for Assyria, because 
without doubt it was the 
best team on the park. 

Norman Tome was 
man of the match while 
midfielder Encinas and 


goalkeeper Trostel were , 


the best in Spain. 

ASSYRIA: Farrar, 
Younan, Gillan, Gabriel, 
Grubba, Gaffney, Tome 
(Goldstein 89th), Cora- 
povski, Wells (Borge 
45th), Grimaldi, Spir- 
ovski. 

SPAIN: Trostel, Bel- 
mar, Salinas, Arregui, 
Palma, Encinas, A.Vil- 
lenzon, Cespedes (Diaz 
40th), C.Villazon, Loca- 
puto, Pereyra. 


ARGENTINA 4 
MEXICO 


A hat trick from man 
of the match, striker 
David Batten, paved 
the way for Argenti- 
na‘s 4-0 victory over a 
disappointing Mex- 
ico. 

The Argentines 
earned a berth in the 
grand final after their 
very solid performance 
against the Mexicans in 
the second semi final. 

The Mexicans were 
frustrated by a well com- 
posed Argie defence 
that never allowed them 
to play their fluent game 
of short touches and con- 
stant positional inter- 
changes. 

Although Mexico 
dominated the initial 20 
minutes, the rock solid 
Argentine defence wel: 
marshalled by Ashton 
Porter tand Driene, kep: 
the Mexican strikers at 
bay. 

On the other side of 
the park, Argentina had 
two clear chances and 
both ended in the Mex- 


The Ethnic Cup 
semi-finals 


ican net. 

In the 3lst minute, 
Driene crossed a ball 
from the left flank and 
Batten, with a great vol- 
ley, left goalkeeper Felio 
wandering. 

Nine minutes later, 
Porter, after a good run 
on the right crossed the 
ball to the left and Bat- 
ten, again, with a cracker 
added the second. 

Two excellent build 
ups with remarkable 
finishing. 

In the second half, 
Mexico, inspired by 
Donoso’s efforts tried 
hard, but the brilliant 
midfielder lacked sup- 
port and all his hard work 
was to no avail. 

In the 76th minute, af- 
ter a good combination 
between Berry. MécKie 
and Batten, the latter 
with a powerful volley 
from the edge of the box, 
put Argentine 3-0 in 
front. 

One minute before the 
end, Berry after a good 
individual effort, beat 
three defenders and con- 
verted the fourth with a 
crossed shot from the 
right. 

The Argentines were 
worthy winners and 
reached their first Ethnic 
Cup final in eight years. 
A well deserved one. 

ARGENTINA: Jenk- 
ins, Battaglia, Driene, 
Porter, Ashton, Borello, 
Berry, Markovski 
(Nunez 76th), McKie, 
Ivanstanin (Bradley 
60th), Batten. 

MEXICO: Feliu, Por- 
tan, Calderon, Urrutia, 
Ortega (Garcia 76th), 
Donoso, Pena, Aravena, 
Kouriel, Lozano, Bor- 
quez (Ortiz 55th). 


Ireland and Colombia 
will meet in the 0/35s 
final of the Ethnic 
Cup. 

Ireland defeated Chile 
1-0 in the first semi final. 

In the second semi fi- 
nal, Colombia came 
twice from behind to 
finally beat Greece in the 
penalty shootout. 

Greece was 1-0 in front 
until the last minute of 
the match. 


FEDERAZIONE 
TAUANA 
GIUOCO CALCIO 


Arrigo Sacchi will 
announce his first squad 
on Thursday and Italian 
newspapers are already 
speculating as to who 
will be missing from 
the squad that former 
national coach Azeglio 
Vicini selected for the 
ill-fated Moscow trip. 
According to Italian 
pundits the players 
most likely to be axed 
are Giannini, Schillaci, 
De Agostini, Mancini 
and Berti. 
HH 


Juventus midfielder 
Stefan Reuter has had a 
cartilage operation to 
his right knee. He will 
be out of action for the 
month of November 
and should be ready for 
the match agaist Roma 
on December Ist. 
Incidentally, Juventus 
have their own 
specialist for this kind 
of operations, professor 
Manlio Pizzetti. Most 
Italian First Division 
clubs send their player 
to France or to 
professor Perugia in 
Rome 
as 

Juventus coach 
Giovanni Trapattoni 
has joined the list of 
people who offer 
suggestion to newly- 
appointed National 
coach Arrigo Sacchi. 
He says 
shouldn't do 


without 

defender Carrera 4vho 

can play at full-back, 

stopper or sweeper. 
*** 


Sampdoria goalkeeper 
Pagliuca has found a 
solution to his team’s 
defensive problems. He 
has changed the colour 
of his shirt: from black 
to light blue. 
es 
Corrado 


Orrico, the 


ITALY 
New coach and new team! 


coach chosen by Inter 
to replace Trapattoni, is 
in trouble again. His 
team managed the 
impossible in a Cup tie 
agaist Third Division 
Como. Not only did 
Inter need to own-goals 
from Como to beat 
their lowly opponents’ 
defence but they also 
managed to squander the 
lead. Inter had to settle 
for a 2-all home draw 
which drew  furios 
protests from the few 
supporters who had 
bothered to go to the 
match 
eH 


Italian “experts” have 
not been short of advice 
for Sacchi. Some of the 
suggestions are quite 
bewildering. For 
instance, Antonioli and 
Peruzzi.two goalkeepers 


who cannot’ even 
command a spot in 
their own team. 


Antonioli is understudy 
to Rossi in AC Milan 
whilst. Peruzzi, just 
back from a suspension 
for drug use, is sitting 
on the Juventus bench 
*H% 

An amazing record for 
Renica, the former 
Napoli sweeper who 
has signed this season 


New Italian National coach Arrigo Sacchi (left) 


Soe 


Vicini (right). 


for his hometown club, 
Verona. In eight 
matches he has been 
sent off three times. 
Verona are likely to 
dispose of him , also at 
the insistance of local 
fans. Verona have the 
dubious distinction of 
having the most racist 
fans in Italy and they 
refuse to "forgive" 
Renica for having 
played in a team from 
the South like Napoli. 

* HX 
One foreign player who 
is performing as 
expected is Lazio’s 
German import Riedle. 
In 40 matches he has 
scored 12 goals, a very 
good tally against the 
ever so tight Italian 
defences. 

4 HH 
Fiorentina spent a total 
of $26 million to sign 
forwards Borgonovo, 
Batistuta and Branca. 
So” faF ‘the’ “three 
combined have scored 
two goals. 

% HH 
The best goalkeeper in 
Italy at the moment? 
Lorieri from bottom of 
the table Ascoli. He has. 
had 16 goals scored 
against him in the first 
eight matches of the 
season, 
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GARSIDE PARK, GRANVILLE 


and former boss Azeglio 


with # 


TONY PALUMBO 


RH 
Fabio Capello's choice 
as a successor to Arrigo 
Sacchi may have raised 
a few eyebrows when it - 
was announced. But the 
numer of his critics is 
getting thinner by the 
hour. Hawk-eyed 
Statisticians have 
discovered that never 
before has Franco 
Baresi’s team scored so 
many points in so few 
matches. AC Milan 
scored 12 points out of 
a possible 14 in its first 
seven matches of the 
season 
kkk 

Life is getting tough in 
Bari for David Platt and 
Frank Farina. The team 
is languishing near the 
bottom of the 
competition table and 
the two imports are 
copping criticism from 
both soccer writers and 
supporters. Farina, in 
particular, can count 


himself lucky that 
Brasilian Joao Paulo 
broke his leg. 


Otherwise the former 
Australian international 
would have been "cut" 
to make way for 
Croatian Boban, Bari 
are getting the Jugoslay 
international on loan 
from AC Milan 


p 


i vw FINALS >< SRO & STH PLAYOFFS 
= 3 SATURDAY SATURDAY 
; ASSYRIA vs ARGENTINA SPAIN vs MEXICO 
: 6PM 3.30PM 
0/35’S COLOMBIA vs IRELAND 0/35’S GREECE vs CHILE 
_ 2PM 12.30PM 


NOTE: AA (All Age) 0/35 (Over 35’s) 
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Ascoli 1 Cremonese 
0, Fiorentina 1 Cagliari 
0, Foggia 4 Bari 1, Ge- 
noa 0 Atalanta 2, Lazio 
1 Juventus 1, Milan 4 
Roma 1, Napoli 2 Sam- 
pdoria 1, Parma 1 Vero- 
na 1, Torino 0 Inter 0. 


STANDINGS 
Milan 14 
Juventus 13 
Napoli 2 
Lazio ll 
Torino il 
Foggia ll 
Roma 10 
Parma 10 
Genoa 9 
Atalanta 9 
Fiorentina 9 
Sampdoria 8 
Cremonese 5 
Cagliari 5 
Verona 5 
Ascoli 4 
Bari 3 

NEXT ROUND: 


Atalanta vy Fiorentina, 
Bari v Lazio, Cagliari v 
Parma, Cremonese y 
Foggia, Inter v Ascoli, 
Juventus v Torino, 
Roma y Napoli, Sam- 
pdoria v Milan, Verona 
v Genoa. 


Logrones 2 Bar- 
celona 2, Coruna 0 Real 
Madrid 3, Albarete 0 
Gijon 2, Burgos 1 Sevil- 
la 0, Mallorca 1 Bilbao 


Latest overseas 


results & tables 


2, Espanol 0 Valladolid 
2, Real Sociedad 1 Ca- 
diz 0, Oriedo 2 Valencia 
2, Atletico Madrid 1 
Osasuna 0. 


STANDINGS: Real 15, 
Atletico 14, Burgos 12, 
Gijon 11, Zaragoza 10, 
Sevilla, Barcelona 8. 


Iraklis 1 Panathin- 
aikos 0, Apollon 1 Pani- 
onios 0, Athinaikos 2 Et- 
hnikos 1, Korinthos 3 
Xanthi 1, Larissa 0 
AEK 2, Serres 1 Doxa 1, 
PAOK 1 OF10, Pierikos 
0 Aris 2, Olympiakos 5 
Panahaiki 2. 


STANDING: Olympia- 
kos 12, AEK 12, Apol- 
lon 12, Panathinaikos 
10, Doxa 10, Iraklis 10. 


Caen 4 Toulon 1, 
Nantes 0 Le Havre 0, 
Nimes 1 Rennes 2, Soc- 
haux 0 Paris St Germain 
2, Toulouse 1 Lille 0, 
Auxerre 1 Monaco 1, 
Lens 1 Cannes 1, Mar- 
seille 4 Nancy 0, Mets 1 
Lyon 1, St Etienne 1 


Montpellier 1. 
STANDINGS 
Marseille 24 
Monaco 21 
P.StGermain 21 
Caen 19 
Metz 18 
Nantes 17 
LeHavre 17 


A win firs 


BRAZIL gave new na- 
tional coach Carlos 
Alberto Parreira a 
winning start when 
they beat Yugoslavia 
3-1 in a friendly on 
Thursday and produ- 
ced a performance 
which showed there 
is still life in the coun- 
try’s soccer. 

Brazil needed a win 
and good showing in 
their first match under 
Parreira after being 
humbled by Wales in 
their last last match los- 
ing their South Ameri- 
can title earlier this year. 

They got both thanks 
mainly to their captain 
Rai, who scored one 
spectacular goal, set up 
another and orchestra- 
ted the team’s best 
attacking moves from 
midfield. 

“The win was impor- 
tant because it will give 
us confidence and Brazi- 
lian soccer needs confi- 
dence at the moment,” 


said assistant-coach Ma- 
rio Zagalo afterwards. 

Brazil took an eighth 
minute lead through Luis 
Henrique who held off 
Vujovic’s challenge to 
score. after collecting a 
backheeled pass from 
Rai. 

Yugoslavia struck 
back immediately with a 
breakaway goal by Lukic 
and then caused Brazil 
some worrying minutes 
with dangerous counter- 
attacks, 

Brazil regained the 
lead on the stroke of half- 
time when Rai collected 
a Yugoslav half-clear- 
ance on his chest and 
scored with a shot from 
30 metres. 

In the second half, Yu- 
goslavia, clearly exhau- 
sted after a marathon 24- 
hour plane and coach 
trip, faded badly and 
substitute Muller added 
a third goal for Brazil in 
the 74th minute. 

But it was a disastrous 
night for Brazil’s contro- 


PORTUGAL§ GERMANY 


Chaves 3 Beira Mar 
0, Famalicao 3 Braga 1, 
Guimaraes 3 Farense 1, 
Porto 0 Benfica 0, Tor- 
reense 2 Salgueiros 0, 
Pacos Ferreira 3 Uniao 
da Madeira 0, Sporting 


2 Gil Vicente 0. 
STANDINGS 
Guimaraes 14 
Benfica 14 
Boavista 14 
Porto 13 
Sporting 13 
Braga i 


Borussia M. 1 Borus- 
sia Dortmund 1, Schal- 
ke 1 Dynamo Dresden 1, 
Fortuna D. 3 Bochum 0, 
Hansa Rostock 1 Colo- 
gne 1, Karlsruhe 4 
Hamburg 1, Bayer L. 0 
Nuremberg 1, VfB Stut- 
tgart 3 Stuttgart Kic- 
kers 1, Duisburg 3 Ein- 
tracht Frankfurt 6, 
Wattenscheid 0 Bayern 
Munich 0, Werder Bre- 
men 0 Kaiserslautern 2. 


Franco Baresi in action for Italy. 


STANDINGS: Ein- 
tracht Frankfurt 22, 
VfB Stuttgart 20, Kai- 
serslautern 20, Bayer 
Leverkusan 19, Borus- 
sia Dortmund 19, Nu- 
remberg 18, Duisburg 
18. 


HOLLAND | 


Fortuna Sittard 2 Vi- 
tesse Arnhem 2, FC 
Groningen 2 MVV Ma- 


i Le i 


astricht 2, RKC Waal- 
wijk 2 PSV Eindhoven 
2, De Graafschap Doe- 
tinchem 1 Feyenoord 
Rotterdam 1, FC Den 
Haag 0 Ajax Amster- 
dam 0, Sparta Rotter- 
dam 1 VVV Venlo 1, FC 
Twente Enschede 5 
SVV/Dordrecht ’90 0, 
FC Utrecht 0 FC Volen- 
dam 0. 


STANDINGS: PSV 21, 
Feyenoord 21, FC 
Twente 19, Sparta 18, 
Vitesse 17, Ajax 16, 
RKC 16, Utrecht 15, 
Roda 15. 


MERIC 
More Brazil worries 


AS if dwindling crowds, sub-standard 
results were not enough, Brazil now 
nowhere for children to play football. 


up! 


' 

versial winger Renato 
Portaluppi, who mishan- 
dled several passes, mis- 
sed an open goal in the 
second half, was booed 
by the crowd and ended 
up being substituted. 

BRAZIL: Carlos, Luis 
Carlos Winck (Cafu), Anto- 
nio Carlos, Marcio San- 
tos, Lira, Mauro Silva, Rai, 
Luis Henrique, Babeto 
(Valdeir), Renato Portalup- 
pi (Muller), Elivelton. 


YUGOSLAVIA: Omero- 
vic, Vujovic, Najdoski (Ba- 
buski), Novak, Jugovic, Mi- 
jatovic, Jokanovic, Savi- 
cevic, Mihailovic (Curcic), 
Luzic, Milanic (Stanic). 

tok 


Result of a South 
American Supercup se- 
mifinal first leg match 
played last Wednesday 
in Rio de Janeiro: 

In Buenos Aires: Ri- 
ver Plate of Argentina 
beat Penarol of Uruguay 
2-0 (halftime 2-0). 

Scorers: Hernan Diaz 
(16th minute). Juan Jose 
Borrelli (29th). 


Pelé, Garrincha, Ri- 
velino and Zico, to 
name but a few, all lear- 
ned their skills in “pela- 
das”, informal matches 
played on improvised 
dirt pitches. 

There was no worry 
about winning, no coac- 
hes to inhibit them. 


It was the ideal way 
for their national skills 
to develop. 


But in the last 10 to 15 
years, Brazil’s cities 
have ballooned in the 
most disorganised fas- 
hion and the dirt pitches 
have been built on. 

In the suburbs of Rio 
such as Penha and Cam- 
po Grande, areas which 
once hosted 20 or 30 pit- 
ches are now occupied 
by blocks of flats. 

The only place for 


children to play football 
in most parts of Brazil 
are the ‘‘escolinhas”’, 
coaching schools often 
run by professional 
clubs. 

And in these escolin- 
has, the emphasis is on 
physical preparation, 
marking, etc. 

Natural talent is not 
being allowed to flou- 
tish as before. 


Children go to esco- 
linhas at a very young 
age and their ability is 
inhibited. 

Meanwhile, the old 
problem of players 
going abroad is getting 
worse and worse. 

Among the leading 
players who haye just 
gone are Careca III 
(from Palmeiras to Ata- 
lanta), Mazinho II (Bra- 


——s 


(Final Round) 
Spartak Moscow 2 
Metallurg Zaporozhe 1, 
Chernomorets Odessa 1 


Pamir Dushanbe 0, 


Dnepr Dnepropetroy- 
ski 1 Pakhtakor Tas- 
hkent 3, Lokomotiv 
Moscow 1 Spartak Vla- 
dikaykaz 2, Dynamo 
Minsk 0 Ararat Yere- 
van 0, Torpedo Moscow 
1 Dynamo Kiev 0, Meta- 
llist Kharkov 3 CSKA 2. 


FINAL STANDINGS: 
CSKA 43, Spartak 41, 


Torpedo 36, Cherno-— 


morets 36, Dynamo 
Kiev 35. 


Petrolul Ploiesti 4 FC 
Brasov 1, FC Bacru 1 
ASA Electromures 1, 
Corvinul Hunedoara 0 
Rapid Bucharest 0, FC 
Inter Sibiu 1 Steaua 
Bucharest 1, Dinamo 
Bucharest 2 Dacia Uni- 
rea Braila 2, Farul Cor- 
stanta 1 Universitatea 
Craiova 0, Electropite- 
re Craiova 1 Otelul Ga- 
lati 0, Sportul Studen- 
tesc 2 FC Arges Pitesti 2. 


STANDINGS 
D. Bucharest 20 
Petrolul P. 17 
S. Bucharest 14 
U. Craiova 13 
E. Craiova 13 
Otelul 13 
FCBacru 2 


with 
Mario Etchart 


gantino to Bayern Mu- 
nich) and Ricardo 
“Dick Dastardly” Roc- 
ha (Sao Paulo to Real 
Madrid). Mauro Silva, 
Bragantino’s bulky 
midfielder, was also ru- 
moured to be heading 
to Italy. 


The difference nowa- 
days is that it is not just 
the best players who are 
leaving. 


The Europeans are 
taking anyone and 
everyone, often buying 
the players up when 
they are young at bar- 
gain basement prices 
and then reselling them 
for astronomical fees 
later on. 

Sao Paulo captain 
Rai, who himself has 
pretensions of moving 
abroad, says: “Previo- 


regional leagues and poor national team 
has another serious problem — there is 


usly, players only went 
to Europe after esta- 
blishing themselves in 
Brazil. But the Europe- 
an clubs have discove- 
Ted it is cheaper to buy 
them when they are 
young. 

“There is no compa- 
trison between the 
wages. But it is not just 
the money. 

“It is also the chance to 

play in a well-organised 
championship with top 
players from other co- 
untries.” 

The most striking 
example was the recent 
sale of Elber, the Brazi- 
lian forward who shone 
at the recent World Yo- 
uth Cup in Portugal. 


He has already been 
snapped up by AC Mi- 
lan. . . at the age of 18. 
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Greece kept alive their hopes of qualifying for 
the European Championship finals with a 2-0 
_ Group 3 win over Finland in Athens last 
Wednesday. 

Saravakos, in the 50th minute, and Borbokis, two 

minutes later, were the scorers. 
__ Greece‘have now played six games and have nine 
points, the same as Portugal, who have played two 
more games, and four behind leaders Holland, 
who also have seven matches to their credit. 

Greece will qualify for Sweden if they win their 
remaining three matches — against Holland at 
home, and Malta and Portugal away. 

In a game that only had academic interest, Hun- 
gary were held to a 0-0 draw at home by Norway in 
croup 3, which will almost certainly be won by the 


Compiled by LOU GAUTIER H 


© The African Football Confederation is about to 
launch another club competition, based on the 
UEFA Cup. Called the CAF (the Confederation’s 
initials in French) Cup, it will be open to all clubs that 
finished second in their domestic leagues. Africa 
already has a Champions’ and a Cup-Winners’ 
Cup. 
© Belgian First Division club’ RWD Molenbeek 
have sacked their Czech coach, former internatio- 
nal Ladislav Novak. He was fired after only seven 
weeks at the. helm. His temporary successor is 
Freddy Smets. 
© US national team coach Bora Milutinovic is not 
afraid to innovate. He selected three members of the 
US under 17 World Cup team in his ‘A’ squad 
against Jamaica recently — Mike Slivinski, Mark 
Jones and Nelson Vargas. 
_@ Nacional Montevideo have sacked coach Juan 
Carlos Blanco. His replacement is a vet — Raul 
Moller. Ain’t life a bitch when you are a soccer 
coach... 
© Spanish side Real Sociedad, coached by John 
Toshack, signed their fourth foreign player last 
__ week. He is Yugoslav striker, Meho Kodro, 24, 
% from Velez Mostar. 
<: © Tanaz Tirpan, former coach of the Turkish natio- 
nal team, is the new boss at First Division Samsuns- 
__f dr, replacing the sacked Mehmet Ali Cinar. 


ay © Famed Yugoslav coach, and former great player, 
x Dragan Sekularac, is now coaching a club in Saudi 
< Arabia — EI Nasr. 

= © North Korea created a shock by defeating the 


“= USA 2-1 in Washington, DC — a rare defeat for the 
: next World Cup hosts since being taken over by 
miracle-working coach Bora Milutinovic. 
® Czechoslovakian international Josef Chovanec 
has returned home. After three and a half seasons 
* with PSV in Holland, the 31-year midfielder-cum- 
defender has rejoined Sparta Prague. 


Be Aan ieee A ae te 


MARCO VAN BASTEN 


__~*-Did you know that Marco van Basten has never 
failed to convert a penalty kick since joining 
Milan? As we went to press, the Dutch ace had 
scored 16 out of 16 penalties for his Italian club, 
including six in Coppa Italia games and four in 
European competitions. 


EURO-92 


COSY CELEBRATION OR HELL? 


THE organisers 
claim the 1992 
European Cham- 
pionship finals will 
be a cosy celebr- 
ation of soccer but, 
after a hot summer 
of petrol’ bombs 
and home-grown 
hooliganism, many 
Swedes are far 
from convinced. 

Swedish officials 
were shocked when a 
delayed action smoke 
bomb hidden under the 
pitch detonated during 
a First Division game 
last July in Norrkoping 
— one of four venues 
for the eight-team finals 
to be played next June. 

Twenty three people 
were arrested in post- 
match fighting between 
fans of IFK Norrkoping 
and AIK Stockholm. 

The Police have no 
illusions about the pro- 
blems ahead. 

“Our own fans will be 
just as big a problem at 
the finals as the notorio- 
us English and Dutch. 
Make no mistake about 
it,” said national police 
chief Bjorn Eriksson 
recently. 


22 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — NOVEMBER 5, 1991 


RUI BARROS: not as successful this season with Portugal as he is with his club, Monaco, in 


France. Portugal are almost certain to miss a berth in the Euro-92 finals. 


His officers in riot © 


gear have fought run- 
ning battles against soc- 
cer hooligans hurling 
petrol bombs this sum- 
mer, dispelling any fan- 
tasies foreigners may 
have that all Swedes are 
as calm and well-be- 
haved as the country’s 
tennis stars. 

AIK fans, the self- 
styled “Black Army”, 
are also blamed by poli- 
ce for frequent trouble 
at Stockholm’s Rasun- 
da Stadium — another 
of the venues for the 
June 10-26 finals. 

After a 4-1 defeat to 
local rivals Djurgarden 
on September 30, about 
1,000 AIK fans attac- 
ked police with rocks 
and petrol bombs. 

Eighteen people 


were arrested that 


night. 

Soccer hooliganism 
used to be known in Eu- 
rope as “The English 
Disease” and Eriksson 
said Swedish violence 
followed the pattern set 
in England in the 1970s 
and early 1980s. 

A total of 4,762 poli- 
ce will be assigned the 
task of weeding out the 
hooligans from an ex- 


pected 100,000 visitors. 

They want to avoid 
any repeat of the unruly 
behaviour which broke 
out during last year’s 
World Cup finals in Ita- 
ly and during the last 
European finals, in 
Germany in 1988. 

Games will be played 
in Stockholm, Gothen- 
burg, Malmo and Norr- 
koping. Spectator ca- 
pacity will range from 
22,0000 to 40,000, a far 
cry from the huge 
crowds at recent top 
soccer events. 

“The European fi- 
nals will be a homely 
and genuine affair,” 
said organisation chief 
Lars-Christer Olsson. 


_ 
eel 
nin 


But the massive secu- 
rity may conflict with 
plans for a nostalgic 
evocation of the 1958 
World Cup finals in 
Sweden. when a major 
sporting event could be 
inexpensive and inti- 
mate. 

The fixed video 
cameras to secure evi- 
dence of trouble ma- 
kers, spectator body 
checks and cordoning 
off of areas outside sta- 
diums with high fences 
may do little for homeli- 
ness. 

The state shops 
which sell beer and spi- 
rits will be closed on 
match days but restau- 
rants will be open as 


usual. 

There are also more 
controversial plans to 
stop foreign hooligans 
at the borders, to list 
Swedish trouble ma- 
kers in a central compu- 
ter register and to make 
mass arrests if necessa- 
ry to prevent riots from 
breaking out in the first 
place. 

Security arrange- 
ments will ultimately 
depend also on which 
seven countries join 
Sweden in the finals. 

The $30 million dol- 
lars cost of providing se- 
curity and the drain on 
scarce police time and 
resources is also contro- 
versial in Sweden, a 
country with only 8.4 
million inhabitants. 

When a serial rapist 
spread panic in Stock- 
holm recently, the city’s 
police chief had to try 
and justify on television 
why only eight officers 
could be assigned to the 
case when hundreds of 
police were attending a 
training course for the 
finals. 

For Eriksson, it is a 
matter of national pride 
for the police to look 
good next summer. 


Kalusha Bwalya 


AFRICAN NATIONS’ CUP 


IS ZAMBIAN ACE’S GOAL 


ZAMBIA's credible third-place finish at the African Nations’ Cup finals in Algeria last year 


was a shock to their star performer, Kalusha Bwalya, the PSV Eindhoven winger. 


He had to watch as 
his amateur team- 
mates easily did with- 
out him in victories over 
Cameroun and Kenya, 
and went on to a play- 
off win over Senegal to 
reach third spot. 

Injury had ruled out 
Bwalya, and with Char- 
les Musonda held back 
by Anderlecht through 
club commitments, it 
was a mainly home- 
based outfit. 

For the first time, 
Zambia proved there 
was more to their suc- 
cess than Bwalya’s drib- 
bling skills and fine 
touches, and Muson- 
da’s midfield genius. 

There would be no 
more easy rides again 
into the national team 
for the two European- 
based professionals. 

Since the mid-80s, 
Bwalya has been the 
glamour boy of Zambi- 
an football, securing a 
professional contract in 
Belgium with Cercle 
Brugge in 1985, after 
heading the lIsit of 
scorers-at home with 
Mufulira Wanderers. 

He helped to give 
African football one of 
its finest days, at the 
1988 Olympic Games in 
Seoul. 

That was when Zam- 
bia put four goals past 
an Italian side including 
Tacconi, De Agostini, 
Ferrara, Carnevale and 
Virdis. 

Bwalya scored three 
and was immediately 
on the Italian shopping 
list, his face peering out 
from the sports pages 
and his goals being re- 
played over and over 
again on Italian TV. 


Calling 


But the big move did 
not materialise until 
PSV Eindhoven came 
calling at the start of the 
1989-90 season and 
took him to Holland as 
forward coyer for the 
likes of Wim Kieft, 
Fleming Povlsen and 
Brazilian Romario. 

Bwalya’s particip- 
ation was limited then, 
but for the past 18 
months he has played 
much more and has 
scored plenty of crucial 
goals. 

His top priority now 
is to find the consis- 
tency for PSV he sho- 
wed at Cercle Brugge 
and on the internatio- 
nal stage, and help the 
club retain their title 
and put together a bet- 
ter run in Europe than 
the debacle against 
Montpellier in last sea- 
son’s UEFA Cup. 

The menu also inclu- 
des January's African 
Nations’ Cup in Sene- 
gal, where a restored 
Bwalya will again be the 
main attraction for the 


Zambian team, albeit 
this time in the know- 
ledge that a run of poor 
form could easily cost 
him his place. 

He scored vital goals 
for his country to help 
ensure qualification 
and was captain when 
Zambia sneaked a 1-0 
win over Angola in 
their final group match 
to make sure of the tic- 
kets to Dakar. 

The Zambians have 
never won the tourna- 
ment, despite forcing 
Zaire into a replay in 
the final in 1974. Bwa- 
lya is quietly confident 
this time might signal a 
change in fortune for 
his embattled country, 
in the throes of political 
and economic turmoil. 


Competing 


“Zambia is the near- 
ly man of African soc- 
cer,” he says. 

“Both our national 
team and club sides 
have done really well in 
continental tourna- 
ments, but we just have 
not been able to lift our- 
selves over that final 
hurdle. 

“‘Now we have the 
quality players, and the 
experience.” 

But Bwalya, African 
Footballer of the Year 
in 1989, realises that 
there will be considera- 
ble opposition. 

“Obviously Ghana, 
with Abedi Pele and Nii 


KALUSHA BWALYA: his goals can propel Zambia to African supremacy. 


Lamptey, will be the 
favourites, but then co- 
untries like Algeria and 
Egypt are also very 
strong. 

“And you can’t for- 
get Cameroun after 
their fine performance 
at the World Cup finals 
in Italy.” 

For many of the play- 
ers competing in Sene- 
gal, the African Nat:- 
ons’ Cup provides a 
launching pad for a pro- 
fessional career in Eu- 


rope or the oil-rich Gulf 
states. 

For Bwalya, that pri- 
ority no longer exists — 
but there is another mo- 
tivation: respect. 


“T don’t need to show 
off for European agents 
or clubs. I’m playing 
there for my country 
and for my name. 


I’m well known in 
Africa so I’m there to 
earn respect. And to 
win!” 


MOROCCAN WHINGE 


The Moroccan soccer authorities have 
sent a strong protest to FIFA over re- 
ported statements by president Joao 
Havelange that Africa is not capable of 


staging a World Cup. 


Morocco is one of the 
candidates to stage the 
1998 World Cup and 
the authorities suspect 
the Brazilian chief of 
favouring France in the 
contest. 

‘Havelange said air- 
ports, transport, hotels 
and communications 
would be a problem for 
African candidates, in 
an interview with 
France Football maga- 
zine last month. 

Arab Football Un- 
ion secretary general 
Othmane Saad said 
Havelange was show- 
ing a clear bias toward 
France and the Royal 
Moroccan Football 


Federation has sent a 
letter of protest to 
FIFA. 


|A FAKE! 


A telex which prom- 
ised $50 million from 
the New York Chemi- 
cal Bank for Jean- 
Pierre Derose in his 
bid to save French 
club Bordeaux was a 
fake. 

The source of the 
telex, which enabled De- 
rose to briefly seize the 
presidency of the strick- 
en club in February. is to 
be investigated. 


GEORGIA ON THEIR MIND. 


THE Soviet repu- 
blic of Georgia is 
still waiting to hear 
from FIFA to know 
whether they can 
become a full mem- 
ber of the world 
body. 


For Georgia, having 
broken away from the 
Soviet Football Associ- 
ation and formed their 
own federation, have 
not yet been accepted 
the world ruling body. 

But there is a strong 
belief within Georgia 
that it will not be long 
before their country is 
welcomed by FIFA and 
clubs such as Iberia Tbi- 
lisi-formerly known as 
Dinamo Tbilisi-are 
back in European 
soccer. 

For the moment, tho- 
ugh, life is tough for 
Georgian Federation 
chairman Nodar Ak- 
hafkatsi and national 
team manager Giga 
Norakidze. 


There are three divi- 
sions and four regional 
groups within the Geor- 
gian Federation and 
107 teams competing. 
Iberia Tbilisi are the 
champions. 

But the Georgians 
played under the Soviet 
system, starting in the 
spring and finishing in 
the autumn. 

They wanted to chan- 
ge that by starting in au- 
tumn and finishing in 


spring, so the second 
Georgian season was 
cut short. 

That lasted only du- 
ring the spring, allo- 
wing clubs to start a 
third season in August 
with a November - 
March break for the 
winter, and the season 
will finish next May. 

Akhalkatsi scored a 
lot of goals for Army 
Club (Tbilisi) and Loko- 
motiv during his 
playing days, although 
he is now a rather portly 
figure. 


Battling 

But he is still battling 
fiercely for the good of 
Georgia and soccer, 
saying: “the most im- 
portant thing is that the 
Football Federation is 
independent. 

“Russia put forward 
a lot of obstacles to 
block our progress, but 
the reason we parted 
from the Soviet FA was 
not to hurt anybody, 
but just for ourselves. 

“We have our own 
players and we can sur- 
vive and flourish on our 
own. Moscow try to 
block us by making it 
difficult to obtain foot- 
balls and kits, . but we 
battle on. 

“There is no way out 
for us now but to win the 
argument”. 

Akhalkatsi adds: 
“Our football history 
goes back 100 years to 
the time when English 


sailors from Liverpool 
brought the game to us. 
They landed from the 
Black Sea in the 1890s: 
and football grew from 
there. 

“We have had a lot of 
famous footballers who 
grew up in Georgia and 
went on to play for the 


Soviet Union. Now we — 


want talent for our own 
team." 

Manager Norakidze, 
who has the task of for- 
ming a team able to 
compete in World cir- 
cles when the time co- 
mes, is a former inside- 


forward with Spartak | 


Tbilisi, and is rated the 
top coach in Georgia. 
He was coach to Tor- 
pedo Kutaisi (now Ku- 
taisi FC) and Dinamo 


Sokhumi (now Tskhu- 


mi) on the Black Sea. 

Norakidze, now in 
his 60s, had success 
with both before beco- 
ming Georgian natio- 
nal team manager. 

Since taking that post 
he has had two matches 
in charge, drawing 2-2 
against Lithuania and 
winning 4-2 against 
Maldova. 

“The Soviet Union 
are making it difficult 
for our players to go out 
and play against teams 
from other countries”, 
says Norakidze. 

“But we can have a 
good team in the future. 
We have the players to 
do well and we can achi- 
eve some success”. 


% 


The new whiz kid of Italian football, Gianfranco Zola (right) Napoli tangles 


with Ascoli‘s Marcato. 


Brain-dead 


“I am not going to 
talk to you because you 
have a very small 
brain”. 


Italian soccer referee 
Angelo Amendolia 
faces disciplinary ac- 


tion after he owned up 
to telling Napoli’s Ale- 
mao in no uncertain 
terms what he thought 
of the Brazilian’s pro- 
tests during Napoli’s 1- 
0 home loss to Juventus 
recently. 


Torino’s Yugos- 
lav striker Haris 
Skoro is joining Swiss 
First Division side FC 
Zurich for $500,000 
after failing to make 
his mark on Italian 
football after three 
years. 
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SWEDISH football 
is ‘highly thought of 
abroad, but the re- 
putation it has for a 
somewhat stiff sty- 
le of play is really 
rather exagge- 
rated. 


That’s the view of 
midfielder Jonas 
Thern, 24, the Swedish 
captain, who plays pro- 
fessionally for Benfica 
in Portugal. 


“In my experience 
there’s a great respect 
for Swedish football in 
the rest of Europe, de- 
spite what happened in 
the World Cup in Ita- 
ly,” says Thern. 


““Many people are 
impressed above all by 
our tactical qualities. 

“And we are regar- 
ded as very tough men- 
tally.” 

The fact that in terms 
of skill Swedes cannot 
measure themselves 
with central and sout- 
hern Europe is some- 
thing they have come to 
terms with, according 
to Thern. 

But he asserts at the 
same time that some- 
thing is happening even 
on this score and that 
the Swedish team of to- 
day relies on a much 
greater degree of skill 
than previous teams 
did. 

“Look at a player like 
Anders Limpar”, says 
Thern. 

“It’s hard to find such 
natural talent in either 
southern Europe or 
Brazil. 


“Anders is almost 
unique in terms of his 
skill. 

“‘There’s hardly 
another player in the 
world with the same 
close control at high 
speed.” 

Jonas Thern himself 
is among the players 
who have contributed 
to Sweden’s more en- 
tertaining football, 
compared to previous 
eras. 

Is his talent natural or 
is his skill the result of 
hard training? 

“It was certainly 
blessed with a certain 
amount of talent,” says 
Jonas. 

“But I’ve always trai- 


ie 

REFIK SABANADZOVIC — Greece’s AEK will 

look for the former Red Star Belgrade midfiel- 

der’s inspiration against Spartak Moscow in 
the UEFA Cup this week. 
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ned hard. When I was at 
school, back home in 
Varnamo, we were al- 
ways playing football 
out in the garden or in 
the streets.” 

“When I later moved 
to Malm6, to a football 
school, we had a trai- 
ner, Bo Augustsson, 
who gave a high priority 
to skills training. I'm 
very greatful for that to- 
day,” says Jonas Thern. 

What’s the reason for 
this new trend in Swe- 
dish football? 

“T think that mana- 
gers of Swedish clubs 
have begun to see foot- 
ball in a different light 
over the past few years. 
and we’te beginning to 


see the results of train- 
ing methods, where 
there’s more emphasis 
on working with the ball 
and less on running and 
physical strength,” says 
Jonas. 

Sweden’s national 
team has been success- 
ful in the months since 
Tommy Svensson took 
over as manager. 

How good is Sweden 
compared to the best 
teams in Europe? 

“Even though we’ve 
had some good results 
during 1991 I think we'd 
be wise to keep a low 
profile,’ says Jonas 
Thern. 

“The competition is 
tremendously tough 
and small margins can 
be decisive.” 

**Personally I think 
that Germany, in the 
long run, is the best 
team in Europe. 

“After that it’s diffi- 
cult. At our best we can 
beat most countries. 


“But there are also 
many that can beat us. 
We shouldn’t be over 
confident before the 
European Champion- 
ship, even if we will be 
at home.” 


Norrkoping’s Swedish international Jan Hellstrom takes a tumble — like 
his club against Monaco in Round 2 of the European Cup-Winners’ Cup. 


East German Scandal 


Four years ago, the East German authorities vehemently denied 
western press reports that the country’s top football team, Dyna- 
mo Berlin, had bribed and connived its way to prominence. 


Albania, cashing in 
on revived interest 
in gambling, plans 
to expand recently 
legalised football 
pools to make 
more money for 
sport. 

Albania, which ban- 
ned all betting and 
gambling during the 
1960s, was admitted to 
the international lot- 
tery organisation Inter- 
toto last month. 

“In fact, 39% of the 
pools income goes to 
the clubs but this is cer- 
tainly not enough and 
we intend to start a lot- 
tery for this purpose,” 
said Kasem Seferi from 
the Albanian Olympic 
Committee. 

Scarcely more than a 
year ago, soccer pools - 
once dubbed by British 
leftists as a “tax on the 
dreams of the poor” - 
were a crime in 
Albania. 

People were pun- 
ished for organising 
secret sweepstakes. 

At least 20 Tirana 
youths were either im- 
prisoned or sentenced 
to forced labour in the 
mid-1980s for par- 
ticipating in illegal bet- 
ting on the Italian 
championship. 

But in June last year, 
the Albanian govern- 
ment, harassed by 
mounting budget diffi- 
culties, finally decided 


Albanians in 
Pools-mania! 


to organise official lot- 
teries to help pay for 
declining sports. 


“This was the only 
form of entertainment 
at that time and it was 
like a ray of hope for the 
hopeless youth,” said 
Seferi, who is chief of 
the lottery section at 
the Olympic Com- 
mittee. 

About 80,000 soccer 
pools forms were sold 
in the first few weeks of 
the new venture. 

One winner netted 
50,000 leks ($2,520). 

The average wage is 
under 1,000 lek ($40) a 
month! 

But the government 
decided to set a limit on 
prizes to prevent peo- 
ple from making a 
fortune. 

Many Albanians 
looking for capital to 
take advantage of the 
small-scale privatisa- 
tion just starting in the 
country hope the lot- 
tery will provide it. 

One salesman who 
won 13,200 leks 
($US568 ($A718)) onthe 
pools said he hopes to 
buy the state shop 
where he works. 

“Poor people are 
more inclined to be- 
lieve -in lotteries be- 
cause this gives them 
hope”, Seferi said. 

“We simply have to 
encourage them to play 
more”. 


Now all of these 
allegations — and more 
— have been validated. 

A British television 
programme, “On The 
Line”, has uncovered 
an amazing scandal. 


“On The Line” re- 
searchers, in the wake 
of the collapse of the 
Berlin Wall and East 
Germany’s Communist 
regime, went into the 
old headquarters of the 
hated secret police, the 
Stasi. 

By accessing the Stasi 
computer system, they 
turned up all manner of 
proof that the East Ger- 
man championship had 
been manipulated in 
Dynamo’s favour. 

Top of the sinister 
pyramid was Stasi 
General Erich Mielke. 

He controlled offi- 
cials, transfers and re- 
fereeing appointments. 

Top FIFA referee 
Adolf Prokop was one 
of those servants on the 
Stasi payroll at 30,000 
marks a year. 


Freed from fears of 
hidden microphones, 
several of Dynamo’s 
old stars spoke frankly 
about their manipu- 
lated success — and the 
embarrassment it 
caused them. 

Giant goalkeeper 
Bodo Rudwaleit said: 


“IT remember our cup 
final against Dresden in 
1983. 

The score was 1-1 late 
in the game. Our for- 
ward Hans Jurgen 
Riediger was well 
offside, but was 
allowed to score the 
winner. 

“Another time we 
were awarded a penalty 
which was so ridiculous 


“the whole stadium 


laughed. 

“Rainer Ernst put 
the ball on the penalty 
spot and I remember 
watching and thinking: 
“TI hope he doesn’t 
score”. 

Jurgen Bogs, who 
coached Dynamo 
through much of that 
era, knew that assis- 
tants were appointed 
whose task was to spy 
on the club personnel 
rather than direct 
coaching. 

Hidden microphones 
and informers would 
even be planted in the 
hotels where Dynamo’s 
European Cup rivals 
stayed. 

When the GDR fell 
apart, so did the Stasi 
and Dynamo had, over- 
night, lost their guar- 
dian angels. 

What followed was 
predictable: they 
changed their name to 
FC Berlin and quickly 
slipped into the sad 
anonymity of the 
amateur-based Ger- 
man third division. 

Mielke, in a prison 
hospital, awaits trial on 
a string of offences. 

Meanwhile, Rud- 
waleit looks back with 


regret. _ trom WORLD 
SOCCER 


RANGERS are set 
to pinch Scottish 
Cup goalkeeping . 
hero Ally Maxwell 
from Graeme 
Souness. 

The Ibrox side’ want 
26-year-old Maxwell 
after a series of expen- 
sive blunders by £1 mil- 
lion signing Andy 
Goram. 

And though former 
boss Souness has the 
out-of-contract Mot- 
herwell keeper on loan 
at Liverpool for three 
more weeks, Rangers 
are keen to move 
quickly. 

After Goram, their 
only experienced goal- 


keeper is veteran Dave 
McKellar, signed from 
Carlisle after Chris 
Woods left for Shef- 
field Wednesday. 

Meanwhile, midfield 
ace Ian Durrant is set 
for a shock move OUT 
of Ibrox. 


Claim 


Mo Johnston’s old 
French team Nantes 


MAL British Roundup 


EDITED BY TOM ANDERSON 


want him on loan for 
the rest of the season 
but face competition 
from Queens Park 
Rangers. 

Durrant, who scored 
for the reserves in their 
3-2 win over Celtic on 
the weekend, has failed 
to claim a regular first- 
team place since 
returning from his hor- 
rendous knee injury. 

Rangers are keen on 
the idea of him joining 
QPR to play alongside 
former favourite Ray 
Wilkins. 

Johnston, linked 
with a big money move 
to Leeds, stayed on the 
bench at Ibrox on the 
weekend. 


NO ROOM 
FOR NICK 


GORDON DURIE’s 
Scotland reprieve 
could cost Charlie 
Nicholas his come- 
back chance. 

Andy Roxburgh’s 
men are desperate for 
goals against San Mari- 
no in the European 
Championship tie on 
Wednesday week. 

But even though 
Charlie has been in 
prime scoring form for 
Celtic, he’s still behind 
Durie, Ally McCoist 
and Mo Johnston in 
Andy Roxburgh’s 
plans. 

Durie, who has been 
fined £1,000 by Totten- 
ham after being sent off 
against West Ham last 
week, is almost certain 
to start against the Euro 
minnows. 

Set for a shock 
Hampden return, how- 
ever, is Everton winger 
Pat Nevin. Scotland 
No.2 Craig Brown 
checked him out 
against Luton on the 
weekend. 

Nevin, linked with 
Celtic when he was out 
of the Goodison team 
earlier this season, had 
his last international 
appearance against San 


Marino in May. 

He came on as a se- 
cond-half sub and im- 
pressed Roxy so much 
by turning the game for 
the Scots that he’ll be 
brought back. 


Meanwhile, Rox- 
burgh will be included 
in the three man SFA 
task force to appeal 
against UEFA 's orders 
for a 3.30 kick-off. 

The appeal is set to go 
ahead with Roxy 
revealing on the week- 
end that talks with the 
Swiss FA who want the 


start synchronsed with 
their own match in Ro- 
mania, have actually 
broken down. 

Roxburgh revealed 
Romania and Bulgaria 
had agreed to play their 
final match on Novem- 
ber 20 BEFORE meet- 
ing the other countries 
to set Group TWo dates 
nearly two years ago. 

Romania will have a 
big chance of qualifying 
if they beat Switzer- 
land. 

“The Romanians 
one-week leeway is 
far worse,” said Roxy. 


DEIN SUNDAY ‘NO’ 


DAVID DEIN is throwing his weight behind the 
“never on Sunday” campaign, writes Martin 


Leach. 


People power has convinced the Premier League 
supporter it would be wrong for the new set-up to 
abandon the traditional Saturday play next season. 


Dein, Arsenal’s vice chairman, says: 


“We believe 


it wouldn’t work on a Sunday. And there’s no point in 
our imposing something on fans when they don’t want 


it.” 


A recent Capital Radio poll showed a 50-50 split 
over switching to Sunday and there’s no reason to 
suppose a nationwide vote would be any different. 

Dein also believes transport problems and in- 
creased police costs are other reasons to say no to 
Sunday. There is also increasing pressure from the 
players who don’t want Sunday lost as a family day. 


ALLY MAXWELL 


T’S ANDY 


ss] Lz 


RANGERS GO 
FOR MAXWEL 


And Durrant 
is ready to 
head south 


FOR DONS 


ABERDEEN are fa- 
vourites to sign 
striker Andy Thom- 
son when Queen of 
the South are finis- 
ned with the B&Q 
Cup. 


The 21-year-old Pal- 
merston hitman with 13 
goals behind him this 


season will be a target- 


for top bosses in Tues- 
day’s semi-final against 
Ayr United ... with 
Blackburn’s Kenny 
Dalglish among them. 

Kenny would like to 
make the Motherwell- 
born marksman his first 
signing from Scotland 
and Chelsea have also 
made inquiries. 

Queens will want at 
least £100,000 for 


Thomson, who was si- 
gned two years ago 
from Motherwell youth 
team Jerviston BC. 

“It's only a matter of 
time before Andy mo- 
ves to a leading club and 
when he does he’ll go on 
to be capped,” forecasts 
Queens’ boss Ally 
MacLeod. 

The Duns are also 
being linked with anot- 
her Tommo — Brechin 
City midfielder Scott 
Thomson (19) who was 
signed last year from 
Shrewsbury. 

Meanwhile, Ally 
MacLeod’s son Andy 
will join Dundee Uni- 
ted this month as a 
physio. 

He has been the man- 
ager of a sports injury 
clinic in Canada and 


previously had a short 
spell working for Dum- 
barton and his dad’s old 
club Ayr United. 


%& RANGERS are set 
for a Stateside jaunt 
next summer. 

They have SIX invita- 
tions, including two for 
games against the US 
national side as part of 
their 1994 World Cup 
build-up. 

%* But Ibrox boss Wal- 
ter Smith admits: “The 
only snag is that most of 
the invitations want us 
for pre-season 
matches.” 

%& Oleg Kuznetsov and 
Alexei Mikhailichenko 
will miss next week's 
Dunfermline match — 
they are on European 
duty in Cyprus. 


Saints 


back 
trouble 


ST MIRREN are set 
to lose two full- 
backs. 

Fraser Wishart, 

who asked for a move 
last weekend, is a 
£150,000 target for 
Millwall, while Tom 
Black’s £50,000 
move to Kilmarnock. 
is likely to go through 
this week. 
@ Former Scotland 
skipper Billy Bre- 
mner has quit as boss 
of the English Leagu- 
e’s bottom club Don- 
caster. 
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ACTION SPECIAL: ABSW - 


England class: Matthew Le Tissier 


MIKE CHANNON, 
the old England 
footballer who 
turned to training 
horses, has his eyes 
on an exciting 
young thoroug- 
hbred. 

His owner’s colours 
are red and white stri- 
pes, he runs mostly on 
Saturdays and Chan- 
non wants to aim him at 
some of the greatest 
prizes in sport. 

Winners 

His name is Matthew 
Le Tissier, Southamp- 
ton’s Channel Islander, 
whose fellow football 
pros voted 1990 Young 


Player of The Year. 

If you stuck his name 
in the field this year, his 
breeding line would 
read: ‘By Passed, out of 
Form.” 

But Channon, who 
spends his life in search 
of winners, would have 
him on the starting line 
every time. Especially 
for an England team 
that keeps leaving its 
finest performance on 


the gallops. 
Capped 46 times by 
England, the last 


against Switzerland in 
1978, 42-year-old 
Channon has always 
loved a good football 
argument. and when he 
talks of Le Tissier’s ex- 


clusion from England 
squads, he shouts al- 
most as loudly as the 30 
horses in his boxes at 
Lambourn. 

Channon says: 
“Most footballers are 
like racehorses. Nine- 
ty per cent are 
useless. 

“Le Tissier is part of 
the 10 per cent who 
make the whole thing 
work. Perhaps useless 
is a bit strong. They are 
good pros but they’re 
workhorses. 

“They are there to set 
things up for people like 
Matthew to perform 
their magic. The trou- 
ble with our game is 
we've started to regard 


great players as a 
luxury. 

“Why do you think 
Bobby Charlton was 
able to stand out so 
well? Because he had 
Nobby Stiles to do his 
tackling and Alan Ball 
to do his running. 

“Matthew can win a 
match with a dip of his. 
shoulders. He’s the best 
young player in the 
country, bar none. 

“Some say he goes 
missing during games. 
Some even say he’s 
overweight. 

“But they used to say 
that of Forest’s John 
Robertson in my day, 
and he told me: ‘I was 
only fat when we were 
losing.” 

““We have to gear 
everything to getting 
players like Matthew 
into areas where they 
can do the most 
damage. 


“The same goes for 
people like John Bar- 
nes and Chris 
Waddle. 

“They’re no good 
stuck out wide on the 
halfway line. 


Priceless 


“We've got to get 
them running at people 
10 yards outside the op- 
position box. They 
never get the ball early 
enough — only when 
everybody else has 
finished with it. 

“That’s why Ball was 
such a good internatio- 
nal player. He only 
needed half a touch to 
move the ball on. 


“People like Barnes, 
Waddle and Gazza sho- 
uld be match winners. 
Goal scorers like Gary 
Lineker are different. 
They finish things off. 


“‘But what I call 
match winners produce 
something out of noth- 
ing. Now that Gazza’s 
not there, England are 
in greater need of peo- 
ple who can make 
things happen. 

“Those type of play- 
ers are priceless and Le 
Tissier, whatever is 
happening to him at 
Southampton these 


The first round draw for FA Cup 


THE draw for the 
first round of the 
English Football 

’ Association (FA) 
Cup: 

Stockport v Lincoln 
City, Hartlepool v 
Shrewsbury, Witton 
Albion v Halifax, Che- 
ster v Guiseley, Run- 
corn v Tranmere, Scun- 
thorpe v Rotherham, 
Chorley or Emley v 
Bolton, Mansfield v 
Preston, Bury v Brad- 

» ford City, Darlington v 
Chesterfield, Scarbo- 
rough v Wigan. 

Morecambe v Hull, 
Huddersfield v Lincoln 
United, Wrexham v 
Winsford, Bridlington 
v York, Gretna v Roch- 

dale, Blackpool v 
Grimsby, Stoke v Tel- 
ford, Burnley v Don- 
caster, Carlisle v Cre- 
we, Brentford v Gillin- 


gham, Baldock Town 
or Halesowen v Farn- 
borough. 

Bournemouth v 
Bromsgrove, Swansea 
v Cardiff, Kiddermin- 
ster v Aylesbury or 
Chesham, Leyton Ori- 
ent v Welling United, 
West Bromwich v Mar- 
low, Horsham or Craw- 
ley v Northampton, 
Peterborough v Grave- 
send and Northfleet or 
Harlow. 

Merthyr Tydfil or 
Windsor and Eton v 
Woking, Maidstone v 
Weymouth or Sutton 
United, Fulham v Hay- 
es, Slough v Reading, 
Aldershot v Enfield, 
Yeovil v Walsall, Col- 
chester v Exeter, At- 
herstone v Hereford, 
Kettering or Stafford 
Rangers v Wycombe. 
Barnet v Tiverton, Tor- 
quay v Birmingham. 


To be played on 
Saturday, November 
16. 


Backdown 
by Davie! 


ST MIRREN mana- 
ger Davie Hay has 
withdrawn his 
threat to fine his 
players a week’s 
wages after their 
5-0 home drubbing 
in the Scottish Pre- 
mier Division by 
Celtic last Saturday 
week. 

Following a protest 
by the Scottish Profes- 
sional Footballers’ As- 
sociation, who said they 
would back the Saints 
players, Hay opted in- 
stead to put his squad 
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through the mill on the 
training ground. 

Hay said: “‘I think 
I’ve said enough and 
now I'll let the players 
speak for themselves on 
the field. There’s a limit 
to how hard you can 
whip them. 

““Maybe now they 
will show they have 
commitment and pride 
in their performance to 
fight back.” 


JACK’S 


LADS 


THE Republic of Ire- 
land’s chances of 
qualifying for next 
year’s European 
Championship 
finals were dealt a 


severe blow 
when midfield dy- 
namo Andy Town- 
send was ruled out 
of the vital qualifier 
against Turkey in 
Istanbul on No- 
vember 13. 

The Chelsea captain 
had to undergo a hernia 
operation and is expec- 
ted to be sidelined until 
the beginning of next 
year. 

Chelsea managing 
director Colin Hutchin- 
son said: “We just want 
to get on with it and get 
him fit again as soon as 
possible. 

“He has been car- 
rying the injury for 
some time now and has. 
been finding it increas- 
ingly difficult. 

“It is best we get it 
sorted out, but obvious- 
ly it’s a blow for us.” 


“ded. 


days, is still one of 
them. 

“He’d be better off 
playing for England 
than Southampton. If 
he and Gazza were se- 
lected for a World XI, 
they’d be naturals.” 

Channon is respon- 
sible now for choosing 
horses for courses. He’s 
successful with almost 
50 winners in 18 
months, including a 
£250,000 race at The 
Curragh with Affair of 
State. 

He bred You Know 
The Rules himself to 
win more than £100,000. 
in prize money from 
four victories. 

Channon knows the 
tules, too. He’s the boss. 
and the buck stops with 
him when his charges. 
tun below expecta- 
tions. 

But when it comes to 
England, he’s reluctant 
to apply the same prin- 
ciple to manager Gra- 
ham Taylor and his old 
Southampton boss 
Lawrie McMenemy. 


Risks 


“It’s not a manage- 
ment problem,” he ad- 
“With the excep- 
tion of Le Tissier, they 
keep picking the best 
players in the country. 

“Tt’s the players’ 
fault. They are negative 
and don’t like accepting 
responsibility. 

“They don’t want to 
take any risks and give 
the ball away. They 
~ n’t move it quickly 
~ dpositively. 

“They might have 
greater security, better 
contracts and more 
agents than in my day, 
but they’ve lost some- 
thing more important. 

“We had Player Po- 
wer. If things were 
going wrong onthe 
field, we would change 
them. 

“We knew that was 


CHANNO 


reporting from the stalls ona 
thoroughbred winner for Europe 


best in the world for soccer 


BRED FOR 
nENGLA ND! 


racing opel 


our job. And we made 
sure we played to 
each other’s 
strengths. We didn’t 
need telling that. 

“It’s the same with 
racing. If Lester Piggott 
rides one of the my hor- 
ses, I can tell him what 
he needs to know about 
the animal. 

“But if something 
happens to the general 
plan, I know he’ll use 
his knowledge and ta- 
lent to make his own de- 
cisions and run the best 
race possible. 

““T don’t see foot- 
ballers doing that any- 
more. Now they just 


‘stick to their systems — 


whatever happens. 

“T sometimes laugh 
when teams are awar- 
ded a free kick and 
everyone queues up at 
the far post watching a 
player stick two or three 
fingers in the air.” 


Strong 

England’s European 
championship decider 
in Poznan next month 
revives painful memo- 
ties for Channon, deni- 
ed a place in the 1974 
World Cup Finals by 
Poland. 

But he sees little 
chance of a similar sce- 
nario this time. 

“England are 10-1 on 
in my book to qualify 
for Sweden,” he said. 

‘Remember, last 
time we had to beat 
Poland. This time 
England only need to 
draw. 

“England are strong 
in those situations, so- 
lid and have players you 
can rely on. 

“It’s when we have to 
go out and win some- 
thing and win it well 
that the problems 
start.” 

That why Channon 
would love to see Le 
Tissier and Under Star- 
ter’s Orders. 


This week’s fixture list 


WEDNESDAY 
NOVEMBER 6 


Second Division 
Newcastle v Cambridge 
Watford v Oxford 

Third Division 

Exeter v Bradford 
Huddersfield v Fulham 
Reading v Darlington 
Torquay v Bournemouth 
Fourth Division 
Hereford v Halifax 


FRIDAY 
NOVEMBER & 


Second Division 
Tranmere v Plymouth 
Third Division 
Stockport v Shrewsbury 
Swansea v Bournemouth 
Fourth Division 
Aldershot v Cardiff 
Doncaster v York 


SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 9 


Second Division 
Barnsley v Bristol.R 


BARCLAYS LGE — DIV 1 


ARSENAL..........0 WESTHAM.. 


Att: 33,630 


CHELSEA....... 


Att: 11,343 
CPALACE 
Att: 34,231 


EVERTON........ 


Att: 8,029 


SHEFFUTD........ 


HT:1-0 Att: 42,942 

NORWICH 
Att: 13,014 

NOTTSCO.. 

HT:2-0 

OP rtensa aocrcn 

HT:O-4 

‘SHEFFWED........« 

SOTON. 


HT:0-1 
WIMBLEDON........ 


F STUART MCCALL 


Brighton v Middlesbro 


Bristol C v Sunderland 
Chariton v Blackburn 
Ipswich v Cambridge U 
Newcastle v Grimsby 
Port Vale v Millwall 
Portsmouth v Oxford 
Southend v Swindon 
Watford v Leicester 
Wolves v Derby 


DIVISION 2 


Third Division 
Brentford v Wigan 
Bury v Bolton 

Exeter v Stoke 
Hartlepool v Fulham 
Huddersfield v Birmingham 
Hull City v Chester 
Peterboro v Bradford C 
Preston v Darlington 
Reading v West Brom 
Torquay v Leyton O 


Fourth Division 
Barnet v Halifax 
Bumley v Mansfield 
Chesterfield v Blackpool 
Crewe v Wrexham 
Gillingham v Maidstone 
Hereford v Rochdale 
Northampion v Lincoln 
Scarboro v Carlisle 
Scunthorpe v Rotherham 


Scottish Premier 
Celtic v Aberdeen 
Dundee Utd v Hibernian 
Dunfermline v Rangers 
Falkirk v St Mirren 
Hearts v St Johnstone 
Motherwell v Airdrie 
Scottish First 
Hamilton v Dundee 
Kilmamock v Meadowbank 
Montrose v Clydebank 
Morton v Forfar 

Raith v Ayr Utd 

Stirling A v Partick 
Scottish Second 
Albion R v Alloa 
Berwicmk v Dumbarton 
Brechin v Stenhousemuir 
Cowdenbeath v East Stirling 
Q Park v East Fife 
Stranraer v Arbroath 


DIVISION 3 


NOTTMFRST. 


BLACKBURN........1 BRIGHTON....... 
HT-0-0 Att:9,877 
BRISTOLR ..s.n..3 PVALE... 
HT: 24 Att:3,565 
CAMBUTD .........0 BRISTOLC 
Att: 4,810 
DERBY... 0 TRANMERE 
HT: 0-4 Atts411,501 
GRIMSBY... CHARLTON 
HT-0-4 Att: 4,743 
LEICESTER....,.....2 IPSWICH 
HT:0-0 Att: 11,331 
MIDDLEBRO SOUTHEND. 
Att:9,604 
PORTSMTH....... 
Att: 6,060 
BARNSLEY 
Att 3,419 
WOLVES... 
Att: 4,200 
SUNDERLND WATFORD 
HT-2.0 Att: 12,790 
SWINDON NEWCASTLE 


BIRMINGHM 


3 TORQUAY... 

Att: 4,478 
READING 
Att:3,632 
BRENTFORD 
Att:5,359 
PRESTON... 
Att: 4,219 
HARTLPL..... 

Att: 5,041 

Lal Mera 
Att:3,305 
EXETER 

Att: 3,038 
PETERBORO....... 
Att: 1,866 
HUDDRSFLD....... 
Att: 10,116 
BURY. 

Att: 8,439 


JOHN BYRNE 
smashed two goals 
as Sunderland 
romped to their 
best home win of 
the season. 

But the Roker outfit 
were set on their way by 
a terrible clanger by 
England Under-21 star 
David James. 

The £1.5m keeper, 
brought off the transfer 
list but earmarked for a 
move to Liverpool at 
the end of the season, 
clearly had other things 
on his mind when he 
made a hash of a 13th- 
minute cross from Gor- 
don Armstrong. And 
new signing Byrne 
couldn’t believe his 
luck as he cashed in for 
his 100th League goal. 


BYRNE BLAST | 
FIRES ROKER 


SUNDERLAND 3 WATFORD 1 


Watford boss Steve 
Perryman said: “David 
has held up his hand and 
taken the blame. If that 
first goal hadn’t gone in 
we probably wouldn’t 
have been beaten.” 

It was only Sunder- 
land’s third win in 12 
League games. 

And nobody enjoyed 
it more than 30-year- 
old Byrne, who looked 
a snip at £225,000, Ro- 
ker boss Denis Smith 
said: “‘He’s worth the 
entrance money alone. 
John is a class act and 
the fans obviously en- 
joyed seeing him. We 
got the break, we nee- 
ded and that hasn’t al- 
ways been happening 
this season.” 

Sunderland looked 
full of running as they 


B & Q PREMIER 


ABERDEEN.........0 DUNDEEUTD. 
HT:0-1 Att: 13,500 
AIRDRIE. 0 FALKIRK. 
Att:4,000 
1 HEARTS..... 
Att: 22,000 
CELTIC... 
Att: 37,367 
STJOHNSTNE DUNFRMLINE 
HT: 1-1 Att: 4,509 
STMIRREN MOTHERWELL 
HT: 0-1 ‘Alt: 2,689 


DIVISION 1 


AYRoecusenneeeO KILMARNOCK... 
HT:0-3 Att: 6,064 


DUMBARTON. 
HT: 1-4 Att: 600 
EFIFE women 1 CLYDE. 
HT:0-2 Att: 848 
ESTIRLUNG....... 


CLYDEBANK........3 MORTON. 


raced into a two-goal 
lead inside 21 minutes. 

Byrne’s gift was fol- 
lowed by a second from 
Armstrong after good 
work down the left by 
the former Brighton 
striker. 

And Byrne was firm- 
ly established as a ter- 
race favourite when he 
raced on to a Paul Bra- 
cewell through ball af- 
ter 74 minutes to slot 
home number three. 

Watford’s persist- 
ence was rewarded 
when Gary Porter grab- 
bed a consolation goal 
three minutes later. 

BEST PLAYER: Byrne, 


MONTROSE. 
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Anes 


Set Coie ai Mahe d 


A 


TOTTEN'S 
GAMBLE 
ON YOUTH 


PAYS OFF 


ST JOHNSTONE 3 
DUNFERMLINE 2 


ALEX TOTTEN 
gambled on youth 
and came out 
smiling. 

Even without seven 
first team players, he 
decided to drop experi- 
enced duo Sergei Bal- 
tacha and Jan Redford 
and afterwards praised 
youngsters Paul Dean 
and David Bingham. 

“T'm very pleased with 
them even though they 
tired later on,’’ said 
Totten. 

“Tam the manager 
and pick the side as I see 
fit and I decided to drop 
Redford and Bal- 
tacha.”” 

Totten’s side came 
back twice against bot- 
tom club Dunfermline 
who scored their first 
away goals of the 
season. 

Scott Leitch sent a 
curling shot into the top 
corner after 34 minutes 
but Paul Wright swept 
home a Bingham hea- 
der to equalise before 
the break. 

Craig Robertson re- 
stored the Fifers' lead in 
73 minutes but a minute 
later Bingham equali- 
sed with a first time shot 
from the edge of the 
area. 

Harry Curran grab- 
bed the winner, shrug- 
ging off a challenge to 


“score from close in with 


a powerful shot. 

Dunfermline mana- 
ger Jocky Scott was un- 
happy with his defen- 
ders: ““‘We were absol- 
ute murder. To score 
two goals away from 
home and come away 
with nothing is cri- 
minal.” 

BEST PLAYER: Wright. 


Baptie’s 


so lucky 


CRAWFORD BA- 
PTIE hauled Alan 
Lawrence back 
when the Airdrie 
striker was racing 
clear on 58 
minutes. 

But he was shown 
only a yellow card. 

And Falkirk boss Jim 
Jefferies praised his 
players. 

“After losing Brian 
Whittaker and Peter 
Godfrey this was a bet- 
ter point for us than 
Airdrie,” he said. 

Godfrey left on 24 
minutes with a suspec- 
ted chipped ankle bone 
and his defensive part- 
ner went off in the 
second half. 

Sammy Conn was 
twice denied for 
Airdrie. 

BEST PLAYER: Conn. 


‘| into disrepute 


Leagues 


SOLICITORS 


Our firm specialises in all legal matters 
involving the socer code, and including: 

a) Playing being cited for infringments 

b) Clubs being cited for bringing the game 


c) Appearing before the Tribunals and 
Committees of the State and National 


d) Other general matters; (Criminal/ 
Family/Compensation/Conveyancing) 


Call us for all your legal needs. 


THEODORE SMYRNIS & SOLOMON 
Solicitors & Public Notary 


{st Floor, 454 Forest Rd, BEXLE 


2207 


PH: (02) 597 7033 


FAX: 597 1749 


Ask for: Andrew Smymis or Mario DiLizio 


CRAIG LEVEIN 


RANGERS.......:0:ssssssseees 


CELTIC.... 


IT WAS Rangers in\blunderland again as 
Celtic snatched a point from a fierce Old 


Firm battle. 


And baffled boss Walter Smith was left lament- 
ing as his champs turned chumps dropped their 
fourth point out of a possible six in \ just eight days. 


The agony was piled 
on this time as Nigel 
Spackman’s bad back- 
pass gave Tony Cascari- 


‘ no the equaliser. 


“This has been the 
nature of our season,” 
moaned Smith. “‘Indi- 
vidual mistakes have 
cost us valuable 
points.” 


Revenge 

Rangers looked to 
have scored the deci- 
sive goal through Ally 
McCoist’s bullet-force 
header after 61 
minutes. 

The chance was car- 
ved out with a crossfield 


pass from Mark Hate- 
ley which Gary Stevens 
swept into the goal 
mouth for McCoist to 
score. 

It crushed Celts who 
had been enjoying their 
best spell of the game — 
but not for long. 

They got their reven- 
ge just three minutes af- 
ter Cascarino and Chris 
Morris came on in a do- 
uble substitution for 
Charlie Nicholas and 
Joe Miller. 

And, just as he broke 
his scoring duck against 
Hearts with his first 
touch as a sub last 


HIBS 1__ HEARTS 1 


BORN-AGAIN Hibs 
came within inches 
of notching up their 
first Edinburgh 
Derby win in al- 
most three years 
after a blunder by 
Hearts’ Henry 
Smith. 

The big keeper drop- 
ped a Dave Beaumont 
free kick at the feet of 
Keith Wright in the 
dying seconds. 

But with literally the 
last kick of the ball the 
£500,000 striker could 
only push his shot wide. 

Chase 

And Smith left the 
field sporting a huge 
grin of relief. 


SPLAT- 


month, Cas was in acti- 
on almost immediately. 
He saw his chance as 
Spackman made the fa- 
tal error of judgement 
and seized on it. 
Rangers keeper 
Andy Goram was bey- 
ond criticism as the Cel- 
tic striker struck home. 


Boost 


Cas admitted: ‘Our 
punters have been dif- 
ferent class with their 
patience. Scoring 
against Rangers has got 
to boost my confidence 
and I'll be looking for 
more goals, starting 
against Neuchatel on 
Wednesday.” 

Celtic boss Liam Bra- 
dy said: “I wasn’t happy 
about our first-half 
show but we deserved 
the draw and probably a 
bit more. 

“It’s a great boost for 
our UEFA Cup tie and 
it showed we've closed 
the gap with Rangers 


Hearts boss Joe Jor- 
dan was disappointed 
not to have picked up 
both points, but a draw 
put his side back on top 
of the Premier League 
and extended their un- 
beaten run in derby 
matches to 11. 

Jordan said: ‘‘It is 
great for Scottish foot- 
ball that so many teams 
are involved at the top 
of the league. Last sea- 
son it was all up to 
Aberdeen to chase 
Rangers but this year 
there are six clubs in the 
hunt at the moment. 


“Tt is terrific to be 
back on top although 


there is still a long Jong 
way to go.” 

Hibs were given a 
rousing reception as 
they tookto the field 


on show of the week 


SMITH OFF 


after their Skol Cup vic- 
tory last week. 

But they were silen- 
ced in just four minutes 
when John Robertson 
pounced on a Graeme 
Hogg header to rifle the 
ball past the helpless 
John Burridge. 

It was the little stri- 
ker’s 18th goal in 25 der- 
by games. But his strike 
left Hibs boss Alex Mil- 
ler furious. 

He fumed: ‘We had 
talked just five minutes 
before kick off about 
Wwhowas marking who in 
that area. And to find 
Robertson left unmar- 
ked was not good from 
our point of view.”” 
With Gordon Hunter 
injured, Hibs’ £110,000 
signing from Luton, 


-MARK HATELEY 


SAINTS 


SINNERS 


ST MIRREN 1 
MOTHERWELL 2 


TEN-MAN Mother- 
well picked up the 
points on the week- 
end with the help of 
two Saints sinners. 
Roddy Manley turn- 
ed a Davie Cooper 
cross into his own 
goal to give the Fir 
Parkers the lead,then 
keeper Les Fridge 
fisted the veteran 


* The B-I-G ac 


28 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — NOVEMBER 5, 1991 


winger’s corner into 
the net after the 
break. 

Suffering Saints 
boss Davie Hay moa- 
ned: “That second 
goal really knocked 
the stuffing out of us. 

“And you could say 
David Cooper really 
had two assists.” 

Motherwell mana- 
ger Tommy McLean 
was forced to throw 
on both subs when 
Luc Nijholt and lan 
Angus were crocked 


after just 18 minutes. 

And Dougie Arnott 
was stretchered off 
two minutes after the 
break with an ankle 
injury. 

Arnott was taken to 
hospital for an x-ray 
while Nijholt and An- 
gus both suffered calf 
muscle knocks. 

McLean said: 
“From our point of 
view that sums up the 
season we have had 
with the injury situa- 
tion. 


n pages * 


“But in view of the 
circumstances | am 
pleased with the way 
they battled through- 
out the game.” 

‘ Guri Torfason pul- 
led a goal back for 
Saints with a long- 
range free kick which 
sizzled beyond Billy 
Thomson into the far 
side of the net, but de- 
spite a late rally they 
were unable to level. 

The Love Street 
crowd of 2,689 is the 
lowest Premier gate 
this season. 

BEST 
Cooper. 


PLAYER: 


DAVID COOPER 


Beaumont, made his 
debut. But he and Tom- 
my McIntyre did not hit 
it off in the centre of the 
home defence until 
the second half. 

Miller said: “The two 
centre backs did not 
settle and we allowed 
Hearts a lot of good 
possession. 

“I did not feel we 
started to play until the 
second half. 


Blunder 


“But full credit to the 
boys. They battled 
away and we had one or 
two openings that we 
might have capitalised 
on.” 


THE HOOK 


Keith fails to punish Hearts 


Robertson’s goal had 
Hibs reeling but they 
pulled themselves back 
into the game through a 
blunder by Hearts de- 
fender George Wright. 


The youngster was 
woefully short with a 
passback to Smith, al- 
lowing Keith Wright to 
round the stranded kee- 
per and poke the ball 
home. 


Both sides went all 
out for the winner but 
because of the frantic 
pace there were too 
many mistakes for eit- 
her Smith or Burridge 
to be troubled too 
often. 


Rangers rocked 
as Nigel gifts 
a goal to Cas 


since the last Old Firm 
game.” 

Ibrox chief Smith re- 
vealed that midfielder 
Stuart McCall played 
after being laid low with 
food poisoning for the 
last two days. 

But no-one would 
have guessed that from 
his gritty performance. 
~ Rangers set a blister- 
ing pace in the kick and 
rush first half and at one 
stage forced five cor- 
ners in as many 
minutes. 

John Collins had to 
rush to the rescue to 
concede the first as Scot 
Nisbet cleverly dummi- 
ed the ball to leave Pie- 
ter Huistra with a 
chance. 

Dariusz Wdowczyk 
made a goal-line clea- 
rance when McCoist 
was poised to score. 


Chances 


And with a Hateley 
shot going wide, sad 
boss Smith was left 
summing-up: “There 
were chances to score 
one or two goals in that 
period.” 

But the game live- 
ned-up after the inter- 
val with McCoist nod- 
ding the Gers into the 
lead. 

Celtic hit back with 
Cascarino’s lucky strike 
and the action raged 
from end to end. 

Skipper Paul McStay 
made an impact in Cel- 
tic’s midfield to the 
extent of being booked 


for a tackle on Spack- 
man. 

Team mates Brian 
O’Neill, Chris Morris 
and lone Ranger Nisbet 
also got yellow cards 
from ref Brian 
McGinlay. 


Clash 


Goram _ brought off 
good saves from Miller 
and Collins but, at the 
other end, Pat Bonner 
made the most impres- 
sive stop ten minutes 
from time. 

Huistra crossed and 
Ian Ferguson, who had 
hardly been noticed, 
smashed the ball 
straight for goal — only 
for Bonner to deal bril- 
liantly with the shot and 
deny Rangers a winner. 

It was a sad day for 
comeback man Fergu- 
son, who had to be hel- 
ped off with a leg injury 
moments later to be re- 
placed by Oleg Kuzne- 
tsov. 

BEST 
McStay. 


PLAYER: 


© The reserve clash at 
Parkhead turned out a 
ding dong battle with 
Rangers emerging wor- 
thy 3-2 winners. 

Ian Durrant put them 
in front after 20 minutes 
but a double from 
Gerry Britton gave 
Celts a half-time lead. 

But Rangers hit back 
in the second-half with 
Gary McSwegan their 
scoring hero with two 
goals 


Six players were 
booked — Hibs’ Beau- 
mont, Willie Miller, 
Gareth Evans and Gra- 
ham Mitchell and He- 
arts’ Hogg and Mackay. 


BEST PLAYER: Rober- 
tson. 


@ The New Year’s Day 
derby at Tynecastle will 
kick off at 7.30pm and 
be screened live on 
BSKyB. 


RANGERS invited 
me to watch the 
Old Firm action 
from the directors’ 
box — but | turned 
out to be CELTIC’s 
lucky charm... 
again! 

At my last visit to a 
Glasgow derby — last 
September — Celtic 
grabbed a 1-1 draw. 
On the weekend they 


did the same again 
and fully deserved to 


ANDY GORAM 


Here’s STEPHEN HENDRY’S big-match 


MICKEY WEIR 


do so. 

When they have a 
bit of confidence 
they’re a superb 
passing team, so it 
was ironic Rangers 
went ahead during 
Celtic’s best spell. 


At that point | fea- 
red Celtic’s chances 
were gone. The only 
way | could see them 
equalising was thro- 
ugh a mistake which 
is just what hap- 
pened. 


BLOWS IT 


I'm Ceitic’s lucky charm 


I was delighted it 
was Tony Cascarino 
who scored. | met him 
last year on a TV show 
and he’s one of the 
nicest blokes you 
could hope to meet. 

Personally, | must 
have been one of the 
few people at Ibrox 
who found the frenzi- 
ed action relaxing — 
but only in compari- 


Mcinally 
stunner | 
has Dons 

rocking 


ABERDEENO DUNDEE UTD 1 


A SUPERB Jim Mclinally goal knocked 
Aberdeen off the top of the Premier 
League. 

United maintained their recent excellent Pit- 
todrie record with a European-style display 
which frustrated the Dons. 

it was the second time in a week the Dundee 
club knocked off the leaders — they beat Ran- 
gers on Tuesday. But the crucial goal came 
after a tragic error by Theo Ten Caat. 

The Dutch midfielder gave the ball away to 
Mcinally who ran fully 30 yards before crashing 
it in off a post from the edge of the area. 

it was a marvellous goal, and Aberdeen were 
clearly stunned by it. : 

United maintained their self-impossed gag, 
but a disappointed Alex Smith said: “We paid 
the penalty for slackness in the first half. 

“We lost the goal through carelessness, a 
slack pass. Once United get in front they are 
difficult to pin back. But | felt with our effort and 
pressure we deserved something from the 
game.” 

The Dons were unable to mount serious at- 
tacks in what was a frustrating first half for 
them. 

And when they finally got forward after the 
break they came up against the battling United 
defence who were in defiant form. Guido Van 
de Kamp was rarely troubled, though he had to 
dive low to stop a Peter Van de Ven 20-yarder 


nine minutes from time. 

And veteran defen- 
der Dave Narey did 
well to rob Eoin Jess 
right in front of goal 
after a good David 
Winnie cross. 

But for all Aberde- 
en’s efforts they rare- 
ly looked like 
scoring. 

In fact, the closest 
they came was before 
United’s crucial goal 
when Paul Mason hit 
the side-netting. 

And United striker 
Darren Jackson mis- 
sed a glorious chan- 
ce after he’d been put 
through by Ray 
McKinnon, but Theo 
Snelders pulled off 
a tremendous save. 

The Dons fans felt 
they should have had 
a penalty when Ma- 
son slammed the ball 
against Maurice Mal- 
pas, but it hit the de- 
fender’s chest. 

BEST PLAYER: Mcl- 
nally. 


reaction 


son to how | spent last 
weekend. 

Watching Rangers 
and Celtic was a lot 
easier on my nerves 
than winning the Rot- 
hmans Grand Prix! 

Overall, not a bad 
way to spend a rainy 
afternoon. But Hearts 
can rest easy. There 
was nothing at Ibrox 
to worry the Jam 
Tarts! 


Souness 
Anfield 
misery 


LIVERPOOL mana- 
ger Graeme Sou- 
ness claimed he 
had been ‘’mug- 
ged”’ after they 
were beaten 2-1 by 
Crystal Palace at 
Anfield in the Eng- 
lish First Division. 

Although Liverpool 
took the lead a minute 
before half-time thro- 
ugh defender Glen Hy- 
sen, Palace came stor- 
ming back in snatch 
victory. 

And Souness said te- 
stily, “I’m very disap- 
pointed because I felt 
we had played better 
than for a while in terms 
of possession. 

“To give goals away 
like we did is very dis- 
appointing. I feel like 
T’'ve been mugged.” 

Alex Ferguson’s 
Manchester United 
went back to the top of 
the table with a 2-0 win 
over Sheffield United. 

And Fergie said: 
“I'm delighted with the 
result because it stops a 
wee bad spell for us. 


“We had a bit of luck 
with an own goal and a 
deflected shot for our 
second, but it evens out 
the misfortune we have 
suffered recently.” 


— TOP OF THE WORLD | 
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OSSIE A 


Birmingham 3 Torquay 0 


LEADERS Birmingham left nobody in any 


doubt of their supremacy over Third Division 


bottom club Torquay. 


= The Blues dominated the first half but only went 

ahead in the 33rd minute with a Nigel Gleghorn 

penalty after Darren Rowbotham handled in the box. 
Gleghorn later forced Torquay keeper Gareth 

Howells into a fine save following a 20-yard shot. 

@ Torquay showed some spirit at the beginning of the 

second half when Dan Edwards went close on a 


number of occasions. 


| TORQUAY TORMENT 


Their best chance came in the 54th minute when, 
following a cross by Scott Collombe, Rowbotham 
forced keeper Martin Thomas into a good save. 
= But Birmingham were not to be denied and Simon 
Sturridge increased their lead in the 51st minute. 

John Frain found Sturridge, and after the ball 
ricochetted off Matthew Elliott, Sturridge followed- 


up to fire home. 


= Then the game was put beyond Torquay’s grasp in 
the 72nd minute when Louie Donowa’s left-foot shot 


gave Howells no chance. 


___ Swindon shatter old boss 


Swindon 2 Newcastle 1 


~ 30 


_ Hero 
O’Hanlon 


holds out 


CARLISLE 0 
GILLINGHAM 0 


KEEPER Kel O’Han- 
lon was Carlisle’s 
hero for almost sin- 
gle-handledly kee- 
ping Gillingham 
out. 

After Carlisle striker 
Tony Fyle had seen two 
“goals” chalked off by 
a linesman’s offside 
flag before the break, 
the Cumbrians lost 
their way. 

Gillingham striker 
David Crown had the 
sort of afternoon he will 
want to forget, snat- 
ching at an early 
chance. 

And in the last five 
minutes he was twice 
denied by on-form 
O’Hanlon. 

The Carlisle keeper 
was relieved to hold a 
19th minute header 
from Mark O’Connor 
that lacked power. 
Then Fyle turned nea- 
tly and brought a reflex 
save from Harvey Lim 
at the other end. 

It needed a splendid 


. one-handed save from 


O'Hanlon to block a 
glancing eight-yard 
header from Alan Wal- 
ker in the 53rd minute. 


STEVE WHITE ram- 
med home his 12th 
goal of the season 
two minutes from 
time to complete a 
miserable County 
Ground return for 
Ossie Ardiles. 

Fitzroy Simpson 
found Duncan Shearer 
in space and he drew the 
keeper before unself- 
ishly putting White 
clear to slide the ball 
home. 

Top scorer Gavin 
Peacock poached a 90th 
minute consolation for 
the visitors from Dar- 
ren Bradshaw’s cross 
but it was too late to put 
a smile back on Ardiles’ 
face. 

Dumped out of the 
Rumbelows Cup in 
midweek and now 
struggling near the foot 
of the Second Division, 
Newcastle and Ardiles 
now face a hard winter. 

The former Swindon 
boss received a mixture 
of cheers and jeers as he 
took his place in the 
dug-out eleven months 
after leaving for St 
James Park. 


And he must have 
been pleased with the 
way his young side set- 
tled and then took the 
game to Swindon. 

But, after a quiet 
opening spell, Swin- 
don’s 16-goal striker 
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Shearer finally burst 
into life and it took two 
superb challenges from 
Kevin Scott to prevent 
him adding to his tally. 

Swindon, still with- 
out injured player- 
manager Glenn Hod- 
dle, had keeper Nicky 
Hammond filling the 
sweeper role when he 
raced from goal to beat 
Andy Hunt to a long 
through-ball. 

The home side gra- 
dually took a grip on the 
game and got the boost 
of a goal when skipper 
Colin Calderwood 
struck after 41 minutes. 

Shaun Taylor cre- 
ated the opening with a 
far-post header and 
Calderwood stooped 
low to nod the ball 
home. 

Newcastle’s attempt 
to harry Swindon out of 
their stride collapsed 
when their weary legs 
gave way halfway 
through the second 
period. 

Wright kept them in 
the game with another 
great save but he was 


Plymouth 1 Wolves 0 


Plymouth ended a 
run of 10 League 
games without a 
win against a 
Wolves side who 
now have eight 
blanks to their 
credit. 


A Dwight Marshall 
goal in the 35th minute 
settled it, and although 
they were far from con- 
vincing, Plymouth at 


Dwight is 
dynamite 


least played with more 
verve than their out-of- 
touch opposition. 
Perhaps they were in- 
spired by the presence 
in the director’s box of 
Dave Regis, the Notts 


GLENN HODDLE: despite his absence on the park, Swindon still won. 


helplessly exposed as 
White delivered the kil- 
ler blow. 


BEST 
Shearer. 


PLAYER: 


SWINDON: Hammond, 
Kerslake,  Summerbee, 
Jones, Calderwood, 
Taylor, Hazard, Shearer, 
Simpson, MacLaren, 
White. Subs: Close, Feler. 


NEWCASTLE: Wright, 
Bradshaw, Stimson, 
O'Brien, Scott, Appleby, 
Clark, Peacock, Howey, 
Hunt, Roche. Subs: Gour- 
lay, Thompson. 


SKINNER SAVER 


JUSTIN SKINNER 
cracked home a su- 
perb 25-yard shot 
to earn Rovers a 
point. 

The record signing 
latched -onto Andy 
Reece’s free kick and 
hammered the ball into 
the top corner. 

It was a hard earned 
draw for the struggling 
home side, who 24 


hours earlier had put 
chief coach Dennis 
Rofe in charge of team 
affairs until Christmas. 
Striker Carl Saun- 
ders signalled his re- 
turn from injury with 
two first half goals. But 
his impressive achie- 
ment was matched by 
Vale’s Martin Foyle. 
Saunders opened the 
home side’s account af- 
ter receiving David 


BRISTOL ROVERS 3 
PORT VALE3 


Mehew’s knockdown 
from Steve Yates’ long 
free kick in the 33rd 
minuted. 

Foyle equalised 
with a far post header 
before Saunders re- 
gained the lead for Rov- 
ers with a left-footed 
shot following a corner 
five minutes before the 


Hesford Hereford stunner 


Maidstone 3 Hereford 2 


KEEPER Iain Hesford stunned Herford with a sensational 71st minute winner. 
Hesford heaved the ball upfield, the bounce deceived Hereford keeper Tony Elliott 


and the ball flew into the net. 


But Hereford had made all the running as they cruised into a two-goal lead inside 


13 minutes. 


Steve Lowndes put them in front after just two minutes, tucking away a simple 
chance from Greg Down’s through ball. 

Then Downs converted a penalty after Thompson handled. 

Lowly Maidstone hit back with a 35-yard free kick from Gary Stebbing right on 


half-time. 


Then Hesford took over. A long punt eluded the defence and Carl Richards fired 
home the equaliser two minutes into the second period. And his amazing goal sealed 


a superb fightback. 
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break. 

Slack defending cost 
Rovers dear 30 seconds 
after the break. 

Vale’s midfield man 
Robin van der Laan saw 
his shot well saved by 
Parkin but the ball fell 
to the unmarked Foyle 
who made no mistake 
from ten yards. 

A brave header from 
Van der Laan put the 
Potteries’ side ahead on 
the hour. 

But Skinner’s stun- 
ning reply in the 72nd 
minute repaid all of 
Rovers’ hard work. 

BEST PLAYER: Van der 
Laan. 

BRISTOL ROVERS: 
Parkin, Boothroyd, 
Twentyman, Yates, 
Cross, Mehew, Skinner, 
Reece. White, Saunders, 
Pounder. Subs: Clark, 
Purnell. 

PORT VALE: Grew, 
Mills, Hughes, Porter, 
Aston, Glover, Swan, Van 
der Laan, Mills, Foyle, Jef- 
fers. 


County striker, and 
Middlesbrough defen- 
der Nick Mohan, who 
are both mulling over]. 
moves in the West 
Country. 

Their early impress- 
ions must have been 
doubtful as neither side 
produced a shot or an 
idea, in the opening 
stages. 

Then Steve Morgan, 
the lively Plymouth 
midfielder, had two 20 
yard shots deflected for 
corners in quick succes- 
sion. 

His side stepped. up 
the pressure and should 
have gone ahead. 


But Plymouth made 
the break-through 10 
minutes before half- 
time with a well ex- 
ecuted goal. 

Andy Clement cros- 
sed from the right, 
Mark Flore chipped it 
back and  Marshall’s 
firm header gave the 
keeper no chance. 

Wolves staged a com- 
eback after the break as 
Plymouth lost their 
shape at the back but 
they made few real 
chances for themselves. 

Plymouth’s pour run 
has at least been tem- 
porarily halted. 


BEST PLAYER: Morgan. 


PLYMOUTH: Wilmot, 
Salman, Clement, M. Mar- 
ker, Hopkins, Morgan, G, 
Garner, Marshall, Scott, 
Flore, Gross. Subs: 
Edworthy, Evans. 

WOLVES: Stowell, 
Ashler, Venus, Bennett, 
Madden, Downing, Birch, 
Cook, Taylor, Steele, De- 
nnison. Subs: Thompson, 
Bellamy. 


Cardiff 2 Scunthorpe 2 


* Striker Chris Pike 
was goal scoring hero 
and villainin the space 
of 10 minutes. 

In the i4th minute, 

Pike met Nathan 
Blake’s cross a yard out 
to put Cardiff 2-1 ahead 
with his eighth League 
goal of the season and 
sixth in three home 
games. 
* But 10 minutes later 
his joy turned to despair’ 
as he headed past Ro- 
ger Hansbury in the 
Cardiff goal from Ian 
Helliwell’s corner. 

The equaliser was 

just reward for United, 
who had most of the 
possession. 
%*& City went ahead first 
after 65 minutes with’ 
Carl Dale’s eighthgoalin 
12 games since signing| 
from Chester City. 

But Scunthorpe 
levelled two minutes la- 
ter when David Hill 
headed in Graham Ale- 
xander’s cross. 


BATTLE FOR THE 


MANCHESTER UTD 2 SHEFFIELD UTD 0 


UNITED got the win they wanted to put 
them back on the First Division summit 
but their performance was a shambles. 

And after keeper Peter Schmeichel’s nightmare 
handling show, boss Alex Ferguson must consider 
putting Gary Walsh in against Atletico Madrid on 


Wednesday. 


Dave Baéssett’s battling braves were the last out- 
fit United wanted to face four days before their 
vital European Cup Winners’ Cup crunch. 


The Sheffield outfit 
have been bottom for 
all but four weeks of this 
campaign and it’s not 
surprising with the luck 
they had here. 

United got through 
on Jimmy Hoyland’s 
35th minute own goal 
and a 79th minute shot 
by Andy Kanchelskis 
which was deflected by 
John Pemberton. 


Crashed 


Ferguson even had to 
risk taking injured Bry- 
an Robson and Gary 
Pallister off the bench 
to keep out the Blades. 

When substitute 
Michael Lake crashed 
in an 18 yard shot. Rob- 
son seemed to throw up 
his arms to block. 

And when a rebound 
off Schmeichel’s knees 
from Hoyland’s follow- 
up shot ran to Tony 
Agana,: Paul Parker 
brought him down. But 
again they were given 
nothing. 

The enraged Hoy- 
land was booked for his 
protest and his frustra- 
ted skipper John Gan- 
non followed minutes 
later into the book for a 


Connell gets 
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SCHIMEICHEL 


FLAW SHOW 


crude 
Parker. 

Schmeichel’s jittery 
start made happy view- 
ing for any watching 
Spaniard. 

The great Dane’s 
handling left a big que- 
stion mark against him 
and Bassett’s grey- 
hounds were quick to 
apply the pressure on 
him. 

He also 


assault on 


showed 


Kop revenge 


LIVERPOOL 1 CRYSTAL PALACE 2 


SCOUSER Steve Coppell has waited two 
years to get revenge for the humiliation of 
a 9-0 thrashing at Anfield. 

The taste was sweet as Coppell’s captain Geoff 
Thomas nodded home the goal that paid Liverpool 


back in full. 


Graeme Souness’ side, minus six stars and all 
their confidence, took the lead a minute before 
half-time through Glen Hysen. 

But Palace hit back in the 51st minute after 
appalling defending. A Southgate cross eluded 
Ablett and Tanner — and Gabbiadini reacted quic- 
kly to score his first League goal for Palace. 


Liverpool were in a 
turmoil as Palace took 
control. And’ when sub- 
stitute Rodger fired in a 
corner it was flipped on 
by Young and Thomas 
nodded home. 


Souness sent on Ro- 
senthal for the tiring 
Molby. 

But Martyn brought 
off a great save from 
Saunders and Rush 
sent another header 
wide. 

Souness may also be 
about to lese their 
talented reserve goal- 
keeper. 


0p: 


TBALL CLUB: 


Rangers want the 
£500,000-rated star af- 
ter costly blunders by 
Scotland No.1 Andy 
Goram. 


hesitation at a crucial 
moment, putting Clay- 
ton Blackmore into tro- 
uble over a simple ball. 

Then Schmeichel 
casually left a floating 
cross which Hoyland al- 
most reached before it 
cleared the line. 

Blackmore rescued 
his keeper again, head- 
ing clear Paul Beesley’s 
header. 

And when Schmeic- 
hel lost the ball again, 
Tom Cowan and then 
Agana had shots blocked 
on the line. 

Disorganised United 
offered little apart from 
two wasted runs by 
Kanchelskis until Steve 
Bruce stormed up to 
thunder a header 
against a post from Neil 
Webb’s corner. 


Thunder 


When United went 
ahead after 35 minutes 
it was totally against 
what had gone before. 

John Pemberton 
needlessly conceded a 
corner and when Bruce 
header from Ryan 
Giggs’ flag-kick the ball 
ran into goal off the shin 
of Beesley. 

To complete Shef- 
field’s first-half misery, 
Hoyland chipped over 
from eight yards after a 
mix-up between Bruce 
and Paul Ince. 

BEST PLAYER: Parker 


MARK HUGHES 


CAMBRIDGE U0 
BRISTOL CO 


BRISTOL CITY see- 
med to have arri- 
ved at Cambridge 
with no other aim 
than to pack their 
penalty area with a 
minimum of 10 
men. 

But the ploy worked 
and they were rewar- 
ded with a point, one of 
the few to escape from 
the Abbey Stadium this 
season. 


Leaning comes 
to the rescue 


And what made it 
even more frustrating 
for Cambridge was that 
a win would have put 
them on top of the Se- 
cond Division. 

City manager Jimmy 
Lumsden made the 
shrewd move of playing 
Mark Aizlewood as a 
sweeper and with so 
many colleagues surro- 


unding him, the visitors 
made sure of keeping a 
clean sheet. 

Cambridge were fru- 
strated by near miss=3, 


blocked shots and great- 


keeping by Leaning. 
Some of his saves 
showed exactly why he 
forced £200,000 Keith 
Weich out of the side. 
John Beck’s men had 
City undersiege with 


the wind behind them, 
but couldn’t find a way 
through. 

Eleven Cambridge 
corners also went to 
waste. 

The only frail hopes 
City had of winning 
came from a number of 
breakaway attacks. 

In the first half Mar- 
tin Scott kept home 
keeper John Vaughan 
alert as he nearly caught 


ANDY SO HANDY 


him out with two fierce 
drives that Vaughan did 
well to parry. 

Vaughan then came 
to the rescue with anot- 
her crucial stop from 
Wayne Allison. 

A minute from time 
a great throughball 
from Gus Caesar, who 
was with Cambridge at 
the beginning of the 
season, bounced fierce- 
ly against a post. 


Leeds are 
Casy On 


idle Hans 


WIMBLEDONO LEEDS 0 
HANS SEGERS 


wants to leave 
Wimbledon. But 
why should he 
when he can play 
the First Division 
leaders without a 
care in the world? 

All unhappy Hans 
had to do was pick off an 
angled shot from Rod 
Wallace when Lee 
Chapman was scream- 
ing fora pass. 

Pluck a couple of 
crosses from Chapman 
and Tony Dorigo out of 
the air. And storm to 
gather up a ball diver- 
ted quickly toward his 
goal off Gary Speed. 

That's hardly a burden- 
some work-load 
against a team that has 
started to fancy its title 
chances. 

They knew it was 
tough getting to the top 
of the League, but this 
has taught Leeds it will 
be a lot tougher staying 
there. 

So Wimebledon 
manager Peter White 
won his first point at his 
new club and it could so 
easily have been three. 

Terry Gibson stole 
behind the Leeds de- 
fence with only a few 
seconds to go but pulled 
his shot wide of a post. 

Leeds answered with 
a couple of long crosses 
from Mel Sterland 
which Chris Fairclough 
and Speed placed wide. 

That was Leeds’ tro- 
uble. They could not 
summon any decent 
shots on target. 

BEST PLAYER: Speed. 


Castle KO's 
Bally boys 


LEYTON ORIENT 1 
EXETER 0 


ALAN BALL's face 
turned as red as his 
hair as he watched 
his side slip to their 
second consec- 
utive League 
defeat. 

@ The Exeter mana- 
ger’s frustrations 
were valid as his team 
dominated but failed* 
to take the chances 
that should have bro- 
ken Orient’s unbea- 
ten team run. 

Orient took all three 

points thanks to Ste- 
ve Castle’s third goal 
of the season. 
@ Castle scoredona 
rebound after keeper 
Kevin Miller could 
only push away a 
hard low shot from 
Andy Jones. 
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THE PEARL and Mr Podd agree; it’s only a 
matter of time before black power hits 


soccer management. 


The only questions cover when that last big 
breakthrough is made and whether it will be on 
merit or as some chairman’s cheap publicity stunt. 

Brendan (Black Pearl) Phillips says: “If you’d 
told me 10 years ago I would be a manager, I'd have 
laughed; I could never see that happening. But I 
am, and I’m sure the big breakthrough into the 


League will happen. 


“T just can’t say if itll be me, but womeone will 
break through. It’s not an issue. The moment can’t 
be far away, with people of the calibre of Cyrill 
Regis and other great black players reaching the 
end of their careers and surely with their experien- 
ce they must have a chance, if they want it. 


GIMMICK 

Cyril (Ces) Podd ec- 
hoes: “Yeah it'll hap- 
pen. But when it does I 
hope it won’t be done as 
a gimmick. It'll be eno- 
ugh of a burden for that 
first guy to carry. The 
eyes of the world will be 
upon him.” 


That could even be at 
Crystal Palace, whose 
chairman Ron Noades 
has had black publicity 
Over reported doubts 
about black players. 

Noades claims his 
views were totally mis- 
represented on Chan- 
nel Four’s Great Bri- 
tain United, and says of 
the prospect of a black 
Football League boss. 
“It’s more likely to be 
at Palace than any other 
club.” 

Pearl and Podd, di- 
sturbed viewers of that 
|TV programme, might 


be a little upset. How- 
ever they're generous 
souls. But the main 
thing is, they have the 
pioneer spirit. 

They are rarities, 
blacks who have beaten 
prejudic and unofficial 
colour bar to become 
soccer bosses. 


SHARP 


Phillips, known for 
his sharp suits, is in his 
second full campaign as 
player-boss of non-lea- 
gue club Bedworth near 
Coventry 

And Podd can’t ex- 
plain the nickname 
Ces, but it has stuck 
since his Bradford City 
days. 

He’s the boss of 
Bradford based Eccles- 
hill in the North East 
Counties League. 

Their career vehicles 
might be modest, but 
they have enough going 
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for them to suggest eit- 
her could head short 
odds favorites Regis 
and Viv Anderson into 
a League hot seat. 

These sons of West 
Indian imigrants are 
bright, ambitious and 
articulate. 

There’s no sign of 
shoulder chips or han- 
gups, though they be- 
gan playing in England 
when black players 
were persecuted novel- 
ties, branded lazy, lac- 
king motivation and un- 
likely to see the winter 
through. 

Phillips, 37, still has 
the legs to get around in 
midfield although it’s 
nearly 20 winters since 
he signed as a Leicester 
apprentice for Frank 
O'Farrell. 

He never quite made 
it in the League, but he 
was capped for England 
at non League level by 
Howard Wilkinson and 
for 12 years he’s combi- 
ned kicking around the 
circuit with a sales job at 
giant multi-national 
Nestle. 

Podd, the third of six 
kids, was so green when 
he arrived from St Kitts 
at nine, 30 years ago, he 
thought on seeing his 
first terraced house that 
it was a large mansion. 


“I can only assume it 
was because of the colo- 
ur thing. 

“T went back thin- 
king ’That’s that’ and 
returned to college to 
my graphic design stu- 
dies.” 

Instead, a friend per- 
suaded him to try Brad- 


was available, and tho- 
ught. I wanted it and 
thought, why shouldn’t 
I get it? 

“I had good experi- 
ence and been capped 
by my country. Why I 
shouldn’t go in front of 
a board of directors and 
put my case? 


CYRILLE REGIS. 


“I said nothing, but 
two days later I was offi- 
cially named as mana- 
ger and the chairman 
called all the players to- 
gether for a chat. 

“When that guy saw 
me he nearly fell off his 
seat. Then we both 
burst out laughing. 


‘Some coloured manager will come 
through and that time isn’t far off’ 


He was the only black 
boy at his Leeds school. 

He was forced into 
one fight and recalls: 
“Never again, there 
must be some other 
way.” 

Since then, he’s used 
humour and chat to di- 
sarm would-be bigots. 


But prejudice almost 
killed his career at 
birth. 

An invitation to trial 
with Wolves ended in 
nightmare. 


“T was the only black 
there, and the only one 
who went home with- 
out getting a game. 
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ford City and his trial 
was so impressive they 
wanted him to sign at 
half-time. 

He survived and bro- 
ke numerous records 
with Bradford in the 
Third and Fourth Divi- 
sions. 

Now, outside mana- 
gement, he’s full-time 
community officer at 
Leeds United and 
fronts Night Shift, a 
weekly two-hour Radio 
Leeds magazine show 
designed for blacks. 

Phillips sold himself 
to Bedworth at the first 
interview. 

He says: “The job 


“I’m not conceited 
but as soon as I was in- 
terviewed I knew Id get 
the job. I didn’t feel any 
prejudice and I met the 
criteria.” 

The chairman asked 
me to come to the club 
for a few days for a look 
around and to get the 
feel of things and have a 
game in the reserves. 

His arrival at the club 
was a jolt to one of the 
players. 

“He arrived late for 
the game and I had to 
have a go,” he said. 

“He said to me 
“Who are you talking to 
you black pig?” 


“He didn’t mean 
anything by it. There’s 
racism in football, but 
mainly it’s good 
natured. 


“There might be a 
few mutterings among 
some of the Andy Capp 
old stager supporters, 
wondering what the 
place is coming to. But 
to me, the colour of a 
man’s skin means no 
more than the colour of 
his eyes.” 


GAP 


Ces Podd, finding his 
management problems 
at Bradford are football 


based, not racist, says: 
“I’ve learned more 
over three months as 
manager than I did as a 
player. 

“They all know me 
in Bradford and I’ve 
had no worries that 
way. 

“What has bothered 
me is trying to bridge 
the gap between what 
players think at pro 
level and at this level, 
and how to make them 
remember from one 
week to the next. 

“T get calls from 
black players wanting 
to play. I tell them the 
criteria is not your colo- 
ur, but simply, can you 
play?” 


RH 


%* Liverpool face being 
shot out of Europe this 
week by a striker who 
could soon be facing 
them in the League. 

Auxerre’s Kalman 
Kovacs, who struck the 
vital second goal in 
Liverpool's 2-0 defeat 
in the first leg of the 
UEFA Cup tie, is avail- 
able at a bargain 
£350,000. 


